
CALIFORNIA  GOLD RUSH 
Selections From Stock 

Summer, 2010 
 

 

 

ARGONAUT BOOK SHOP  
 

786-792 Sutter Street, San Francisco, California 94109 

 

Telephone (415) 474-9067 

Fax (415) 474-2537 

Email ArgonautSF@PacBell.net 

http://www.argonautbookshop.com 

 

 

 

mailto:ArgonautSF@PacBell.net


All items are guaranteed as described. Any item may be returned within seven days of receipt 

provided notice is given immediately. Telephone orders must be confirmed in writing. 

 

We accept Master Card, VISA, American Express, Discover, Dinerôs Club and personal checks. 

 

California residents will be charged sales tax at the prevailing rate. New customers are requested 

to send payment with order. Libraries and other institutions will be billed. 

 

All prices are net, postage and insurance not included. 

 

Please write if you wish to be on our mailing list for future catalogues. Let us know of your 

current interests so that we may give them special attention. 

 

We are open six days a week, nine until five on weekdays and ten until four on Saturdays. We are 

closed on Sunday. Other times by appointment. 

 

We are actively buying fine books in all fields. Please let us know what you have to offer. 

 

 

 

WESTERN AMERICAN HISTORY  

 

VOYAGES & EXPLORATION  

 

MAPS - AUTOGRAPHS - PRINTS 

 

FINE & RARE  BOOKS IN ALL FIELDS  
 

 

Large and small collections purchased, 

as well as important single items. 

 

 

Catalogued by 

Robert D. Haines, Jr.  

Assisted by Angela C. Haines and Aaron C. Haines 

 

 

ARGONAUT BOOK SHOP  

 

786-792 Sutter Street, San Francisco, California 94109 

 

Telephone (415) 474-9067 

Fax (415) 474-2537 

Email ArgonautSF@PacBell.net 

http://www.argonautbookshop.com 

 

mailto:ArgonautSF@PacBell.net


 

 

1 

SOLD [ADAMS & CO. ]. Adams & Co. Check. Printed and 

manuscript. 4 x 8½ inches. Printed in black on cream paper. 

Engraved vignettes of a miner and of the companyôs offices. A 

fine copy. San Francisco, Feb. 9, 1854. $150. 
 An Adams & Co. check made out to Peter Petersen for $50. 

and dated at San Francisco. The engraved illustrations include a 

California miner and a vignette of the companyôs office building in 

San Francisco. Signed by the agent. Petersen has countersigned on 

the verso. 

 

2. AIMARD , Gustave. The Gold Seekers. A Tale of 

California. Translated, with brief preface, by Lascelles 

Wraxall. 16mo. Two bookplates. Publisherôs pebbled brown 

cloth, gilt-lettered spine. A fine copy. London: Published for 

the Proprietors, 1865. $150. 
 Early English edition. An early printing of this tale, first 

published in English in 1861. Story about Mexico and California 

during the Gold Rush. The Gold Seekers was first published in Paris 

in 1860. [Baird, California Fiction: 36; Cowan: p.5]. 

 

3. ALGER , Horatio, Jr. The Young Miner; or, Tom 

Nelson in California. Introduction & Bibliographical Note by 

John Seelye. 36 wood engravings. Cloth-backed pictorial 

boards. A very fine copy. (San Francisco): The Book Club of 

California, 1965.  $75. 
 Limited to 450 copies printed by Adrian Wilson. Reprint of 

the 1879 edition. The classic rags-to-riches formula, set in the 

California gold mines. [BBC: 120]. 

 

SOLD ASBURY, Herbert. The Barbary Coast. An Informal 

History of the San Francisco Underworld. Illustrations, 

photographs; bibliography and index. Cloth-backed boards. A 

very fine and bright copy. Long Beach: Brown and Nourse, 

1949.  $35. 
 New edition, first published by Knopf, 1933. This edition 

retains the exact binding as the first edition and is a clean, bright 

copy. One of the authorôs better titles in his series on the sinful eras 

of various cities. Covers the gambling houses, the melodeons, peep-

shows, the cribs, concert saloons, houses of prostitution, murderers, 

shanghaiers, dive-keepers, politicians, and courtesans in the city with 

the reputation of the most sinful city in the world (from the Gold 

Rush to 1917). The first three chapters cover the Gold Rush era up 

through the Vigilance Committee of 1856. 

 

5. AUDUBON, John Woodhouse. The Drawings of 

John Woodhouse Audubon Illustrating His Adventures 

Through Mexico and California, 1849-1850. Introduction and 

Notes on the Drawings by Carl Schaefer Dentzel. Small folio. 

Handset type. 34 plates (including two in color) from 

drawings by Audubon. Half black cloth and decorated boards, 

maroon leather spine label. Corners slightly jammed, light 

rubbing to spine ends, else a fine copy. San Francisco: The 

Book Club of California, 1957. $250. 
 First edition. One of 400 copies printed by the Grabhorn 

Press. Sketches made by the son of famed ornithologist John James 

Audubon while on the Gold Rush trail and in California. ñHis 

sketches and watercolors of San Francisco, Sacramento City, 

Coloma, mining camps, and miners represent a significant pictorial 

record of the Gold Rushò (Kurutz). [Grabhorn: 592; Kurutz: 23; 

Wagner-Camp: 208, note]. 

 

6. BAER, Warren. The Duke of Sacramento. Reprinted 

from the rare edition of 1856, to which is added a sketch of the 

Early San Francisco Stage by Jane Bissell Grabhorn... Color 

illustrations by Arvilla Parker. Cloth-backed boards. A very 

fine copy. San Francisco: The Grabhorn Press, 1934.  $60. 
 One of 550 copies. A comedy in four acts, reprinted from 

the only known copy of the first edition. Set, in part, in the gold 

mines. [Grabhorn: 212]. 

 

7. BAIRD , Jr., Joseph Armstrong. Californiaôs 

Pictorial Letter Sheets, 1849-1869. Folio. 59 full size 

reproductions, one in rear pocket. Decorated boards, red 

Nigerian goat skin spine. A very fine copy. San Francisco: 

David Magee, 1967. $300. 
 First edition. Limited to 475 copies. Lists 343 Gold Rush 

era letter sheets, including variants, giving complete information for 

each. Complete indexing. 

 

8. BAKER , Hozial H. Overland Journey to Carson 

Valley and California. Introduction by Ferol Egan. Portrait. 

Cloth-backed boards. Tiny nick to top edge of rear board, else 

a fine copy. San Francisco: Book Club of California, 1973.$75. 
 Limited to 450 copies printed by the Cranium Press. An 

interesting account by a man who journeyed overland in 1859 at the 

age of 70. Baker records the many changes and growth in the decade 

since the rush of Forty-Nine. 

 

9. BALDRIDGE , M. A Reminiscence of the Parker H. 

French Expedition through Texas & Mexico to California in 

the Spring of 1850. Introduction by John B. Goodman, III. 

Folding map. Blue boards. A very fine copy. Los Angeles: 

(John B. Goodman, III and Gordon Holmquist), 1959.  $150. 
 First book edition. Printed at the Cole-Holmquist Press. 

First published in the ñSan Jose Pioneer òof 1895. One of 300 copies. 

The author served as the secretary and accountant of the unfortunate 

land & sea expedition from New York to San Francisco through 

Texas and Mexico, organized by Parker French. The trip stretched 

out to over 200 days. ñThe expedition left on May 13, 1850, andé 

arrived in Mexico tired and destitute. In Mazatlan, Baldridge 

obtained work on a steamship, and he made it to San Francisco with 

several others of the expedition on January 2, 1851ò (Kurutz). This is 

one of the few works dealing with French and his expedition. 

[Kurutz: 30; Mintz: 516]. 

 

10. BATESON, Charles. Gold Fleet for California: 

Forty-Niners from Australia and New Zealand. 17 plates. 

Notes, bibliography, index. A very fine copy with pictorial 

dust jacket. East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 

(1964).   $45. 
 First edition. A detailed and accurate look at the seven 

thousand Australians and New Zealanders who traveled to the 

California Gold Rush. 

 

11. BEILHARZ , Edwin A. and Carlos U. López. We 

Were 49ers! Chilean Accounts of the California Gold Rush. 

Well-illustrated. Black cloth. A fine copy with pictorial dust 

jacket. Pasadena, California: Ward Ritchie Press, (1976). $30. 
 First edition. A collection of diaries and personal accounts 

by South American emigrants during the California Gold Rush. 

During the early years of the Gold Rush Chileans constituted the 

second largest foreign contingent. 
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12. BERTHOLD , Victor M. The Pioneer Steamer 

California, 1848 -1849. Frontis, 5 illustrations. Publisherôs 

dark blue cloth. A very fine and bright copy with slipcase. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1932.  $150. 
 First edition. One of 550 copies. An account of early 

steamship travel from the East Coast to the West, compiled from 

early diaries, newspapers, and the log of the California. On February 

28, 1849, the first regular steamboat service to California was 

inaugurated by the arrival of the Pacific Mailôs steamship, California. 

This work is the first authentic account of the Californiaôs journey 

and contains the only accurate list of passengers. [Kurutz: 51]. 

 

13. BIGLER , Henry William. Biglerôs Chronicle of the 

West. The Conquest of California, Discovery of Gold, and 

Mormon Settlement as Reflected in Henry William Biglerôs 

Diaries. Edited by Erwin G. Gudde. Frontis portrait, plates, 

map, facsimiles. Bibliography and index. Maroon cloth. A 

very fine copy with slightly rubbed dust jacket. Berkeley and 

Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1962. $60. 
 First edition. This work is the first compilation and 

correlation of all the known versions of Biglerôs diaries. Gudde has 

included abundant commentary in the form of footnotes and 

extensive interpolations, as well as introductory and summary 

chapters. ñChapter VIIéconsists of Biglerôs eyewitness account of 

the beginnings of the Gold Rushé the second chapter focuses on 

Biglerôs hunt for gold and its discovery at Mormon islandò (Kurutz). 

This work is considered the only authentic account by an eyewitness 

of the discovery of gold; Bigler was a member of the crew that built 

Sutterôs sawmill at the American River. [Kurutz: 57]. 

 

14. BIGLY , Cantell A., pseud. (G.W. Peck). Aurifodina. 

Or, Adventures in the Gold Region. A Fantastical ó49er Novel. 

Illustrations. Black cloth. A fine copy. San Francisco: Book 

Club of California, 1974. $45. 
 Reprint of this Gold Rush era fantasy/satire, the first 

American novel dealing with the California Gold Rush. One of 400 

copies printed by Andrew Hoyem. The extremely rare first edition 

was published in 1849. ñThe setting created by Peck is the mythical 

city of óAurum,ô situated in the Sierra Nevadaò (Kurutz). ñA satiric 

extravaganzaò (Sabin). [Kurutz: 490-b]. 

 

 

Keepsakes from the Book Club of California 
 

15. The California Mining Towns. Text by Oscar Lewis. 

12 parts plus introduction, color print in each part, map. A fine 

set with slipcase (spine area faded). One of 500 copies printed 

by various printers, 1934. $125. 
 Includes reproductions of mining town lithographs, 

primarily of the Northern mines; a reproduced map is included with 

the introduction. 

 

16. Letters of the Gold Discovery. Edited by George P. 

Hammond. 12 parts with folding facsimiles in each part. A 

fine set in half leather slipcase. Some scuffing to slipcase. One 

of 750 copies printed by various printers. 1948. $125. 
 Includes facsimile letters from John Sutter, Edward C. 

Kemble, Thomas Larkin, W. D. Howard, J. L. Folsom, Ebenezer 

Larkin Childs, Rodman Price, Stephen Reynolds, and Robert Semple. 

Printed by various printers. 

 

17. California ñClipperò Cards. Edited by John Haskell 

Kemble. 12 parts with color facsimiles in each part. A fine set 

with cloth slipcase (slipcase spine label worn). One of 850 

copies printed at the Grabhorn Press, 1949. $60. 

 

18. Gold Rush Steamers. Edited by John Haskell 

Kemble. 12 parts, each containing a reproduction (some in 

color) of a Gold Rush steamer. A fine set in cloth slipcase. 

One of 950 sets designed and printed by the Grabhorn Press, 

1958.  $50. 

 

19. California Gold Rush Camps. Edited by Robert J. 

Chandler. 14 parts, including introduction. Numerous 

reproductions from old prints and photographs, printed in 

black, blue, or green (one in color); 3 tipped-on color plates. A 

fine copy in printed paper portfolio, as issued. Without 

slipcase. Limitation not stated. Designed and printed by 

Patrick Reagh, 1998. $45. 

 

End of Book Club Keepsakes 
 

 

20. BOSQUI, Edward. Memoirs of Edward Bosqui. 

Foreword by Harold C. Holmes. Introduction by Henry R. 

Wagner. Colored frontis, 3 facsimiles, 2 plates. Bibliography. 

Cloth-backed boards. Lower corners slightly jammed, else a 

fine copy. Oakland: Holmes Book Co., 1952.  $175. 
 Reprint of the very rare 1904 first edition, with a new 

foreword, introduction and listing of Bosqui imprints. One of 350 

copies printed at the Grabhorn Press. ñReminiscences of a pioneer 

printer, who came to California in 1850ò (Howes). Bosqui arrived in 

San Francisco in 1850 and headed off for the Josephine Mine at 

Mariposa. He left California in December of 1853, only to return to 

establish Californiaôs most famous nineteenth-century printing, 

bookbinding, and engraving establishment. Bosqui is considered San 

Francisco's first ñfine printer.ò [Cowan: p.64; Grabhorn: 526; Howes 

I: B-623; Howes II: B-614; Kurutz: 66-b]. 

 

21. BROWNE, J. Ross and James W. Taylor . Reports 

Upon the Mineral Resources of the United States. Brown 

pebbled cloth. Index. Wear to head of spine, less so to upper 

edge of front cover; light wear to a few spots of lower cover 

edges. A very good copy, internally fine. Washington: 

Government Printing Office, 1867. $250. 
 First edition, expanded issue. A comprehensive report 

covering mining and mineral resources throughout the country. 

Browne gives an extensive historical sketch of gold and silver mining 

on the Pacific Slope, with specifics on Marshallôs discovery, the 

discovery of gold in print, excitement abroad, various methods of 

mining (pan, rocker, ditches, the ñTom,ò sluice, etc.), a gold-dredging 

machine, decrease of wages, quartz mining, the hydraulic process, 

decline of river mining, the Kern River excitement, the Tuolumne 

Table Mountain, Rushes to Australia, the Fraser Fever, discovery of 

the Comstock Lode, the Washoe excitement, Virginia City, the silver 

panic, etc. He then covers the Mother Lode including mines, mining, 

and resources. The resources and mines of Nevada is covered, as well 

as resources and mining in Oregon, Washington Territory, Utah, 

Montana, and Idaho and Arizona, including the copper resources and 

districts and the Quicksilver mines including the New Almaden Mine 

and its production; the discovery and manufacture of Borax; sulphur, 

tin and coal as well as mining laws and minerôs regulations is 
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discussed. Appended to Browneôs report is a lengthy address by 

Edmund Randolph on the history of California from the discovery to 

the year 1849. The last section of this work is James W. Taylorôs 

report on the mines east of the Rockies. This report and the expanded 

version of 1868 (see below) were the first in a series, later taken over 

by Rossiter W. Raymond. [Cowan: pp. 79-80; Edwards, Enduring 

Desert: p.36; Paher: 223; Sabin: 8664]. 

 

22. BROWNE, J. Ross. Reports Upon the Mineral 

Resources of the United States. Index. Newly bound in three-

quarter gray leatherette. Minor (light) damp stain to extreme 

lower gutter of first 70 pages and last 30 pages. A very good 

copy. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1868. $400. 
 First expanded edition, House of Representatives issue 

(40th Cong., 2nd Sess., Ex. Doc. 202). An extremely comprehensive 

report covering mining and mineral resources throughout the country. 

First published in 1867, this expanded edition provides far greater 

coverage and information. The first 300 pages cover the Mother Lode 

as well as mines, mining, and resources in each of the California 

counties. This work also includes much information on the 

agricultural resources, topography, physical features, etc. of the areas 

discussed. An extensive index to Browneôs Report is included. 

[Cowan: pp. 79-80; Edwards, Enduring Desert: p.36; Paher: 223; 

Sabin: 8664]. 

 

23. BROWNE, J. Ross and James W. Taylor . Reports 

Upon the Mineral Resources of the United States. Indexed. 

Brown pebbled cloth. Light stain to outer edge of rear cover 

with slight darkening to fore-edge of last 6 leaves, else a fine 

and clean copy without the heavy foxing usually associated 

with this work. Washington: Government Printing Office, 

1868.  $500. 
 First expanded edition, general issue. An extremely 

comprehensive report covering mining and mineral resources 

throughout the country. The major portion of this report covers the 

Mother Lode as well as mines, mining, and resources in each of the 

California counties [Cowan: pp. 79-80; Edwards, Enduring Desert: 

p.36; Paher: 223; Sabin: 8664]. 

 

24. BRUFF, J. Goldsborough. Gold Rush. The Journals, 

Drawings, and Other Papers of J. Goldsborough Bruff... 

Edited by Georgia Willis Read and Ruth Gaines. Foreword by 

F. W. Hodge. Thick quarto. Numerous illustrations and 

facsimiles. Rust cloth. A very fine, bright and tight copy. New 

York: Columbia University Press, 1949.  $150. 
 California Centennial Edition, reprinting the two-volume 

1944 first edition (somewhat abridged). One of the most 

comprehensive and informative sources extant, not only for life in the 

mines, but also for its vivid and detailed narrative of the overland 

crossing. Lavishly illustrated with Bruffôs own drawings and 

sketches. 

 

25. BRYANT , Edwin. What I Saw in California. With an 

introduction by Richard H. Dillon and added illustrations. 

Index. Map and plates, large folding map at rear. Light green 

cloth. A very fine copy. Palo Alto: Lewis Osborne, 1967.  $60. 
 Facsimile reprint of the 1848 edition. Although not 

indicated, one of 900 copies. Includes the appendix on the Gold Rush 

from the 1849 edition, a good introduction by Dillon, numerous 

added illustrations, and an index. The author arrived at Sutterôs Fort 

in 1846 and left the Sacramento Valley to return East by the Overland 

Route in June of 1847. He had visited San Francisco and Monterey, 

marched to Los Angeles with Fremont, was appointed Alcalde of San 

Francisco by General Kearney, etc. [Kurutz: 95, note]. 

 

26. BUCK , Franklin A. A Yankee Trader in the Gold 

Rush. The Letters of Franklin A. Buck. Compiled by Katherine 

A. White. Illustrated. Green cloth. A fine copy. Boston and 

New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1930. $75. 
 First edition. ñAbly edited letters of an observant miner and 

merchantò (Wheat). ñThese outstanding letters range in date from 

November 24, 1846, to January 22, 1881éò (Kurutz). Buck arrived 

in San Francisco in August of 1849 after having taken the Cape Horn 

route. Eventually Buck moved to Weaverville, opened a store, and 

remained until 1866. [Cowan p.81; Kurutz: 96; Rocq: 15154; Wheat, 

Books of the California Gold Rush: 27]. 

 

 

One of the earliest authentic personal accounts 
of the California diggings 

 

SOLD BUFFUM , E. Gould. Six Months in the Gold Mines. 

From a Journal of Three Yearsô Residence in Upper and 

Lower California, 1847-8-9. Collated complete including the 

publisherôs advts. Brown cloth. Light foxing to front and rear 

blank end leaves and to rear advertising leaves, some wear to 

spine ends and corners, else a fine and clean copy. Housed in a 

cloth slipcase. Philadelphia: Lea and Blanchard, 1850. $900. 
 First edition. E. Gould Buffum was a lieutenant who came 

to California with Stevensonôs Regiment of New York Volunteers. 

This work is one of the earliest authentic personal accounts of the 

California diggings. ñBancroft calls this book: óOne of the most 

important contributions to the history of California.ô Observing the 

Gold Rush from its beginnings, he recounted every facet of life 

including the tremendous non-mining potential of California and the 

formation of government. As Gudde points out, Buffum was the 

chronicler of Weber Creek and witnessed the hangings that gave 

óHangtownô (Placerville) its nicknameéò (Kurutz). [Cowan: p.83; 

Eberstadt 103: 41; Graff: 472; Gudde: p.388; Howell: 28; Howes I: 

B-943; Howes II: B-936; Kurutz: 97a; Norris: 436; Plath: 124; Rocq: 

15726; Sabin: 9067; Streeter: 2613; Wheat: 28]. 

 

28. BUFFUM , E. Gould. Six Months in the Gold Mines... 

Introduction by John W. Caughey. Cloth-backed decorated 

boards. A fine copy. (Los Angeles): The Ward Ritchie Press, 

1959.   $75. 
 One of the earliest authentic personal accounts of the 

California diggings. This edition expands upon the first printing with 

an informative introduction by John W. Caughey. It also includes the 

list of errata from the first edition that was never published because 

the author did not have a chance to review the manuscript before 

publication, and includes some corrections of fact by the editor in the 

introduction. [Kurutz: 97-d]. 

 

29. BURRELL , George A. and Frank M. Seibert. 

Sampling and Examination of Mine Gases and Natural Gas. 

Eight plates including photographs and detailed plans (some 

folding), 27 text drawings. Index. Gray-green wrappers. A fine 

copy. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1926. $35. 
 First edition. Bulletin 197, Bureau of Mines, Department of 

the Interior. A study of mine gases in association with the 

investigation of the causes of mine accidents. Covers analysis of 

mine atmospheres, description of apparatus, preparation, procedure 

for analysis, determinations, etc. 
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30. [BURROS]. The Burro Book. Oblong octavo. 

Illustrated from photographs. Maroon pictorial cloth. Ownerôs 

presentation on blank flyleaf. Slight jamming to lower corner 

of first three leaves. A fine copy. Pueblo, Colorado: S. M. 

McCandless, 1900. $75. 
 First edition. Includes sixty-three reproductions of black 

and white nineteenth century photographs. Many of the images 

portray the burroôs importance as a beast of burden and transportation 

(mining, Southwest, mountain excursions, Mexico, photographerôs 

assistant, etc.) but the focus is most definitely on the picturesque and 

ñcuteò factor. Remember, your pet burro is no Jackass! 

 

31. BURROWS, Rufus and Cyrus Hull . A Long Road to 

Stony Creek. Introduction & Annotation by Richard Dillon. 4 

text illustrations, map endpapers. Buckram binding. A fine 

copy. Ashland: Lewis Osborne, 1971. $90. 
 First edition. One of 650 copies. Burrows, at the age of 14, 

and his family made the overland journey from Indiana to California 

in 1848. They took the overland route to South Pass, followed the 

Humboldt and Truckee rivers, and arrived at Sutterôs Fort. His 

parents established a hotel. Burrows eventually settled in Stony 

Creek, Colusa County. His narrative includes run-ins with Indians 

and his gold mining experiences. His father-in-law, Cyrus B. Hull, 

recounts, via letters, his overland journey from Illinois to Oregon in 

1852. Richard Dillon provides an excellent introduction to both 

narratives. [Kurutz: 102]. 

 

32. [CALIFORNIA MINERSô ASSOCIATION]. 

Proceedings of the Eleventh Annual Convention of the 

California Minersô Association Held at Golden Gate Hall, San 

Franciscoé 9 portraits, a few detailed engineering drawings, 

advertisements. Index. Maroon cloth. Spine slightly faded. 

One page with crease. A fine copy. San Francisco: Press of the 

Hicks-Judd Company, November, 1902. $90. 
 The report of the annual convention held in San Francisco. 

Includes much on oil and oil fields of California, oil districts, oil 

consumption, price, transportation, oil wells, refineries, fuel for 

steamers, oil on roads, oil in smelting, crude oil, etc. Also includes 

articles on Electric Power for Mining and Milling; Flume 

Construction (with detailed drawings); The Preservation of the 

Forests; Concentration of Sulphuret Ores by Means of Petroleum; 

The Design of Water Wheels for Use in Mining; Copper Production 

of Shasta County; Improvements in Copper Smelting; and more. This 

fine work also has a multitude of advertisements, many illustrated, 

for mining and dredging equipment. 

 

33. CAMP , Charles L. Desert Rats. Frontis portrait. Red 

cloth. Spine slightly faded. A fine copy. Berkeley: The Friends 

of The Bancroft Library, 1966.  $45. 
 First edition. Printed in a limited edition by Lawton 

Kennedy. Stories of genuine ñBurro prospectorsò Mike Horn, Mr. 

Johnson, Josie Morris, Rimmy Jim, and others. 

 

34. CANFIELD , Chauncy L. [Editor]. The Diary of a 

Forty-Niner. Frontis map. Brown cloth. Ownerôs neat ink 

signature on endpaper. One corner lightly jammed, else a fine 

copy. Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 

1920.  $45. 
 Second edition of the rare 1906 first edition. The Diary is a 

romanticized story based on the recollections of a colleague of 

Canfieldôs, a miner named Lewis Hanchett, supported by Canfieldôs 

own independent research. As Carl I. Wheat points out, ñFiction, but 

of notable quality as a depiction of Gold Rush life and times.ò The 

fictional 49er was Alfred T. Jackson, a Connecticut man who spent 

two years in the California mines at Nevada County. [Kurutz: 114b; 

Rocq: 5976; see Wheat: 34, note]. 

 

35. CANFIELD , Chauncy L. [Editor]. The Diary of a 

Forty-Niner. Introduction by Oscar Lewis. Frontis map. 

Brown cloth. A fine copy with dust jacket. Stanford, 

California: James Ladd Delkin, (1947). $45. 
 ñCalifornia Centennial Editionò with an excellent 

introduction by Oscar Lewis. Lewis gives a fascinating account of the 

publication history of the book and how fires in San Francisco in 

1906 and New York in 1908 nearly destroyed the entire edition of the 

first printing of 1906. Of that first edition, two thousand copies were 

printed of which 1,200 were burned. As Wheat points out, ñFiction, 

but of notable quality as a depiction of Gold Rush life and times.ò 

The 49er was Alfred T. Jackson, a Connecticut man who spent two 

years in the California mines at Nevada County. [Kurutz: 114c; 

Rocq: 5977; see Wheat: 34]. 

 

36. CARR, John. A Vulcan Among the Argonauts, Being 

vivid excerpts from those most original & amusing memoirs 

of... Edited With a Preface & Postscript by Robin Lampson. 

Illustrated by ñHans.ò Pictorial tan cloth. A fine copy. San 

Francisco: George Fields, 1936.  $75. 
 Abridged reprint of the authorôs 1891 ñPioneer Days in 

California,ò preserving the essential and most valuable information. 

One of 500 copies, printed by Wilder and Ellen Bentley at the 

Archetype Press. Signed by the editor, Robin Lampson. Carr was a 

blacksmith (Vulcan) during the Gold Rush. Much on ñHangtown and 

the `Trinity Diggings.ô A worthwhile chronicleò (Wheat). 

 

37. CAUGHEY , John Walton. Gold is the Cornerstone. 

4 plates, vignettes by W. R. Cameron. Bibliography, index. A 

fine copy with dust jacket (spine of jacket a bit darkened). 

Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 

1948.   $35. 
 First edition. Good general history of the Gold Rush: The 

discovery; spread of the news East; life in the mining camps; mining 

companies; etc. [Wheat: note, (item 240)]. 

 

38. CHALMER S, Claudine. Splendide Californie! 

Impressions of the Golden State by French Artists, 1786-1900. 

Folio. Reproductions in color and black & white. Notes, 

bibliography. Green cloth. A very fine copy. San Francisco: 

Book Club of California, 2001. $900. 
 First edition. One of 450 copies designed by the Yolla 

Bolly Press. Signed by the author. A welcome reference and 

beautifully produced art history which spans the French artists of the 

earliest world explorations to the Franco-American children of 

French Gold Rush artists, illustrated with 80 clearly and expertly 

printed reproductions of paintings, sketches, lithographs, and 

photographs. Many of the images appear in print here for the first 

time. Paired with the exquisite plates are biographical essays on 

twenty-eight artists. The book is divided into six sections which span 

distinct periods of French artistic activity in California. Sections 

include French Explorers, French Californios, French Gold Diggers, 

French Artists in San Francisco, French Bohemians, and the Fin de 

Si¯cle of the 1880ôs and 1890ôs. Together, the bookôs biographies, 

and historic narratives offer a broad chronicle of the evolution and 

legacy of French contributions to and influences on Californiaôs art 

community. 



 

 

5 

39. [CHAMBERS , William & Robert.] California. 

[Bound within]: ñChambersô Papers for the People, Volume 

IV.ò Yellow glazed boards decorated in green and red. Light 

stain to upper edge of leaves, lower corners and spine ends 

show light wear, chip to center of spine. A very good, uncut 

copy. Edinburgh: Published by William and Robert Chambers, 

1850.   $150. 
 First edition. An obscure article on California, precipitated 

by the gold discovery. Includes a description and history of 

California, but concentrates on how California was changed because 

of, as well as speculation about, the Gold Rush: the discovery, the 

masses of people pouring into the region, everyday life of the gold-

seekers, etc. Wonderful reading about ñoutsideò impressions. Listed 

as an extract in Cowan, Volume IV, No.85. Not listed in Kurutz or 

any other bibliography consulted. 

 

40. CHILD , Andrew. Overland Route to California. 

Description of the Route, via Council Bluffs, Iowaé 

Introduction by Lyle H. Wright. 2 facsimiles, 4 plates, folding 

map. Orange cloth. A very fine copy with printed dust jacket. 

Los Angeles: N. A. Kovach, 1946. $90. 
 Reprint of the rare 1852 edition. Although not indicated, 

one of 750 copies. ñGraff states that óAndrew Child accompanied the 

Upper Mississippi Ox Company overland in 1850, with eighty-seven 

people and thirty-two wagons. He was one of the few members of the 

company who split off at Fort Laramie under the leadership of Vance 

L. Davidsoné Childôs short directive comments have the result of 

giving us more of a guidebook than a record of personal 

involvementé Only five copy of the original are known to existò 

(Mintz). [Kurutz: 127b; Mintz: 88]. 

 

41. CHRISTMAN , Enos. One Man's Gold. The Letters 

& Journal of a Forty-Niner. Compiled and Edited by Florence 

Morrow Christman. Frontis portrait, 7 illustrations. Boards, 

buckram spine. Bookplate, else a very fine copy in lightly 

worn and spine-darkened dust jacket. New York: Whittlesey 

House, 1930.  $90. 
 First edition. ñThe letters and journal of a keen-eyed forty-

ninerò (Wheat). ñChristman, trained as a printer in the Village Record 

office of West Chester, Pennsylvania, penned one of the most 

descriptive journals of a sea voyage and the Southern Minesò 

(Kurutz). Christman spent 222 days on the ship Europe, and arrived 

in San Francisco in February of 1850. He worked laboriously but 

unsuccessfully in the Mariposa mines and eventually returned to the 

newspaper business in Stockton and Sonora. In 1852 he returned 

home via Panama. [Kurutz: 128; Wheat: 38]. 

 

42. CHRISTY , Thomas. Thomas Christyôs Road Across 

the Plainsé Edited and Cartographically Interpreted by 

Robert H. Becker. Frontis portrait, maps. Pictorial gray cloth. 

A very fine copy with pictorial dust jacket. Denver: Old West 

Publishing Co., 1969.  $100. 
 First edition. One of 2000 copies. Designed and printed by 

Lawton and Alfred Kennedy. Includes 94 detailed day-by-day maps 

by Becker of the emigrant trail, showing the complete route through 

Wyoming and Nevada into California. ñAn important addition to any 

collection concerning the overland experience. The book combines 

three elements: Christyôs overland guide and diary printed on one 

page, with accompanying maps illustrating the traced route on each 

facing page. An interesting introduction by Mr. Becker precedes the 

overland diaryò (Mintz). [Kurutz: 129; Mintz: 90]. 

 

43. CIPRIANI , Count Leonetto. California and 

Overland Diaries of Count Leonetto Cipriani from 1853 

Through 1871... Translated and edited by Ernest Falbo. 

Quarto. Frontis portrait. Red cloth. Spine slightly faded. A 

fine, uncut copy. (Portland): The Champoeg Press, 1962.  $75. 
 First edition. One of 750 copies designed and printed by 

Lawton Kennedy. Contains an account of Ciprianiôs cattle drive from 

Missouri to California in 1853, a visit with Brigham Young, the 

assembling of his elegant prefabricated home in Belmont, etc. 

[Kurutz: 131-c. 

 

44. CLARK , Sterling B.F. How Many Miles from St. Jo? 

The Log of Sterling B.F. Clark, a Forty Niner. 12mo. 

Illustrations. Cloth-backed marbled boards, A fine copy. San 

Francisco: Privately Printed, 1929.  $60. 
 First edition. Sterling Clark left Pennsylvania in 1849 and 

followed the Humboldt-Carson Route into California. He arrived in 

Sacramento in August and washed gold at Mormon Island and 

Sandwich Island diggings. Supplementing the diary are extracts of 

letters from Sterling to Rachel Mitchell, his future bride, describing 

life in California and urging her to come. Clark became the Alcalde 

of Natoma, or Mormon Island. He went back home to marry but on 

the return trip became ill crossing Nicaragua and died in San 

Francisco at the age of twenty-eight. His daughter was born 

posthumously. Includes comments by the authorôs daughter, Ella 

Sterling Mighels, together with a brief autobiography of James 

Phelan, 1819-1892, pioneer merchant. [Kurutz: 137]. 

 

45. [CLIFFORD , Henry A.]. A Sampler of Californiaôs 

Pictorial Letter Sheets 1849-1869. Small quarto. Text plus 30 

unbound facsimile letter sheets, many folding. Housed in 

printed tan folder. Lower left corner of folder and facsimiles a 

bit crunched, else a fine copy. (San Francisco: Henry H. 

Clifford, 1980).  $75. 
 Printed by The Castle Press. One 200 copies. Scarce. 

Lettersheets reproduced from the collection of Henry H. Clifford who 

provides brief comments, as well as the introductory text. 

 

46. [CLIPPER SHIP CARDS]. United States Clipper 

Ship Cards at Public Auction. Auction Catalogue. 415 

illustrations, a few in color. Stiff glossy pictorial wrappers. A 

very fine copy. New York: Robert A. Siegel Auction 

Galleries, Inc., June 13, 1990. $75. 
 First edition. An extremely important auction sale 

catalogue of the most extensive private collection of clipper ship 

cards ever assembled. These elaborate lithographed cards, beginning 

about 1853, advertised to firms wishing to transport equipment and 

supplies primarily to California. They are very rare and are seldom 

offered. This auction catalogue illustrates all 415 cards being offered. 

It is a primary reference on the subject. Price list included. 

 

SOLD COBLENTZ , Stanton A. Villains and Vigilantes. 

The Story of James King of William and Pioneer Justice in 

California. 8 illustrations. Bibliography, index. Green cloth. A 

fine copy with slightly chipped dust jacket. New York: 

Wilson-Erickson, 1936. $75. 
 First edition. Story of the two Committees of Vigilance in 

San Francisco. Much on crime during the Gold Rush years, including 

Joaquin Murieta. Covers ñthe Hounds,ò the execution of Jenkins by 

the Vigilance Committee, William Coleman, the hanging of Stuart, 

meeting of the Committee in Portsmouth Square, the surrender and 

execution of Casey and Cora, etc. [Adams, Six-Guns: 448] 
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48. COIT , Daniel Wadsworth. Digging for Gold ï 

Without a Shovel. The Letters of Daniel Wadsworth Coit from 

Mexico City to San Francisco, 1848-1851. Edited, with an 

Introduction by George P. Hammond. Quarto. Frontis portrait, 

16 plates. Red cloth. A fine copy. (Denver): Old West 

Publishing Co., 1967.  $75. 
 First edition. One of 1250 copies printed by Lawton and 

Alfred Kennedy. A series of letters from Coit to his wife describing 

Mexico City during the war with the United States, and California 

during the height of the Gold Rush. Eight of the plates reproduce his 

realistic sketches of San Francisco and of Benicia. [Kurutz: 142]. 

 

49. COIT , Daniel Wadsworth. The Drawings and Letters 

of... An Artist in El Dorado. Edited, with a biographical sketch 

by Edith M. Coulter. Quarto. 8 plates from drawings by Coit. 

Linen-backed blue boards. A fine copy. San Francisco: The 

Book Club of California, 1937. $150. 
 First edition. One of 325 copies printed by the Grabhorn 

Press. Seven illustrations are among the earliest views of San 

Francisco drawn by a ó49er; the eighth is of Benicia. [Kurutz: 143]. 

 

50. COLTON , Reverend Walter. Three Years in 

California. 12mo. Engraved frontis portrait, 5 engraved 

portraits, 6 engraved tinted plates, 1 map, folding facsimile. 

Brown cloth, California State seal in gilt on front cover. Spine 

ends and lower corners show wear, slight repair to head of 

spine, some occasional foxing or spotting. Original ownerôs 

dated signature on blank flyleaf (ñC. N. Burton, Oct., 1850ò), 

bookplate on inner cover, early 20
th
 century inscription on 

front free endpaper. A very good copy. New York: A.S. 

Barnes and Co., 1850.  $375. 
 First edition. Colton founded the first newspaper in 

California and served as the first American Alcalde of Monterey. His 

diary, covering the period from 1846-1849, is largely devoted to the 

manners and customs of the people surrounding him. [Cowan: p. 137; 

Howes I: C-625; Howes II: Kurutz: 151a; C-631; Rocq: 5644; Sabin: 

14800; Zamorano Eighty: 20]. 

 

51. COLTON , Reverend Walter. Three Years in 

California. Introduction and Notes by Marguerite Eyer 

Wilbur. Frontis portrait, 6 portraits, 1 map. Yellow cloth. A 

very fine copy with pictorial dust jacket (small chip to upper 

rear edge). (Stanford): Stanford University Press, (1949).  $45. 
 First edition of the facsimile reprint of the 1850 first 

edition. Colton founded the first newspaper in California and served 

as the first American Alcalde of Monterey. His diary, covering the 

period from 1846-1849, is largely devoted to the manners and 

customs of the people surrounding him. This edition includes a new 

introduction by Marguerite Eyer Wilbur. 

 

52. COLTON , Reverand Walter. The California Diary. 

Foreword by Joseph A. Sullivan. Small 4to. 5 plates from 

drawings, text map, folding facsimile; index. Red cloth. A fine 

copy. Oakland: Biobooks, 1948.  $75. 
 A beautifully printed reissue of Coltonôs ñThree Years in 

California.ò One of 1,000 copies printed by the Gillick Press. Colton 

was appointed Alcalde of Monterey by Commodore Stockton. 

Among other accomplishments, Colton established a public school 

there and built a schoolhouse which was also used for the state 

Constitutional Convention. He also established the first newspaper in 

California, The Californian. [Kurutz: 151i]. 

53. COMSTOCK , J. L. A History of the Precious 

Metalsé Together with an Account of the Products of Various 

Mines... Dark brown cloth. Two bookplates, including that of 

Thomas W. Norris. Light chipping to foot of spine, more so to 

head of spine with quarter-inch section lacking, else a clean 

and crisp copy throughout. Hartford: Belknap and Hamersley, 

1849.  $1,250. 
 First edition. Very obscure and rare. With the bookplate of 

famous Californiana collector, Thomas W. Norris. ñThe discovery of 

California gold made Comstockôs world survey appeal to a much 

wider audience. He hurriedly included information on California and 

added a final chapter entitled óEstimated Expenses of Outfits from the 

United States to California.ô Comstock also calculated the cost of 

going to California, the loss of labor in the eastern United States, and 

estimated that it would take $22,260,000. in California gold before 

the United States would realize a profitò (Kurutz). [Cowan: p.139; 

Kurutz: 154; Sabin: 15074]. 

 

54. CORNING , Frederick Gleason. Papers from the 

Notes of an Engineer. Maps, diagrams, plates and text 

illustrations. Brown cloth. Rubbing to extremities, inner front 

hinge just starting. A very good copy. New York: Scientific 

Publishing Co., 1889. $125. 
 First compiled edition. Most of the sections were first 

published in The Engineering and Mining Journal. Includes chapters 

on the Panama Canal; the Lake of Titicaca, Bolivia; the Gold Mines 

of the Tipuani River, Bolivia; and more. Two chapters include The 

Gold Quartz Mines of Grass Valley, Nevada County, California, and 

The Mill of the North Star Gold Mine, Grass Valley, California. 

 

55. COX, Isaac. The Annals of Trinity County. Preface 

by Caroline Wenzel. Introduction by Owen Coy. Cloth-backed 

boards. A very fine copy with slipcase. Eugene, Oregon: 

Printed for Harold C. Holmes, 1940. $225. 
 One of 350 copies printed by John Henry Nash. The 

definitive edition of the first California history, originally printed in 

1858. In addition to the original work, there has been added a 

complete index and about 65 pages of valuable historical annotations 

by James W. Bartlett. Judge Bartlett, an authority on the history of 

the county, owned one of the six known copies (only 2 of which are 

complete) of the original edition. For many years he researched, 

authenticated and made plain many of the historical events narrated 

herein. ñThe Annals ranks as not only the first California county 

history but also the first mining history. In July, 1848, Pierson B. 

Reading discovered gold on the Trinity River, and for the next 

several years, that region was overrun by eager gold seekers, and 

dotted with camps named Poverty Bar, Buck-eye Bar, Sardine Bar, 

Polka Bar, and Kanaka Baré Trinity County, while not in the Sierra 

Nevada, was nevertheless an important part of the gold regions of the 

Days of Forty-Nineéò (Kurutz). [Howes I: C-819; Howes II: C-825; 

Kurutz: 159-b; Rocq: 15151]. 

 

56. COY, Owen C. In the Diggings of ó49. An Authentic 

Historical Account of the Gold Region. Small quarto. 16 

illustrations, plates, maps. Dark blue cloth. A very fine copy 

with the elusive pictorial dust jacket. Los Angeles: California 

State Historical Association, 1948.  $75. 
 First edition. An excellent and readable account of the Gold 

Rush and the spread of the gold region during the 1850ôs. Includes a 

good bibliography and index. Material on the American River mines, 

the Mother Lode mines, the Yuba and Feather River mines, the 

Trinity-Klamath mines, a chapter on ñMinerôs Ways,ò etc. 
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57. COY, Owen C. [Compiler & Editor]. A Pictorial 

History of California. Oblong 4to. 261 full-page plates with 

accompanying text. Publisherôs gray-green cloth. Remnants 

from semi-removed bookplate on inner cover, cloth lightly 

rubbed at extremities. A very good copy, internally fine and 

clean. Berkeley: University of California Press, (1925).  $325. 
 First edition. Scarce. An extraordinary collection of 

pictorial material on the history of California, each sheet (printed on 

rectos only) representing a photographic reproduction (with captions) 

of contemporary prints, maps, photographs, drawings and paintings, 

ethnographic specimens, etc., many of which are inaccessible except 

in this work. Includes much on the Mission and Gold Rush periods. 

This work includes an amazing wealth of pictorial material from 

which one could learn the entire basic history of California. Most of 

the reproduced lithographs, paintings, and photographs cannot be 

found elsewhere except with great difficulty and/or expense. ñMany 

pictures of the Gold Rush periodò (Wheat). [Wheat: 52]. 

 

58. CRONISE, Titus Fey. The Natural Wealth of 

California. 17 wood-engraved plates, advertisements. Green 

pebbled cloth. Some wear to spine ends and corners, inner 

front hinge starting. A very good copy. San Francisco: 

Bancroft, 1868. $250. 
 First edition, scarcest issue with the tipped-in wood-

engraved plates (this issue very obscure). The best and most reliable 

work of its time, describing the early history of California, geography 

and topography, California counties, climate, agriculture, geology, 

zoology, flora, metallurgical processes, mines and mining, 

manufactures, a chapter devoted to the city and county of San 

Francisco, and a final chapter on miscellaneous subjects including 

information on numerous California railroad including various short 

line railroads, and projected railroads. Also includes information on 

steamship lines, ship building, telegraphs, State and County finances, 

gold product, fisheries, immigration and population, voters, the 

Chinese in California, libraries, journalism, etc. [Cowan: p. 150; 

Wheat: 53]. 

 

59. CULVER , J. Horace. J. Horace Culverôs 

Sacramento City Directory for the Year 1851, With a History 

of Sacramento to 1851, Biographical Sketches, and 

Informative Appendices by Mead B. Kibbey. Color frontis, 

portraits and other illustrations; appendices. Footnotes, 

bibliographic notes. Green cloth, gilt. A very fine copy. 

Sacramento: California State Library Foundation, 2000. $75. 
 Reprint of the 1851 directory with a mass of additional 

material provided by Kibbey. The actual directory is reproduced on 

yellow paper and takes up but 96 pages of this work. Mr. Kibbey then 

expands upon the original directory and provides a history of 

Sacramento to 1851; a large section of biographical sketches of 

selected names contained within the directory; a section in which he 

provides Sacramento street numbers before 1880 and the 

corresponding new street numbers after that time; a supplement to the 

original directory using the new style numbering (after 1880); 

Commander Wilkesô report on his 1841 visit to Sacramento; Larkinôs 

report on his 1848 visit to the gold mines on the American River; 

Captain Folsomôs 1848 report on mining gold; and finally, James 

McClatchyôs 1849 dispatch on crossing Mexico. A researcherôs 

dream! 

 

60. DANA , Julian. Sutter of California. A Biography. 

Illustrations, map, bibliography, index. Red pictorial cloth. 

Spine slightly faded, else a fine copy. New York: The Press of 

the Pioneers, 1934. $75. 
 First edition. Presentation inscription, signed by the author. 

A fine biography of John A. Sutter. Includes a discussion of ñSutterôs 

Fort Todayò by the curator, Harry C. Peterson, an ñInventory of 

Sutterôs Purchase of Fort Ross and Bodega,ò and a genealogy of the 

ñDescendants of Sutterò. 

 

61. DANA , Julian. Sutter of California. A Biography. 

Illustrations, map, bibliography, index. Red pictorial cloth. 

Spine slightly faded, else a fine copy. New York: The Press of 

the Pioneers, 1934. $75. 
 Another copy of the first edition. Signed by the author. A 

fine biography of John A. Sutter. Includes a discussion of ñSutterôs 

Fort Todayò by the curator, Harry C. Peterson, an ñInventory of 

Sutterôs Purchase of Fort Ross and Bodega,ò and a genealogy of the 

ñDescendants of Sutterò. 

 

62. DAVIS , Stephen Chapin. California Gold Rush 

Merchant. The Journal of Stephen Chapin Davis. Edited by 

Benjamin B. Richards. Map, notes, index. Cloth-backed 

boards. A very fine copy. San Marino: Huntington Library, 

1956.  $75. 
 First edition. Signed by author, E. Geoffrey Bangs. Presents 

the gold rush through the eyes of a seventeen-year-old merchant. 

ñDavis and his brother, Josiah, of Nashua, New Hampshire, sailed 

from New York City via Panama for San Francisco and the gold 

fields. The journal begins on June 1, 1850, and concludes on May 26, 

1854, with some gaps. The brothers operated a successful mercantile 

operation in Long Bar on the Yuba River before trying their luck in 

Oregon. Unsuccessful, they returned home. Stephenôs description of 

their return trip across the Isthmus of Panama and of a riot between 

natives and Americans is dramatic. Tired of the New England 

climate, Stephen left for California on January 21, 1852, and kept a 

store at Coulterville, on Maxwellôs Creek for the next two years. 

News of his brotherôs death ended his California adventure in April, 

1854ò (Kurutz). [Gudde: p.393; Kurutz: 169; Rocq: 15770]. 

 

63. DAVIS , William Heath. Seventy-Five Years in 

California. 2 color plates, 41 illustrations, facsimile 

newspaper. Offsetting from facsimile, as usual. A fine copy. 

San Francisco: John Howell Books, 1929.  $125. 
 First trade edition, limited to 2000 copies. One of the best 

and most valuable of California reminiscences of the early days of 

California. Davis, a noted California pioneer, visited California in 

1831, and again in 1833. He was then a California resident from 1838 

until his death in 1909. A portion of his text is devoted to pre-

Marshall gold discoveries in California. He also wrote important 

descriptions of pioneers and San Francisco at the time of the Gold 

Rush even though they represent only a fraction of the total narrative. 

[Kurutz: 170b; Zamorano Eighty: 27, note]. 

 

64. DAVIS , William Heath. Seventy-Five Years in 

California. Edited by Harold A. Small. Color frontis portrait, 

19 plates (4 folding). Gold cloth. A very fine, uncut copy. San 

Francisco: John Howell-Books, 1967.  $60. 
 Third and best edition. One of 2,500 copies. This edition 

includes a number of new illustrations, maps, glossary, bibliography, 

etc. One of the best reminiscences of the early days in California. 

Davis visited California in 1831, and again in 1833. He was then a 

California resident from 1838 until his death in 1909. [Kurutz: 170c]. 
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65. DAWSON, Nicholas. Narrative of Nicholas 

ñCheyenneò Dawson (Overland to California in ó41 & ó49, 

and Texas in ó51). With an Introduction by Charles L. Camp 

and Colored Drawings by Arvilla Parker. Illustrations. Cloth-

backed boards. Some offsetting (as usual) to free endpapers. A 

fine copy. San Francisco: Grabhorn Press, 1933. $125. 
 Second edition, first published c.1901 (only 50 copies 

printed). Although not indicated, one of 500 copies. Dawson was a 

member of the first overland party to cross the plains to California in 

1841 with the Bidwell-Bartleson Party; he also made the journey 

during the Gold Rush of 1849. His Narrative, first published about 

1901, was written a half-century after the adventures that he 

described, but is ñsurprisingly accurate as to main events and errs 

only slightly in matters of detailò (Camp). ñHe acquired the nickname 

ñCheyenneò after an embarrassing encounter with the Indians during 

the journey overlandéò (Mintz). [Cowan: p.661; Grabhorn: 184; 

Howes II: D-161; Kurutz 171b; Mintz: 118; Streeter: 3042]. 

 

66. DECKER , Peter. The Diaries of Peter Decker. 

Overland to California in 1849 and Life in the Mines, 1850-

51. Edited by Helen S. Giffen. Frontis portrait, 2 folding maps. 

Maroon cloth. A very fine and bright copy with pictorial dust 

jacket. Georgetown: The Talisman Press, 1966.  $150. 
 First edition. One of 750 copies. Printed from the original 

manuscript diaries. An excellent view of life in the mines. ñDecker 

served as the secretary of the Columbus and California Industrial 

Association. They started their journey from Columbus, Franklin 

County, Ohio, on April 4, 1849, and arrived at Sutterôs Fort on 

August 9, 1849. Decker was one of the first to arrive in the remote 

Trinity mining district. From there, the gold seeker went on to work 

the South Fork of the Yuba River and tells of the rigors of everyday 

mining life including the building of a diversion damò (Kurutz). 

Later, Decker was a storekeeper in Nevada City and became mayor 

of Marysville in 1858. The appendix includes several of Deckerôs 

letters. [Kurutz: 174; Mattes: 422; Mintz: 120]. 

 

SOLD DELANO , Alonzo. Across the Plains and Among the 

Diggings. Quarto. Photographs by L. Palenske. Foreword and 

epilogue by Rufus Rockwell Wilson. Red moiré cloth. 

Endpapers darkened, especially near gutter, else a fine copy. 

New York: Wilson-Erickson, 1936.  $75. 
 Reprint, and best edition, enhanced with over 100 

photographs taken along the overland trail that Delano and his 

followers followed in 1849. Delanoôs route and Palenskeôs photos are 

fully discussed in the excellent foreword by Wilson. Wilsonôs 22 

page epilogue, Landmarks and Memories, is equally interesting. 

ñThis is one of the most interesting of all California books... Delano... 

became a well-known and prosperous banker in Grass Valley, where 

he finally made his home and became locally famous as Old Blockò 

(Wagner-Camp). ñWhile providing what has become one of the great 

classics of the Overland Trail, Delano also wrote in detail about his 

adventures in the mines and the general conditions of newly arrived 

emigrants, miners, and Indiansò (Kurutz). ñThis may be the most 

interesting of all early California overland booksò (Mintz). [Kurutz: 

177g; Mintz: 121; Rocq: 6042]. 

 
68. DELANO , Alonzo. Alonzo Delanoôs California 

Correspondence... Edited with an Introduction and Notes by 

Irving McKee. Plate, map, illustrations. Brick cloth. A very 

fine copy. Sacramento: Sacramento Book Collectors Club, 

1952.   $100. 

 First edition in book form. One of 310 copies printed by 

Grant Dahlstrom at the Castle Press. A series of Gold Rush letters 

that originally appeared in the Ottawa (Illinois) Free Trader and the 

New Orleans True Delta between 1849 and 1852. ñThis handsome 

volume comprises thirty-six detailed lettersé they relate graphically 

the events of the river voyage to St. Joseph, the hazardous overland 

journey, and the sojourns in Sacramento, the mines, San Francisco, 

and points northé These rank among the finest and most descriptive 

letters from the mineséò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 176; Rocq: 6040]. 

 

69. DELANO , Alonzo. Alonzo Delanoôs Pen-Knife 

Sketches, or Chips of the Old Block. New foreword by G. Ezra 

Dane. Small quarto. Frontis, 20 headpieces, and 4 full -page 

drawings in color by Charles Nahl. Colophon and thirty-one 

initials printed in sepia. Blue-green boards, cloth spine, printed 

paper spine label; colored drawing and title by Charles Nahl 

on front cover. Ownerôs neat name on inner cover. A very fine 

and bright copy with the elusive plain peach dust jacket. San 

Francisco: The Grabhorn Press, 1934.  $150. 
 Reprinted from the only other edition of 1853. One of 550 

copies. The humorous sketches of California Gold Rush life by the 

man as famous for his profile as well as his wit, ñOld Blockò of 

California. [Grabhorn: 204; Kurutz: 181c]. 

 

70. DELANO , Alonzo. Old Blockôs Sketch Book. 

Foreword by Marquerite Eyer Wilbur. 15 full-page drawings 

by Charles Nahl. Blue cloth, pictorial pastedown. A fine copy. 

Santa Ana: The Fine Arts Press, 1947.  $60. 
 One of 1,000 copies. Reprints the original edition of 1856, 

reproducing the original Nahl illustrations. Delano became a well-

known and prosperous banker in Grass Valley, where he finally made 

his home and became locally famous as ñOld Block.ò [Curtiss: 38; 

Kurutz: 180b; Zamorano Eighty: 29]. 

 

71. [DELANO , Alonzo]. A Live Woman in the Mines; 

or, Pike County Ahead! A Local Play in Two Acts. By ñOld 

Block.ò Tall 12mo. 86pp. Yellow wrappers. Minor chipping to 

lower edge of covers, light wear to foot of spine. A fine copy. 

New York: Samuel French, (1857). $175. 
 First edition, first issue. ñéóOld Block,ô of course, was 

Alonzo Delanoé In a prefatory note, he wrote: óThe plot of this play 

is founded on fact. The history of John and Mary Wilson is that of 

hundreds who have come to California ï and their misfortunes and 

ultimate success is a type of what many others have experienced 

within the authorôs knowledge.ô He went on to describe how he based 

all the characters on people he had met in the mining country. Old 

Blockôs play was one of many published by Samuel French & Sonò 

(Kurutz). [Cowan: p.163; Kurutz: 178a]. 

 

72. DELAVAN , James. Notes on California and the 

Placers: How to Get There, and What to do Afterwards. 

Foreword by Joseph A. Sullivan. Blue cloth. Spine ends 

slightly rubbed. A fine copy. Oakland: Biobooks, 1956.  $60. 
 One of 700 copies. First published in 1850. A vivid account 

of a trip to California via Panama in 1849. ñéone of the most 

spirited accounts of the journey to California and life in the minesé 

Delavané arrived at San Franciscoé he journeyed to Sacramento 

and then Colomaé Delavan recorded memorable descriptions of 

Coloma and Spanish Bar; Oregonians, African-Americans, and other 

miners; his own tribulations; and the remarkable changes found in 

San Francisco and Sacramento upon return visitséò (Kurutz). 

[Howes I: D-237; Howes II: D-240; Kurutz: 183-b]. 
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73. DE MASSEY, Ernest. A Frenchman in the Gold 

Rush. The Journal of Ernest De Massey, Argonaut of 1849. 

Translated by Marguerite Eyer Wilbur. Illustrations, maps, 

facsimiles. Dark blue cloth. A very fine copy (the printed dust 

jacket is present but is very worn and repaired). San Francisco: 

California Historical Society, 1927.  $150. 
 First edition. Translated into English from the unpublished 

French manuscript journal, this is an excellent account by a cultivated 

and well-educated man. ñErnest de Massey, a French nobleman, 

arrived in San Francisco on December 14, 1849, after a long sea 

voyage from France aboard the Cérèsé He spent the winter of 1850 

in San Francisco, which gave him ample opportunity to record in 

detail what he sawò (Kurutz). De Massey mined at the Trinity River 

mining region. He also prospected at the Big Bar region without 

much success, and later headed for the Klamath Riveré he left for 

San Francisco in August, and then went to San Jose, Santa Cruz and 

San Juan Bautista. He finally went back to San Francisco... He ended 

his memoir with the establishment of a store to sell foreign-language 

publications. [Cowan: p.165; Kurutz: 185; Wheat, Gold Rush: 60]. 

 

74. DE QUINCEY , Thomas. California and the Gold 

Mania. Color sketches from ñPunchò (1 folding black & white 

illustration on yellow paper). Cloth-backed boards. A fine 

copy. (San Francisco: The Colt Press, 1945). $60. 
 Limited to 500 copies. ñDe Quincey, in this humorous 

essay, criticized the mania aroused by gold discoveries in California 

and Australia. He wrote óNow, it happened that the bad Barnums 

took charge of the California swindleé De Quinceyôs text first 

appeared in the English periodical Hoggôs Weekly Instructor in 1852ò 

(Kurutz). [Kurutz: 189j; Rocq: 15774]. 

 

SOLD [DERBY, George H.]. Phoenixiana; or, Sketches and 

Burlesques. By John Phoenix. Collated complete. Frontis. 

Brown embossed cloth, gilt illustration of Squibob on upper 

cover (repeated in blind on lower cover), gilt pictorial spine. 

Spine gilt slightly dulled, but a fine and tight copy. New York: 

D. Appleton and Company, 1856.  $350. 
 First edition. The first printing of the first collected edition 

of the writings of this Gold Rush humorist. Scarce in this condition. 

Humorous sketches of California by John Phoenix or John Squibob, 

the pen names of U.S. Lieutenant George H. Derby. ñThe lighter side 

of the Gold Rush, by óthe father of the native American school of 

humor,ô who was also an eminent topographical engineeréò 

(Wheat). [Baird-Greenwood: 643; BAL: 4650 (state A); Cowan: 

p.167; Sabin: 19665; Wheat: 63; Wright II: 739]. 

 

76. [DERBY George H.] Phoenixiana or Sketches and 

Burlesques. Introduction by John Kendrick Bangs. Illustrated 

by E. W. Kemble. Yellow pictorial cloth. Spine a bit darkened, 

else a  fine copy. New York: D. Appleton and Company, 

1903.  $150. 
 First of this edition, with added illustrations by Kemble and 

the introduction by John Kendrick Bangs. Humorous sketches of 

California by John Phoenix or John Squibob, the pen names of U.S. 

Lieutenant George H. Derby. [BAL: 762 (under entry for John 

Kendrick Bangs; also listed as an entry for Derbyôs writings).]. 

 

77. DERBY, George H. Phoenixiana. A Collection of the 

Burlesques & Sketches of John Phoenix... Edited and with an 

introduction by Francis P. Farquhar. Illustrations, facsimile 

sketches, etc. Cloth-backed boards. A very fine copy. San 

Francisco: Grabhorn Press, 1937. $150. 

 Limited to 550 copies printed and issued by the Grabhorn 

Press. Humorous sketches of California by John Phoenix or John 

Squibob, the pen names of U.S. Lieutenant George H. Derby. Draws 

upon original sources for its material and contains many hitherto 

uncollected nuggets of humor as well as familiar favorites. The 

sequence of ñhunting scenesò is here published for the first time. 

[Grabhorn: 277]. 

 

78. DIETRICH , Dr. The German Emigrants; or 

Frederick Wohlgemuthôs Voyage to California... Translated by 

Leopold Wray. 12mo. Eight hand-colored plates by Charlie 

Brakeley. Decorated boards. A very fine copy. Stanford 

University: James Ladd Delkin, 1949.  $45. 
 One of 1,000 copies. Reprint of the very rare first edition 

published in 1852. An unusual ñjuveniliaò concerning a voyage to 

California and subsequent adventures in the mines. [Kurutz: 194b]. 

 

79. DILLER , J.S. Geology of the Taylorsville Region, 

California. 3 folding plates, 2 large folding color maps in rear 

pocket, 12 text figures. Gray wrappers. A very fine copy. 

Washington: Government Printing Office, 1908. $30. 
 First edition. Bulletin 353 of the U.S.G.S. A thorough study 

of the famous gold-mining region around Taylorsville in parts of 

Plumas and Lassen counties. One of the plates shows a diagram of 

mining claims. 

 

80. DILLON , Richard H. Foolôs Gold. The Decline and 

Fall of Captain John Sutter of California. Photographs, maps. 

Bibliographic essay, index. Black cloth. A very fine copy with 

dust jacket. New York: Coward-McCann,(1967).  $50. 
 First edition. Signed by the author. A readable and 

revealing account covering all aspects of Sutterôs life. 

 

81. DOBLE , John. John Dobleôs Journal and Letters 

from the Mines: Mokelumne Hill, Jackson, Volcano and San 

Francisco, 1851 -1865. Edited by Charles L. Camp. Small 

quarto. Frontis, 4 illustrations, 3 folding maps. Pictorial cloth. 

A very fine copy. Denver: The Old West Publishing Co., 

(1962).   $90. 
 First edition. One of 1000 copies designed and printed by 

Lawton Kennedy. The publication of this hitherto unattributed diary 

makes an important contribution to our knowledge of the Gold Rush. 

The maps show many places never before mapped. ñNext to Bruff, it 

(this work) is probably the best of the published Gold Rush diariesò 

(Gudde). ñIn narrative form, he describes the passage from New 

York, the trek across Nicaragua, and his arrival in San Francisco on 

January 2, 1852ò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 197]. 

 

82. DOTEN, Alfred. The Journals of Alfred Doten, 

1849-1903. Edited by Walter Van Tilburg Clark. Small thick 

quarto. 3 volumes. Nearly 80 photographs, facsimiles, 

portraits and maps. Index. Gray-green cloth. A very fine set 

with slipcase (printed paper label on slipcase). Reno: 

University of Nevada Press, 1973. $250. 
 First edition. Doten is considered Nevadaôs premier diarist. 

No less than 55 of his years are recorded in 79 leather bound journals. 

The author sailed around the Horn at the age of 19 in March of 1849. 

His life ended in Carson City in 1903. Starting as a carpenter, Doten 

became a rancher and miner in Californiaôs Sierra. He mined for gold 

in and around Rich Gulch, Lower Bar, and Spanish Gulch in the 

region of the Calaveras and Mokelumne rivers and provides 

ñamazingly detailed descriptions of life in the Mother Lodeò 
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(Kurutz). In 1865 he began a 39 year journalistic career, primarily at 

the Gold Hill Daily News where he became editor-owner in 1872. 

The News became Nevadaôs leading political and mining journal. Of 

unusual historic interest is Dotenôs coverage of the Comstock after 

1878. [Kurutz: 201; Paher: 491]. 

 

83. DOWNIE , Major William. Hunting for Gold... 

Illustrations, portraits, plates. Blue cloth. A very fine copy 

with dust jacket. Palo Alto: American West, (1971). $45. 
 Facsimile printing of the original 1893 edition. This new 

printing adds an introduction by Robert H. Becker and, most 

importantly, a complete index. The work is considered one of the 

finest reminiscences of mining life. The author was the founder of 

Downieville. ñOne of the best Gold Rush reminiscencesò (Dale 

Morgan). [Kurutz: 203, note]. 

 

84. DRESSLER, Albert. Californiaôs Pioneer 

Mountaineer of Rabbit Creek. Color frontis, map, illustrations, 

plates and facsimiles. Green cloth. A fine copy. San Francisco: 

Albert Dressler, 1930.  $75. 
 First edition. One of 525 copies. Story of John Thomas 

Mason who crossed the plains in 1851 and spent the next 79 years in 

the Rabbit Creek region (Plumas county) and Sierra County. Covers 

the history and growth of Rabbit Creek along with numerous 

accounts of local events of the early days. Much on the mining areas, 

local individuals, the California Stage Company, etc. 

 

85. DRESSLER, Albert [Editor]. Californiaôs Pioneer 

Circus. Joseph Andrew Rowe, Founder... Plates, 

reproductions, drawings, facsimiles. Blue cloth. Some foxing 

to fore-edge of text block, light spotting to lower edge of front 

cover, else a nice copy. (San Francisco: Albert Dressler, 

1926).  $45. 
 Reprint of the very rare 1856 first printing. One of 1250 

copies. ñMemoirs and personal correspondence relative to the circus 

business through the Gold Country in the 50ôs.ò Rowe was a 

celebrated equestrian. Includes a description of the Pioneer circus 

while in San Francisco, held at Jackson and Montgomery streets. 

[see: Cowan: p.544]. 

 

86. DRIESBACH , Janice T. et al. Art of the Gold Rush. 

Quarto. Color plates and black & white reproductions. Artist 

biographies, bibliography, index. Still wrappers. Upper corner 

a bit jammed, else a fine copy. (Oakland, Sacramento and 

Berkeley): Oakland Museum of California, the Crocker Art 

Gallery, and the University of California Press, (1998). $25. 
 First edition. A sumptuously illustrated book which 

accompanied the exhibition of the same name. Presents the first 

detailed examination of the multitude of insightful works of art 

produced because of the California Gold Rush. Of particular interest 

is the large section of artist biographies. 

 

87. ECCLESTON, Robert. The Mariposa Indian War, 

1850-51. Diaries of Robert Eccleston: The California Gold 

Rush, Yosemite, and the High Sierra. Edited by C. Gregory 

Crampton. Mounted portrait, folding map. Bibliography and 

index. Rust cloth. A fine copy. Salt Lake City: University of 

Utah, 1957.  $150. 
 First edition. One of 500 copies. An important Gold Rush 

diary being the record of Ecclestonôs experiences in the Southern 

mines during 1850-51. He joined the Mariposa Battalion, explored 

the Yosemite with the Savage-Bunnell party, the Big Trees, and the 

Sierra between the main forks of the Merced and San Joaquin rivers. 

ñIn 1851, Eccleston returned to the mines called óCayote Messô on 

the San Joaquin River near Fine Gold Gulch. He continued his 

diaryé and described in some detail his mining activities, amount 

earned, and expenses incurredò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 215; Rocq: 5103]. 

 

88. EGENHOFF, Elisabeth L. [Compiler]. The Elephant 

As They Saw It. A Collection of Contemporary Pictures and 

Statements on Gold Mining in California. Old prints, drawings 

and photographs; facsimiles. Later blue cloth, wrappers bound 

in. A fine copy. San Francisco: Division of Mines, 1949. $45. 
 First printing, issued as a supplement to the California 

Journal of Mines and Geology. A collection of contemporary pictures 

and text on gold mining in California. Includes reproductions of rare 

daguerreotypes and ambrotypes taken in the diggings. 

 

89. EGENHOFF, Elisabeth L. [Compiler]. The Elephant 

As They Saw It... [With]: Fabricasé Mineral Materials Used 

in Building in California Prior to 1850. [With]: De Argento 

Vivoé on Quicksilver and Its Recovery in California Prior to 

1860. 3 titles bound in one. Old prints, drawings, photographs 

and facsimiles. Blue cloth. A very fine copy. San Francisco: 

Division of Mines, 1963, 1952, 1953.  $175. 
 Third printing of the first title, first printings of the second 

two titles. The first presents a collection of contemporary pictures 

and text on gold mining in California and includes reproductions of 

rare daguerreotypes and ambrotypes taken in the diggings. The 

second presents a wealth of information dealing with mineral 

materials used in building in California prior to 1850. The third title 

gives a history of quicksilver and its mining in California prior to 

1860. It includes extracts from writings on quicksilver that date from 

300 B.C. to the sixteenth century, as well as numerous illustrations 

and extracts from writings on the discovery and mining of quicksilver 

in California to the middle of the nineteenth century. 

 

90. ELLIS , Henry Hiram. From the Kennebec to 

California: Reminiscences of a California Pioneer, 1829-

1909. Introduction by Robert Glass Cleland. Edited by 

Laurence R. Cook. Index. Blue/gray cloth. A fine copy with 

spine-darkened dust jacket. Los Angeles: Warren F. Lewis, 

(1959).  $60. 
 First edition. ñHenry Ellisé arrived in San Francisco in 

July, 1849. According to these vividly written recollections, heé 

took passage for Sacramento on a sloop loaded with Chilean flour... 

He soon gave up on mining. After a short time, he purchased a 

schooner, the Gazelle, but longing to be part of the coastal trade, 

purchased the brig John Dunlop. Ellis remained in the shipping 

business until 1854. He also participated in both Vigilance 

Committeesò [Kurutz: 220]. 

 

91. ELLIS , W. T. Memories. My Seventy-Two Years in 

the Romantic County of Yuba, California. Introduction by 

Richard Belcher. Frontis portrait, illustrations. Cloth-backed 

boards. A very fine copy with printed dust jacket. Eugene: 

University of Oregon, 1939. $150. 
 First edition. Printed by John Henry Nash. The memoirs of 

a life-long resident of Marysville, and a recognized authority on flood 

control and levee construction, especially in the Sacramento Valley. 

ñThis book should remain as a text-booké in flood conditions in the 

Sacramento Valleyò (Belcher). Includes much on early Marysville: 

gambling, theatrical amusements, railroads, steamboats, stages, the 

fire department, Chinese Tong wars, etc. [Rocq: 15600]. 
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92. ENGEL , René, et al. Geology and Mineral Deposits 

of the Lake Elsinore Quadrangle, California. Photographs and 

maps, 7 folding maps in rear pocket. Bibliography, index. Tan 

cloth. A very fine copy. San Francisco: Division of Mines, 

1959.  $45. 
 First edition. Bulletin 146 of the California Division of 

Mines. Covers geology and mineral deposits (metals, non-metals, and 

water resources). Lake Elsinore, in Riverside County, was named 

after the Danish castle made famous by Shakespeareôs Hamlet (in 

Danish, Helsingør). Previously, it was Rancho La Laguna. 

 

93. EVANS, Robert Frank. Notes on Land and Sea. Red 

cloth. Spine slightly faded. Ownerôs signature. A fine copy. 

Boston: Richard G. Badger, The Gorham Press, (1922). $45. 
 First edition. Evans and two companions began their trek 

on  April 17, 1850. ñThey took a steamer down the Mississippi to 

New Orleans. From there, they took a schooner bound for Chagres 

and Panama and arrived on May 23é Evans finally boarded a 

steamer headed for California via the Hawaiian Islands. While in 

Hawaii, he talked to several gold seekers who had been to the 

California mines and obtained a more realistic view of what to 

expect. Evans noted that a number of them had come to Hawaii to 

recover their health. In July, he boarded the ship Cachalot and passed 

through the Golden Gate on August 12ò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 227]. 

 

94. FARNHAM , T. J. The Early Days of California: 

Embracing What I Saw and Heard There, With Scenes in the 

Pacific. Frontis, numerous full-page and text woodcuts. Red 

cloth. Light extremity rubbing, covers lightly soiled or spotted, 

slight wear to head of spine, less so to corners, light damp 

stain to upper edges of first few leaves, early ownerôs 

signature and bookplate. A very good copy. Philadelphia: John 

E. Potter, 1860. $150. 
 Second edition with this variant title. Originally published 

in 1844 as ñTravels in the Californias.ò This California classic begins 

with a section on the Sandwich Islands, and continues with a 

description of California prior to the conquest. This newer edition 

also covers the Conquest, the Discovery of Gold, etc. Farnham goes 

into great detail about the missions, and gives thumbnail biographies 

of many of the missionaries, including Kino, Ugarte, and Salvatierra. 

[Cowan: p.203; Howes I: F-49; Howes II: F-49; Kurutz: 233, note; 

Wagner-Camp: 107:13] 

 

95. FERGUSON, Charles D. The Experiences of a 

Forty-Niner During Thirty-Four Yearsô Residence in 

California and Australia. Edited and with an introduction by 

Frederick T. Wallace. 2 portraits, numerous plates. Maroon 

cloth. Slight rubbing to spine ends, corners and lower edge of 

boards, else a fine, tight copy. Cleveland, Ohio: The Williams 

Publishing Company, 1888. $350. 
 First edition. ñThe first half of the book is devoted to the 

overland trek and California é Ferguson first mined at Rich Bar and 

the Feather River areaé From memory, Ferguson provided 

descriptions of Marysville in 1850-51 and Grass Valley and Nevada 

City (the great fire and typhoid fever epidemic) until 1852é Hearing 

of an even richer discovery of gold in Australia, Ferguson and friends 

crossed the Pacific Ocean to the land down under. He returned from 

Australia to San Francisco in 1883 and thence back to Clevelandò 

(Kurutz). [Cowan: p. 206; Graff: 1305; Kurutz: 235a; Rocq: 5986; 

Wheat: 74]. 

 

96. FERGUSON, Henry G. and Roger W. Gannett. 

Gold Quartz Veins of the Alleghany District, California. 

Quarto. 58 plates and 46 text figures, including photographs 

and maps (many folding and in color; 5 large folding in rear 

pocket). Index. Newly bound in brown cloth. Minor foxing to 

borders of a few preliminary plates, corners of first twenty text 

leaves slightly curled. Overall, a fine copy. Washington: 

Government Printing Office, 1932. $225. 
 First edition. Professional Paper 172 of the U.S.G.S. The 

district, in the southernmost part of Sierra County, has been famous 

for many years for its rich supply of native gold ores. The deposits, 

the mines, features of geology and mineralogy are all carefully and 

fully described. A wealth of information and maps on the mines still 

in production. Scarce. 

 

97. FISHER, Vardis and Opal Laurel Holmes. Gold 

Rushes and Mining Camps of the Early American West. Thick 

Quarto. Nearly 300 photographs; notes, bibliography, index. 

Brown cloth. A very fine copy with pictorial dust jacket. 

Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxton Printers, 1968.  $100. 
 First edition, first printing. A vast and scholarly 

compilation of information. Sections include the California Gold 

Rush and other Rushes; Life in the Camps; Crime and Justice; 

Special Characters and Situations, etc. ñThe most complete treatise of 

early mining in the West that I have examined.ò (Six-Guns: 725). 

 

98. FISHER, Vardis and Opal Laurel Holmes. Gold 

Rushes and Mining Camps of the Early American West. Thick 

quarto. Nearly 300 photographs; notes, bibliography, index. 

Brown cloth. A fine copy with pictorial dust jacket. Caldwell, 

Idaho: The Caxton Printers, 1979.  $50. 
 First edition, fourth printing. A vast compilation of 

information. Sections include the California Gold Rush and other 

Rushes; Life in the Camps; Crime and Justice; Special Characters and 

Situations, etc. ñThe most complete treatise of early mining in the 

West that I have examined.ò (Six-Guns: 725). 

 

99. FOLKMAN , David I., Jr. The Nicaragua Route. 

Portrait, illustrations, map ends. Appendices, notes, index. 

Brown cloth-backed boards. A very fine copy. Salt Lake City, 

Utah: University of Utah Press, (1972). $60. 
 First edition. Provides the full story of the Nicaragua route 

and depicts the route in its important role in the rush to the gold 

fields. Covers early travel across the Isthmus, the Nicaragua Contract, 

birth of the Nicaragua route, the route changes hands, filibuster 

complications, rivalry over a charter, the Central American Transit 

Company, etc. The appendices include passenger steamer schedules 

(ship name, departure date, number of passengers, arrival date), and 

the number of passengers by the Isthmian routes from 1848-1869. 

 

 

Mining laws of California 
 

SOLD FOOZ, Jean Henri Nicolas de. Fundamental 

Principles of the Law of Mines. Translated from the French, 

with Introductory Remarks by H. W. Halleck. [i]-cxlviii, 

882pp. Appendices, glossary. Full sheep. Contemporary 

ownerôs signature. Very slight wear to head of spine. A fine 

copy. San Francisco: J. B. Painter, Printer, 1860. $2,250. 
 First edition. Extremely scarce. Contemporary ownerôs 

signature (Harmon Bell) on inner cover, repeated on p. lxx. Harmon 

Bell was a prominent attorney both in San Francisco and Oakland 
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and, in 1904, was chief counsel for the San Francisco, Oakland & 

San Jose Railroad. This very obscure title includes the long (148pp.) 

ñIntroductory Remarksò by H. W. Halleck, the well-known San 

Francisco lawyer best known for his land grant cases. Halleck grew 

rich from these cases, bought property, and built the Montgomery 

Block (1853), the largest office building on the Pacific Coast. Later 

he became the army general commanding the Department of the 

Pacific (1865-69) in San Francisco. Halleck is probably best known 

for his Report on Land Titles in California (1850), his A Collection of 

Mining Laws of Spain and Mexico (1859) which was extensively 

used in his land title cases, and for his extensive introduction to this 

work on the Law of Mines. Halleckôs introduction contains a section 

of ñMining Laws and Mining Rights of California.ò De Fooz was a 

professor of law at the University of Liege, a former Judge, etc. 

[Greenwood, California Imprints: 1258; not noted by Cowan, Howes, 

Kurutz, Sabin, or any number of other bibliographies consulted]. 

 

101. FOURGEAUD, Victor J. The First Californiac. 

Being a Reprint of Prospects of California Written by Dr. 

Victor H. [sic]  Fourgeaud... Prolegomenon by Carroll D. Hall. 

Pen and ink drawings by Lawrence E. Walker. Calf-backed 

boards. Spine very lightly rubbed, edge of boards slightly 

darkened. Front and rear gutters browned as usual (leather 

offsetting). Overall, a fine copy. San Francisco: Press of Lewis 

and Dorothy Allen, 1942.  $175. 
 First book edition. First published in the April 1, 1848 issue 

of The California Star. 225 copies designed, handset, and printed by 

Lewis and Dorothy Allen. ñFourgeaudôs newspaper article, reprinted 

here for the first time in book form, is important for including one of 

the earliest published accounts of the gold discoveryò (Kurutz). 

[Allen: 2; Kurutz: 253]. 

 

102. FRÉMONT , Jessie Benton. A Year of American 

Travel. 32mo (4½x3 inches). Green cloth. Private library 

sticker on inner cover, two small holes to front free endpaper 

and adjacent leaf. Covers badly spotted or stained. A very 

good copy, internally fine and clean. New York: Harper and 

Brothers, 1878. $900. 
 First edition. Mrs. Fr®montôs account of her journey to 

California in 1848 to meet her husband, with observations on San 

Francisco during the Gold Rush, San Jose, and Monterey. ñJessie 

included a fine description of crossing the Isthmus and her seven-

week stay in Panama City... While there, she received letters from 

John and news of his overland difficulties, and she published his 

letters in this booké throughout these recollections, Jessie recorded 

in vivid detail not only her own affairs but also the Spanish customs 

of the region (Monterey), domestic life, local politics, and the doing 

of her husbandéò (Kurutz). Includes the text of her husbandôs letter 

of January 27, 1849, describing his expedition to the Rocky 

Mountains made during the winter of 1848-49.  [Graff: 1427; Howes 

I: F-363; Howes II: 365; Kurutz: 255a; Rader: 1477; Rocq: 15815]. 

 

103. FRÉMONT , Jessie Benton. A Year of American 

Travel: Narrative of a Personal Experience. With an 

Introduction by Patrice Manahan, and Engravings by Ernest 

Freed. Cloth-backed boards. Bookplate. A fine copy. San 

Francisco: The Book Club of California, 1960. $150. 
 Limited to 450 copies printed by the Plantin Press. Mrs. 

Fr®montôs account of her journey to California in 1848 to meet her 

husband, with observations on San Francisco during the Gold Rush,  
 

104. GALLUCCI , Mary McLennon & Lt. Col. Alfred. 

James E. Birch. A Sacramento Chapter in the History of 

Pioneer California Transportation. Introduction by Caroline 

Wenzel. Frontis, title-page portrait. Red cloth. Slight rubbing 

to spine ends and corners. A fine, uncut copy. Sacramento: 

Sacramento County Historical Society, 1958.  $45. 
 First edition. One of 500 copies designed and printed by 

Lawton Kennedy. Account of this pioneer stage man during the 

1850ôs, especially in relation to his activities in Sacramento and the 

neighboring mining towns, and the part he played in the first mail and 

transportation system to the Pacific Coast. 

 

105. GARDINER , Howard C. In Pursuit of the Golden 

Dream. Reminiscences of San Francisco and the Northern and 

Southern Mines. Edited by Dale L. Morgan. Thick quarto. 

Frontispiece, 7 illustrations, 2 maps (one folding inside rear 

cover). Red cloth. A fine copy. Stoughton, Massachusetts: 

Western Hemisphere, Inc., 1970.  $125. 
 First trade edition, first issue in the red cloth binding. 

Designed and printed by Lawton Kennedy. Detailed reminiscences of 

a ñForty Niner.ò Contains interesting observations on life in San 

Francisco and in the mines. Gardiner came to California via Panama 

and remained for eight years. Dale Morganôs 65 page introduction 

provides an extremely comprehensive survey of the entire literature 

of Gold Rush reminiscences, discussing in detail every such work 

published from 1860 to the present day, making clear why Gardinerôs 

narrative stands ñin the very first rankò of this literature. [Kurutz: 

262]. 

 

106. GARNIER , Dr. Pierre. A Medical Journey in 

California. Introduced and annotated by Doyce B. Nunis, Jr., 

Translated by L. Jay Oliva. 5 illustrations. Two-tone cloth. A 

very fine copy in dust jacket. Los Angeles: Zeitlin & Ver 

Brugge, 1967.  $125. 
 First English edition. One of 500 copies printed by Grant 

Dahlstrom. First published in Paris in 1854. A French doctorôs 

experiences in the California gold fields in 1851 and excellent 

description of gold rush medicine. Important to the history of 

medicine in California, as before 1860 there were very few trained 

doctors in California. ñDr. Garnier left for California from France on 

October 3, 1850, sailed around Cape Horn, and arrived at Monterey 

on April 7, 1851. He then went to San Francisco and toured the gold 

country. From his wide travels he was able to give his readers an 

overall impression of California and its geography and people. In 

particular, he wrote of medical conditions and services in the cities, 

towns, and mining campsò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 264b]. 

 

107. GARNIER , Dr. Pierre. Voyage Médical en 

Californie (1851). Introduction by Gilbert Chinard. 5 plates. 

Gray-blue wrappers. Some darkening to edges and spine of 

covers, else a fine copy. Washington: Institut Français de 

Washington, (1949). $60. 
 First book edition from this publisher, originally appearing 

in The French American Review, July ï September, 1949. It was 

produced from the original French edition published in Paris in 1854. 

Includes an excellent introduction in English by Chinard. A French 

doctorôs experiences in the California gold fields in 1851 and an 

excellent description of gold rush medicine. Garnier provides an 

overall impression of California and concentrates on the medical 

conditions and services in Monterey, San Francisco, the mining 

camps and towns. 
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108. GAY , Theresa. James W. Marshall, the Discoverer of 

California Gold: A Biography. 2 portraits, both in color, 

photographic illustrations; notes, appendices, index. Gold 

cloth. A very fine copy with pictorial dust jacket. Georgetown, 

California: The Talisman Press, 1967.  $75. 
 First edition. Includes extensive notes to the chapters, an 

appendix of documents and a full index. Well-written and 

documented, this work is undoubtedly the most thorough biography 

of this central figure in the California Gold Rush. 

 

SOLD GAY , Theresa. James W. Marshall, the Discoverer of 

California Gold: A Biography. 2 portraits, 25 illustrations and 

5 facsimile inserts (4 in rear pocket). Half simulated black 

morocco. A fine copy with double slipcase. Georgetown, 

California: The Talisman Press, 1967. $175. 
 Special edition. One of 250 copies printed on special paper, 

specially bound, numbered, boxed and signed by the author. This 

work includes extensive notes to the chapters, an appendix of 

documents and a full index, as well as extra inserts in the rear pocket 

that were not included in the regular edition. Undoubtedly the most 

thorough biography of this central figure in the California Gold Rush. 

 

110. GEIGER , Vincent and Wakeman Bryarly . Trail to 

California, the Overland Journal of Vincent Geiger and 

Wakeman Bryarly. Edited, with introduction, by David Morris 

Potter. Frontis portrait, folding map of route. Appendices, 

bibliography, notes, index. Green cloth. A near fine copy. 

New Haven: Yale University Press, 1945. $45. 
 First edition. A diary kept by two members of the 

Charleston, Virginia, Mining Company, both of whom were veterans 

of the Mexican War. Geiger began the journal on May 10, 1849 and 

maintained it until June 23. Bryerly continued to record their journey 

until August 30, 1849, when they arrived at Johnsonôs Ranch. 

[Kurutz: 265]. ñThis day-by-day telling of their journey is one of the 

most desired narratives of those interested in contemporary views of 

the epicò (Mintz). [Kurutz: 265; Mattes: 451; Mintz: 173; Rocq: 

15816; Wheat: 80]. 

 

111. GERSTAECKER , Friedrich. California Gold 

Mines. Foreword by Joseph A. Sullivan. color plates, 

facsimile, maps (1 folding). Cloth-backed boards. A very fine 

copy. Oakland: Biobooks, 1946.  $90. 
 One of 500 copies printed by the Greenwood Press. 

Reprinted from ñNarrative of a Journey Round the World,ò published 

in 1854. Considered ñone of the most entertaining and intelligent 

narratives of that periodò and covers in vivid detail the authorôs 

mining experiences. This German adventurer ñ set out for the Feather 

River and gold on October 19, 1849. Thirty-six hours later, he arrived 

in Suttersville and then headed for the mines. Heavy rains, however, 

turned his spirits to melancholy, and he returned to Sacramento and 

San Francisco to wait out the winteré On April 8, 1850, Gerstaecker 

and companions boarded the steamer William Robinson and headed 

for the Southern Mines and Murphys. For the next six months, 

Gerstaecker labored with mixed success in the diggings of Murphys, 

Mosquito Gulch, and the Calaveras area. On October 30, he 

abandoned mining and prepared to leave Californiaé In addition to 

providing excellent observations of daily life, Gerstaeckerôs narrative 

is invaluable for documenting the activities of Germans in the gold 

fields, the difficulties of being a foreigner, and the minerôs taxò 

(Kurutz). [Kurutz: 267f]. 

 

112. GIFFEN , Helen S. California Mining Town 

Newspapers, 1850-1880. A Bibliography. Eight photographic 

reproductions; bibliography. Maroon cloth. Minor rubbing to 

spine ends. A fine copy. San Fernando Valley: J. E. Reynolds, 

1954.   $75. 
 First edition. One of 400 copies. Printed letterpress at the 

Westernlore Press. includes an alphabetical list of the newspapers 

covered and an alphabetical list of mining town editors. 

 

113. [GOLD RUSH LETTER ]. Brigham, S. Otis. 

Holograph Letter, Signed. 1pp., in ink on blue paper. 9¾ x 7¾ 

inches. Some creases where folded. A fine example. San 

Francisco: April 18, 1853. $250. 
 This letter, addressed to Mr. Wm. Dickey, talks about 

visiting family in old Boston. ñI have just got back from old Boston 

where I spent 7 weeksé found all your family wellé Boston looks 

very much as it used to only more so. They all enquired after you but 

I could not give them any later news than when you wrote that you 

were on the lookout for winter diggings last fall...ò 

 

114. [GOLD RUSH LETTER ]. ñSid.ò Holograph 

Letter, Signed. 1pp., written in ink on blue paper. 9¾ x 7¾ 

inches. Creased where folded. A fine example. New York: 

January 29, 1849. $250. 
 A brief letter with integral cover and circular date stamp 

postmark. Addressed to A. T. Wilson, c/o Captain Cotting, Ship 

Sweden, India Wharf, Boston. Sid is apparently getting ready to sail, 

presumably to California. ñéI have arrived here and seen DeWitt 

and can raise the money. He is very glad I did not go out with that 

d___d scoundrel. I shall stay here till within a day or two of the 

vesselôs sailing. If Frank can make the necessary arrangements he 

will go out with us. It would be well not to pay my passage for awhile 

as something might turn up we know nothing of. I went down to the 

Hook with Walter McDonald, Al Coob and the rest of the company 

on Saturday. If the ship is to sail before the 10th, let me know by 

direct to Trunk Way. Care of Clark, 10 Thames Streetéò 

 

SOLD GRABHORN , Jane Bissell [Editor]. A California 

Gold Rush Miscellany. Comprising the Original Journal of 

Alexander Barrington, Nine Unpublished Letters from the 

Gold Mines, Reproductions of Early Maps and Towns from 

California Lithographs, Broadsides, etc. With Explanatory 

text by Jane Bissell Grabhorn. Quarto. Colored frontispiece, 

16 plates and facsimiles, 2 folding maps. Burgundy boards, 

red cloth spine. Light wear to corners. A very good copy. (San 

Francisco): Grabhorn Press, 1934.  $125. 
 First edition. One of 550 copies. A modern adaptation of 

the nineteenth-century ñkeepsakeò book, with reproductions of early 

broadsides, maps, engravings, views, lithographs and other printed 

items, reproduced from the Gold Rush collection of the Grabhorn 

Press. ñThe journal of Alexander Barrington of St. Maryôs, Ohio, 

begins at sea on April 1, 1850, and concludes on December 11, 1850. 

Barrington took the barque Paoli to California. A major portion of 

the diary consists of short entries describing life in the mines near 

Nevada Cityé The remainder of the volume features well-written 

and detailed letters from the mines by a variety of Argonautsò 

(Kurutz). [Grabhorn: 207; Kurutz: 283; Rocq: 15837; Wheat: 84]. 

 

116. [GRABHORN PRESS]. Accountantôs Guide to the 

Gold Regions. 1939. Thin octavo. [4]pp. Folding map in color 

laid in. Light tan wrappers. A very fine copy. San Francisco: 

The Grabhorn Press, June, 1939. $45. 
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 First and only edition. No limitation stated. Issued as an 

invitation to the meeting (in San Francisco) of the American Institute 

of Accountants. The folding map is a reproduction of the Ensigns & 

Thayer map of 1849, showing the gold region. [Not listed in the 

Grabhorn Press bibliography]. 

 

117. GREEN, Robert B. On the Arkansas Route to 

California in 1849. The Journal of Robert B. Green of 

Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. Edited by J. Orin Oliphant. Map 

endpapers. Cloth-backed boards. A fine copy. Lewisburg: 

Bucknell University Press, 1955. $125. 
 First edition. ñOn February 26, 1849, Robert B. Green 

departed withé a companyé and followed the route of General 

Kearnyé On August 10, the Lewisburgers crossed the Colorado 

River into California and began an incredibly difficult trek to Los 

Angeles. After arriving in the pueblo on August 29, they headed 

north for the mines but became lost; finally, by September 26, they 

arrived in the minesé Green died of dysentery in San Francisco on 

December 29ò (Kurutz). Two chapters cover the partyôs route from 

Santa Fe to the Gila River and down the Gila to the Colorado River. 

[Kurutz: 292; Wagner-Camp: 196a (note)]. 

 

118. GREENBIE , Sydney and Marjorie. Gold of Ophir or 

the Lure that Made America. 8 plates, endpaper map; 

bibliography. Blue cloth. A fine copy. New York: Doubleday, 

Page & Co., 1925. $30. 
 First edition. Study of the far-reaching effect that the lure 

of the wealth of the Far East had in building the American nation, 

stimulating its westward expansion, and determining it foreign 

policy. Much on New England sea trade, California and Oregon, the 

Gold Rush, Hawaii, etc. 

 

119. GREY, William [pseud.]. [White, William F.]. A 

Picture of Pioneer Times in California... Gray/brown cloth. 

Spine and edges of covers faded, light wear to spine ends and 

corners. A very good copy, internally fine. San Francisco: W. 

M. Hinton & Co., 1881.  $250. 
 First edition. Presentation inscription, signed with the 

authorôs real name, William F. White. The author has also stamped 

out his pseudonym ñWilliam Grayò on the title page with his real 

name. William F. White wrote under the pseudonym of William 

Gray. ñSometimes lively and entertainingò (Cowan) White traveled 

around the Horn in 1849 to San Francisco, which he described as a 

bustling and busy town, not at all the lawless and corrupt figment of 

the Eastern imagination. [Cowan: p.680; Graff: 4635; Howes I: W-

372; Howes II: W-372; Kurutz: 676; Rocq: 16151]. 

 

120. GUDDE, Erwin G. Sutterôs Own Story. Frontis 

portrait, 15 illustrations, 2 text maps. Cloth. A fine copy. New 

York: G. P. Putnamôs Sons, 1936.  $25. 
 First edition. The life of Sutter and the history of New 

Helvetia in the Sacramento Valley, based upon Sutterôs diary, but 

making corrections and inserting missing details. This is an excellent 

work. Gudde was professor of German studies at UC Berkeley and 

studied extensively the Germans in early California history. Thus, he 

provides an excellent translation and interpretation of Sutterôs diary. 

 

121. GUNN, Lewis C. and Elizabeth L. Records of a 

California Family: Journals and Letters of.... Edited by Anna 

Lee Marston. Colored frontis, 11 (of 12) photogravure plates, 

3 facsimiles, 1 map in color. Cloth-backed blue boards. Lower 

front corner jammed, ownerôs inscription, else fine. San 

Diego: Privately printed, 1928.  $250. 
 First edition, second issue without the last plate (see note 

below). One of 300 copies. One of the most important books on life 

in the southern mines during the gold rush. It also includes a day-by-

day journal of the overland trip in 1849 made by Lewis Gunn on 

horseback across Mexico on his way to the gold fields, and a 

contemporary account of the voyage around the Horn made by his 

wife Elizabeth in 1851. The Gunns spent a decade in Sonora 

(Tuolumne County), then moved to San Francisco, and finally settled 

in San Diego, where they became prominent pioneer citizens of that 

developing port. ñé à well-rounded picture of family life in the 

diggingsé of special value in respect to the Southern Minesò 

(Wheat). The last plate (facing p. 276) was omitted from most all 

copies printed. [Cowan: p. 254; Graff: 1688; Howes I: M-324; Howes 

II: M -324; Kurutz: 299; Rocq: 7769; Wheat: 85]. 

 

122. GUNN, Lewis C. and Elizabeth L. Records of a 

California Family: Journals and Letters... Edited by Anna Lee 

Marston. 279pp. Colored frontis, 13 photogravure plates. 

Cloth-backed blue boards. A very fine copy. (San Diego: 

Donald I. Segerstrom Memorial Fund, 1974).  $125. 
 Reprint of the rare first edition, originally published in 

1928. One of 1,000 copies. One of the most important books on life 

in the southern mines during the gold rush. The Gunn family 

eventually became one of San Diegoôs most prominent families.ò  
 

123. HAFEN , LeRoy. The Overland Mail, 1849-1869: 

Promoter of Settlement, Precursor of Railroads. 7 plates from 

photographs, drawings, facsimiles, folding map of the 

overland mail routes; bibliography, index. Dark green cloth. A 

bit of minor water spotting to covers (hardly noticeable), but a 

fine copy. Cleveland: The Arthur H. Clark Co., 1926. $375. 
 First edition, first issue in the dark green cloth. Limited to 

1253 copies. Very scarce. There were an additional 270 copies that 

were issued in 1945 in light green cloth. The first scholarly work on 

the overland mail: Establishment of the Postal Service; the Ocean 

Mail to the Pacific Coast; pioneer monthly mails to the inter-

mountain region, the Butterfield Overland Mail; increases in mail line 

routes (1857-59), and much more. ñThe definitive study of an 

important phase of early Western social and political developmentò 

(Wheat). [Clark and Brunet I: 109; Clark and Brunet II: 124; Cowan: 

p.256; Howes I: H-11; Howes II: H-11; Rocq: 16902; Wheat: 86]. 

 

124. HALE , Richard L. The Log of a Forty-Niner. 

Journal of a Voyage from Newburyport to San Francisco in 

the Brig. Genôl. Worth commanded by Capt. Samuel Walton. 

Edited by Carolyn Hale Russ. Photographs and drawings. 

Cloth-backed boards. A fine copy. Boston, Mass: B.J. 

Brimmer Company, 1923.  $150. 
 First edition. The author traveled to California around the 

Horn in 1849 and spent the next five years in San Francisco, Oregon, 

and the gold regions. ñéarrived at San Francisco on May 6, 1850é 

After a brief stay in the Gold Rush port, he went to Portland. He 

returned to San Francisco on October 13, 1852. He recorded life in 

the city, and then headed for Marysville in search of gold, working 

for the Yuba Mining Companyé he went back to San Francisco 

broke, but heard of a strike in Tuolumne County and headed off 

againé On September 9, 1853, Hale left California for further 

adventures in South Americaò (Kurutz). Edited from the original 

manuscript and published here for the first time. Nearly all the 
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illustrations are from pencil drawings by the author. [Kurutz: 302; 

Wheat, Books of the California Gold Rush: 87]. 

 

125. HALL , Frederic. The History of San Jose and 

Surroundings with Biographical Sketches of Early Settlers. 

Lithographed frontispiece, 3 lithographed plates, large folding 

map. Reddish-maroon cloth. Spine faded to light brown, very 

minor wear to spine ends. else a fine copy. San Francisco: A. 

L. Bancroft and Company, 1871.  $750. 
 First edition. One of the earliest definitive histories of San 

Jose and the surrounding area. The large folding map and appendix 

chapters contain much valuable information on the earliest Spanish 

pueblo lands in Alta California. The lithographed folding map, ñMap 

of the Pueblo Lands of San Jose,ò was surveyed by George H. 

Thompson in 1866 and shows all the various tracts, ranchos, the City 

of San Jose, Alviso, etc. The fragile map has one tiny hole but, 

overall, is in fine condition. ñHistorically valuableò (Cowan). Six 

chapters deal with the gold discovery and the Gold Rush through 

1860. [Cowan: p.259; Howes I: H-63; Howes II: H-64; Rocq: 14096]. 

 

126. HALSEY , Francis Whiting. The Pioneers of 

Unadilla Village, 1784-1840. Folding map, 2 portraits, 6 

plates. Index. Red cloth. Spine a bit faded but a fine, mostly 

uncut copy. Unadilla, New York: Vestry of St. Mathewôs 

Church, 1902. $175. 
 First edition. One of 650 copies. Includes, Reminiscences of 

Village Life and of Panama and California from 1840 to 1850 by 

Gaius Leonard Halsey, M.D. ñThe second half of the book consists 

primarily of Dr. Halseyôs Gold Rush reminiscences and diaryé 

Halsey, a physician bitten by gold fever, joined the Bristol and 

California Company in New Yorké He left New York February 23, 

1849, on the brig Abrasiaé and arrived in San Francisco on June 4. 

After a short stay, all headed for Sacramento and the diggings at Big 

Bar on the Middle Fork of the American River. Halsey and 

companions achieved considerable successé He also made money 

by practicing medicineò (Kurutz). [Cowan: p.261; Kurutz: 308; 

Morgan, Gardiner: p. xxix; Wheat: 89]. 

 

127. HAMILTON , F. McN. Mining Laws, United States 

and California. Tan wrappers. Light library stamp to front 

cover and two pages. A very fine copy. Sacramento: State 

Printing Office, 1914. $45. 
 First edition. Bulletin 66 of the California State Mining 

Bureau. ñCompliments of F. McN. Hamilton, State Mineralogistò 

stamped on title page. Covers the Mining Bureau Act; Federal 

Statutes; California Statutes; Location of Mining Claims, Mill Sites, 

and Assessment Work. An Abstract of Current Decisions on Mines 

and Mining is also included. Specifics cover eminent domain, control 

of explosives, hydraulic mining, mine exits, minersô hospital, mining 

claims in forest reserves, protection of stockholders, etc. 

 

128. HARGRAVES , Edward Hammond. Australia and 

Its Gold Fields: A Historical Sketch of the Progress of the 

Australian Colonies, from the Earliest Times to the Present 

Day; with a Particular Account of the Recent Gold 

Discoveries, and Observations on the Present Aspect of the 

Land Questioné Engraved frontis portrait, hand-colored 

folding map. Dark blue cloth. Lower blank portion of title 

page trimmed and repaired, lower blank portion of page xi 

trimmed away, ownerôs name, very light wear to spine ends, 

corners just showing. With the exceptions noted, a fine copy. 

London: H. Ingram & Co., 1855. $900. 

 First edition. One of the most important books on the 

Australian Gold Rush. The author (1816-1891) was a gold prospector 

who claimed to have found gold in Australia in 1851. This work 

includes the authorôs accounts of his earlier observations in the 

California Gold Rush. Kurutz states, ñThe author left Port Jackson in 

July 1849 and arrived in San Francisco. Thereafter, he headed off to 

the mines via Stockton. He mined with some success, first in the 

vicinity of Jamestown, and then Sacramento and Marysville.ò The 

geological similarities of California to New South Wales inspired 

him to return to the Macquarie Valley in New South Wales. There, on 

February 12, 1851, he claimed to have found gold. With the publicity 

thus raised Hargraves claimed enormous cash rewards from the 

government of New South Wales for his discovery (£10,000.). The 

hand-colored folding ñOutline Map of Australiaò shows the gold 

fields colored in a gold/yellow color. [Kurutz: 311]. 

 

129. HARLAN , Jacob Wright. California, ó46 to ó88. 

Wood-engraved frontis portrait. Red cloth. Spine ever so 

slightly faded. A very fine and clean copy. Oakland: Published 

by the author, 1896. $250. 
 Second edition, first published in 1888. Includes a new 

preface for this edition. The author came by the overland route as a 

member of the Boggs-Moran party, and upon his arrival joined 

Fr®montôs battalion. The author narrates his Gold Rush experiences. 

Harlan mined the American River, opened a store in Coloma, worked 

the Southern Mines in Sonora, visited Stockton and San Jose, entered 

the livery and dairy business in San Francisco, farmed in Alameda 

County, etc. He eventually settled in San Luis Obispo County. En 

route west, Harlan fortunately broke away from the Donner party and 

took the Fort Hall route. [Cowan: p. 246; Howes I: H-198; Howes II: 

H-196; Kurutz: 312b]. 

 

130. HARTE , Bret. The Heathen Chinee. 12mo. 8 full-

page wood-engraved plates, title-page vignette from drawings 

by S. Eytinge, Jr. Peach wrappers. Just a bit of light cover 

soiling. A fine copy. Boston: James S. Osgood and Company, 

1871.  $175. 
 One of the many 1871 printings of this classic poem by the 

popular short story writer Bret Harte, caricaturing a Chinese 

immigrant named Ah Sin who outfoxes his two American opponents 

in a game of euchre. A very nice copy of this issue in wrappers and, 

as the ñPublishersô Noteò indicates, ñMr. Eytingeôs illustrations to 

óThe Heathen Chineeô have been submitted to the author, and have 

received his approval. The present is the only illustrated edition of the 

poem published with the authorôs sanction.ò 

 

131. HARTE , Bret. The Luck of Roaring Camp. 

Introduction by Oscar Lewis. Quarto. 4 full -page color plates 

and an initial designed and illustrated by Mallette Dean. 

Maroon boards, maroon cloth spine. A very fine copy. San 

Francisco: Ransohoffs, 1948. $175. 
 One of 300 copies printed by the Grabhorn Press for 

Ransohoffs. Originally printed in the Overland Monthly for August, 

1868. Included [Grabhorn: 469]. 

 

132. HARTE , Bret. A Millionaire of Rough-and-Ready. 

Handset type printed on all-rag paper. Brown boards,. A very 

fine copy. Kentfield: The L-D Allen Press, 1955.  $275. 
 Limited to 220 copies designed, printed and bound by 

Lewis and Dorothy Allen. Printed on all-rag paper. [Allen Press: 16]. 
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SOLD HARTE , Bret. The Outcasts of Poker Flat. Full-page 

frontis illustration by Alex. Stern. Green wrappers with fold-

over at top; poker playing card pasted to front cover as issued. 

Tied at spine. Short tear to crease of fold-over at rear, a few 

very tiny spots to lower front cover, else a fine copy. San 

Francisco: Beck-Gerlach Printing Co., 1931. $125. 
 First separate book edition (first published in the Overland 

Monthly). Very scarce. OCLC locates only eight copies. Not located 

by BAL. 

 

SOLD HARTE , Bret. Tales of the Gold Rush. Introduction 

by Oscar Lewis. Illustrated by Fletcher Martin. Cloth-backed 

boards. A very fine copy with matching slipcase. New York: 

The Heritage Press, (1944). $45. 
 First compiled edition. Includes Harteôs The Luck of 

Roaring Camp, The Outcasts of Poker Flat, and eleven other Gold 

Rush stories. In his introduction, Lewis provides a good biographical 

sketch of the author. This is a rather common book, but almost never 

found in this condition. 

 

 

Includes the authorôs extensive ñPioneer Indexò 
 

135. HASKINS , C.W. The Argonauts of California, being 

the Reminiscences of Scenes and Incidents that Occurred in 

California in Early Mining Days... Frontis, illustrations. Gold 

pictorial cloth. Light bumping to spine ends; less so to upper 

corners, but a very fine and bright copy. New York: Fords, 

Howard & Hulbert, 1890.  $1,250. 
 First edition. An interesting and valuable volume of Gold 

Rush Memoirs. This is one of the better copies we have seen in the 

publisherôs stunning pictorial cloth binding. A particularly valuable 

feature of this book is the more than 140 pages at the end devoted to 

a list of 35,000 California pioneers who arrived prior to 1850, 

headed, simply, ñNames of Pioneers.ò Haskins lists, alphabetically, 

those that came to California by overland, pioneers who came by sea, 

pioneers still living in California, etc. The author has provided a good 

many pages with interesting or amusing anecdotes from the time of 

the Gold Rush. ñThe author shipped to California from New Bedford 

in the clipper ship America on April 1, 1849, and arrived in San 

Francisco on September 20. Thereafter, the Argonaut went to 

Sacramento and Placerville and mined at Oregon Ravine, El Dorado 

Countyéò (Kurutz). [Cowan: p. 269; Graff: 1812; Howes I: H-283; 

Howes II: H-281; Kurutz: 319; Rocq: 16913; Wheat: 93]. 

 

136. HASTINGS, Lansford W. The Emigrantsô Guide to 

Oregon and California. Portrait, facsimile title page. Notes, 

bibliography, index. Maroon cloth. Slight rubbing to spine 

ends and corners. A fine copy. Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 1932. $300. 
 Facsimile of the superlatively rare original 1845 edition, 

with an excellent introduction, notes and bibliography by Charles 

Henry Carey. Historians of the Donner tragedy have routinely 

condemned Hastings for suggesting the harsh desert route that 

delayed the ill-fated emigrants. Hubert Howe Bancroft pronounced 

the guidebook as ñworthlessò and Bernard DeVoto opined that 

Hastings was a ñsmart young man who wrote a book without 

knowing what he was talking about.ò This celebrated overland is 

historically the first California guide book. Although unreliable, 

Hastingsô book was avidly read and the suggestions closely followed 

by many an overland party bound for California and Oregon in the 

forties. [Zamorano Eighty: 41]. 

137. HASTINGS, Lansford W. The Emigrantsô Guide to 

Oregon and California. Portrait, facsimile title page. Notes, 

bibliography, index. Maroon cloth. Spine faded, else a fine 

copy. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1932. $250. 
 Facsimile of the superlatively rare original 1845 edition, 

with an excellent introduction, notes and bibliography by Charles 

Henry Carey. 
 

138. HAZELTON , John Adams. The Hazelton Letters. A 

Contribution to Western Americana. Edited and annotated by 

Mary Geneva Bloom. Tipped-on portrait. Cloth-backed blue 

boards. A very fine copy with slightly chipped dust jacket. 

Stockton, California: The College of the Pacific, 1958. $225. 
 First book edition. Scarce. Although not indicated, one of 

200 copies. Printed by Lawton Kennedy. This work consists mostly 

of six letters from a New Hampshire man who came to California in 

1849 on the brig Randolph. The letters are dated from mid 1849 to 

December of 1850. ñHe first mined at Hawkinsô Bar on the 

Tuolumne River. Mostly written from San Francisco, the letters are 

highly descriptive. They also cover the city of Stockton and the mines 

in 1850ò (Kurutz). First published in The Pacific Historian. [Kurutz: 

323]. 

 

139. HILL , Jasper S. The Letters of a Young Miner. 

Covering the Adventures of Jasper S. Hill During the 

California Gold Rush, 1849-1852. Edited with an Introduction 

and Notes by Doyce B. Nunis. Frontis, 2 plates, folding map. 

Cloth-backed boards. A very fine copy. San Francisco: John 

Howell-Books, 1964.  $150. 
 First edition. One of 475 copies printed by Barbara 

Holman. A series of letters written by one of the members of the Mt. 

Pleasant Mining Companyôs overland expedition to California, with 

additional letters from the gold fields at Dry Diggings, Placerville, 

and Nevada City. [Kurutz: 330; Mintz: 226]. 

 

140. HITTELL , John S., et al. The Discovery of Gold in 

California. Introduction by Richard H. Dillon. Portraits, 

facsimiles, illustrations. White cloth. A very fine copy. Palo 

Alto: Lewis Osborne, 1968.  $50. 
 First book edition. One of 2,100 copies. Includes the 

contemporary accounts of Hittell, James W. Marshall, and Edwin G. 

Waite. Laid is a facsimile of the Californian newspaper for March 15, 

1848, the first newspaper notice of the discovery of gold at Sutterôs 

Mill. [Kurutz: 335]. 

 

141. HITTELL , Theodore H. History of California. 4 

volumes. Small quarto. Notes, extensive index. Publisherôs 

full sheep. Bindings expertly repaired. A very good, restored 

set. San Francisco: Pacific Press Publishing House and 

Occidental Publishing Co., [and] N. J. Stone & Company, 

1885; 1898. $1,200. 
 First edition. The first two volumes were published in 

1885; volumes 3 and 4 were issued in 1897. The work was then 

reissued complete in 4 volumes in 1897-1898. Our set has the first 

two volumes in the true first edition; volumes 3 and 4 are the 1898 

second issue (rather than 1897). However, all four volumes are 

handsomely and uniformly bound in the publisherôs full sheep. This 

work is considered the best on legal questions. Hittell arrived in 

California in 1855, specialized in civil law and became an expert on 

the complicated issue of California land titles. For the early portion of 

California history, he used documents which were later destroyed in 

the 1906 fire. Volumes three and four have special value, in that he 
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was either an eye-witness or personally involved in the events he 

recorded. ñThe best history of California within reasonable 

proportions. The accuracy of its author is well known, and the 

individual who inclines to history will find it readableò (Cowan). 

[Cowan: p.285; Howes I: H-539, Howes II: H-532; Wheat, Books of 

the Gold Rush: 101; Zamorano Eighty: 43]. 

 

142. HOLLIDAY , J. S. Rush for Riches. Gold Fever and 

the Making of California. Quarto. Illustrated throughout. 

Notes, appendices, bibliography and index. Cloth. A very fine 

copy with dust jacket. Oakland and Berkeley: Oakland 

Museum and University of California Press, (1999). $75. 
 First edition. This excellent work carries the story of the 

California Gold Rush from 1849 through the decades of the 1860ôs 

and ó70ôs and on to the climactic year of 1884 in which hydraulic 

mining operations were shut down. Holliday provides a rich 

interpretive narrative whose central theme is how, after decades of 

careless freedom, the miners were finally reined in by the farmers, 

which ultimately led to the dramatic courtroom decision to shut down 

hydraulic mining operations. 

 

143. HOLLIDAY , J. S. The World Rushed In. The 

California Gold Rush Experience. Illustrations, maps; 

bibliography, index. A fine copy with dust jacket. New York: 

Simon and Schuster, (1981).  $30. 
 First edition. Based upon the extraordinary diary of a gold 

seeker named William Swain, and incorporating more than 500 

diaries and letter collections of other men. ñOne of the most brilli ant 

narrative histories of the subjectò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 338]. 

 

144. HOLLINGSWORTH , J. M. The Journal of 

Lieutenant John McHenry Hollingsworth of the First New 

York Volunteers [Stevensonôs Regiment], September 1846 - 

August, 1849. Introduction by R. E. Cowan and Henry R. 

Wagner. Color frontis. Vellum-backed boards. Boards lightly 

soiled; some small ink spotting to covers near fore-edge, 

corners show wear. A very good copy. San Francisco: 

California Historical Society, 1923.  $225. 
 First edition. One of 50 special large paper copies, specially 

bound and printed on high quality paper. Covers the voyage by sea to 

California, military movements and adventures of 1847-49, incidents 

of daily life, and the authorôs adventures in the gold mines. [Cowan: 

p.289; Howes I: H-597; Howes II: H-585; Kurutz: 339; Wheat:103]. 

 

145. HOLMES , Kenneth L. [Editor]. Covered Wagon 

Women: Diaries and Letters from the Western Trails, 1840-

1890. Eleven volumes. Some illustrations, folding map. Index, 

notes and bibliographies. The final volume contains and index 

to the series. Teal cloth. Small rubber stamp to fixed ends of 

each volume, else a very fine set. Spokane, Washington: The 

Arthur H. Clark Co., 1983-1993. $800. 
 First editions, first printings. Each volume is limited to 

between 1561 and 2020 copies. These diaries and letters have been 

selected for this series for their unique qualities and contribution to 

our knowledge of the pioneer experience. They are introduced by the 

Editor, who has added annotations and supplemental data. The diaries 

are reprinted verbatim, with no changes in spelling, punctuation, etc. 

Some footnoting to clarify the text is included. Volumes II to IV 

pertain to the Gold Rush. [Clark and Brunet I: 124; Clark and Brunet 

II: 144; Kurutz: 340]. 

 

 

One of the best works on the subject 
 

146. HOLMES , Roberta Evelyn. The Southern Mines of 

California. Early Development of the Sonora Mining Region. 

Thin quarto. Folding frontis map, 2 folding facsimile 

lithographs, facsimile map, 3 full pages with reproductions of 

early photographs. Notes and bibliography. Cloth-backed 

marbled boards. Bookplate. A very fine copy. San Francisco: 

The Grabhorn Press, 1930. $400. 
 First edition. One of 250 copies. Very scarce and sought-

after. One of the best works on the subject. Covers early mining in 

the area; first trails, pack trains, express lines to the Southern mines; 

foreigners in the mines (prejudice, foreign minerôs tax, Mexicans, 

abuse and continued agitation against the Chinese, etc.); government 

in the mines (military control, gentlemanôs code, minerôs meetings 

and courts, lynch law, Vigilance Committee, etc.); Mining methods 

(placer mining, the Rocker, mining ditches, the Long Tom, quartz, 

pocket and hydraulic mining, etc.); Columbia; social life in the mines 

(Sunday in the mines, amusements, influence of women, etc.). 

[Grabhorn: 140; missed by Kurutz]. 

 

147. HULBERT , Archer Butler. Forty-Niners. The 

Chronicle of the California Trail. Fully illustrated. Green 

cloth. A fine copy. Boston: Little-Brown, 1931. $35. 
 First edition. Includes a frontispiece, 12 maps and 84 

illustrations. ñA symposium of Gold Rush narratives and 

experiencesò (Wheat). [Rocq: 15862; Wheat: 107]. 

 

148. HUNT , Thomas H. Ghost Trails to California. 

Quarto. Illustrated throughout with photographs (mostly in 

color) by the author and by Robert V. H. Adams; numerous 

maps. Index. Blue cloth. A very fine copy with pictorial dust 

jacket. Palo Alto, California: American West Publishing 

Company, (1974). $45. 
 First edition. Covers, in photographs and detailed maps, the 

nine most important emigrant trails to California. The extensive 

photographs are enhanced with excerpts from original emigrant 

journals. Includes the Raft River Approach, the Hastings Cutoff, the 

Humboldt River Route, the Applegate-Lassen Route, the Mormon-

Carson Route, the Stevens-Donner Route, the Sonora Route, the 

Noble Route, and the Beckwourth Route. 

 

SOLD HUNT , Rockwell D. Fifteen Decisive Events of 

California History. Introduction by Gustave O. Arlt. Quarto. 

Photographic frontis of Colton Hall, Monterey, 14 portraits. 

Chapter bibliographies, index. Black cloth. A very fine copy 

with dust jacket. Los Angeles: Historical Society of Southern 

California, 1959. $40. 
 First edition. Printed letterpress by Lorrin L. Morrison. 

Special publication no. 4 of the Society. Important events from 1542 

to 1945. Includes Cabrilloôs discovery, Serraôs founding of Mission 

San Diego, Anzaôs expedition, Jedediah Smithôs expedition, raising 

of th American flag at Monterey, the discovery of gold at Coloma, 

Californiaôs admission into the Union, election of Stanford as 

Governor, discovery of oil as a commercial product, completion of 

the Panama Canal, the Immigration Arct of 1924, the United Nations 

Charter in San Francisco, etc. 

 

150. HUNTER , Colonel George. Reminiscences of an Old 

Timer... Preface by Gideon P. Woodward. Frontis portrait, 15 

lithographed plates. Appendix. Red pebbled cloth. Slight wear 
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to corners and spine ends, some light soiling, tiny stain to 

spine, and with small faded area at extreme edge of back 

cover. A very good copy. Battle Creek, Michigan: Review and 

Herald, 1888. $600. 
 Third and best edition, with the fifty page biographical 

appendix. The first edition (1887) did not include the appendix; ñno 

copy of a second edition has been locatedò (Kurutz). The Appendix 

lists hundreds of names, birth dates, occupations, net worth, etc. of 

pioneers, primarily in Washington Territory but also including 

Oregon and Idaho, Presentation inscription, signed by the author as 

ñTimusò (as Hunter was known by natives). ñHunter tells of going 

overland by wagon train to Oregon and Californiaéò (Mintz). The 

author and his family emigrated overland in 1852, stopping first in 

Oregon. Later in the ó50ôs, Hunter mined in California. Chapterôs III 

and IV vividly portray mining life around Shasta City and Yreka. 

[Adams, Six-Guns: 1081; Cowan: p.298; Graff: 2018; Howes I: H-

811; Howes II: H-798; Kurutz: 346b; Mintz: 247; Smith: 4820]. 

 

151. HUTCHINGS, James Mason. Seeking the Elephant, 

1849: James Mason Hutchingsô Journal of His Overland Trek 

to California. Including His Voyage to America, 1848 and 

Letters from the Mother Lode. Edited and Introduced by 

Shirley Sargent. Illustrations. Red cloth. Two corners slightly 

rubbed, light foxing to endpapers, ownerôs small stamp to 

endpapers. A very good copy. Glendale: The Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1980.  $75. 
 First edition. One of 779 copies designed by Grant 

Dahlstrom and printed at the Castle Press. Published for the first 

time, Hutchingsô journal tells of the trials and pleasures of his journey 

to the California gold fields. Hutchings later became a Yosemite 

pioneer and its earliest innkeeper, author, and publisher. ñThis is a 

most literate diary, and was very well edited by Ms. Sargentò (Clark). 

[Clark and Brunet I: 134; Clark and Brunet II: 154]. 

 

152. JACKSON, Donald Dale. Gold Dust. 2 double-page 

maps, portraits, illustrations; sources and index. Cloth-backed 

boards. A fine copy in pictorial dust jacket. New York: Alfred 

A. Knopf, 1980.  $45. 
 A narrative history of the California Gold Rush from 

numerous letters, diaries, and other contemporary accounts. 

 

153. JACKSON, Joseph Henry. Anybodyôs Gold. The 

Story of Californiaôs Mining Towns. Illustrated by E. H. 

Suydam; bibliography, index. Slight darkening to foot of 

spine. A fine copy. New York: D. Appleton-Century 

Company, 1941.  $50. 
 First edition. Presentation inscription, signed by the author. 

Story of what it was really like for the average miner, and of the 

mining towns. 

 

154. JACKSON, Joseph Henry. Bad Company. The Story 

of Californiaôs Legendary and Actual Stage-Robbers, Bandits, 

Highwaymen and Outlaws from the Fifties to the Eighties. 16 

page section of portraits, drawings and maps. Red cloth. A 

fine copy with chipped dust jacket. New York: Harcourt, 

Brace and Company, (1949). $45. 
 First edition. Scholarly history of numerous California 

outlaws, including Joaquin Murieta, Tom Bell, Rattlesnake Dick, 

Black Bart, Dick Fellows, et.al. ñOne of the best books on California 

outlawsò (Adams). [Adams: 1120]. 

 

155. JACKSON, Joseph Henry [Editor]. Gold Rush 

Album. Quarto. Well-illustrated from contemporary prints, etc. 

Index. Black cloth. A very fine and bright copy with slipcase. 

New York: Charles Scribnerôs Sons, 1949.  $75. 
 First edition. Signed by the author. Also signed by author, 

E. Geoffrey Bangs. An excellent overview of the California Gold 

Rush with over 350 illustrations, including contemporary 

photographs, drawings, lithographs, facsimiles, etc. 

 

156. JACOBSON, Pauline. City of the Golden óFifties. 

Edited by Harold A. Small. Introduction by Edward F. OôDay. 

Index. Green cloth. A very fine and bright copy with dust 

jacket. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California 

Press, 1941. $45. 
  First edition. A series of historical sketches covering a bit 

more time than the title suggests ï 1849 to 1864; the eating and 

drinking, the shooting, the loving, the laughter and tears of the city, 

especially during the Gold Rush years. The author tells of the ñlotus-

eatersò of Montgomery Street; Pish Tush, the Timeless One; the 

volunteer firemen; Dave Scannell, the sheriff who wept when the 

Vigilantes seized his prisoners; Bella Cora, bride of a gambler; Lola 

Montez in her fabulous ñSpider Danceò; and much more. 

 

157. JEFFERSON, T. H. Map of the Emigrant Road from 

Independence, MO., to St. Francisco, California. Introduction 

and Notes by George R. Stewart. Large folding map (in 4 

parts) in rear pocket. Red cloth. Ownerôs name and address on 

endpaper, else a fine copy. San Francisco: California 

Historical Society, 1945.  $225. 
 One of 300 copies printed by the Westgate Press. A reprint 

of the extremely rare first edition of 1849, of which Howes knew of 

only 2 copies. Jefferson crossed the plains and arrived in California 

with Lansford W. Hastingsô party in 1846. His map, published in 

New York in 1849, with an ñAccompanimentò which described the 

route, provided instructions regarding necessary equipment, food, 

etc., was one of the most reliable used by the 49ôers. The maps (1 

map in 4 parts) in the rear pocket are reproduced on all-rag, opaque 

manifold paper. [Evans, Publications of the California Historical 

Society: 27, p.179; Howes I: J-73; Howes II: J-68; Kurutz: 359b]. 

 

158. JENKINS , Olaf [Editor]. Geologic Guidebook Along 

Highway 49 - Sierran Gold Belt. The Mother Lode Country. 

Oblong quarto. Illustrated with photographs and maps. 

Bookplate. A fine copy. San Francisco: California Division of 

Mines, 1948.  $45. 
 First edition. Bulletin 141 of the California Division of 

Mines. Discovery of Gold, History of Placer Mining, Mining & 

Milling Methods in California, Geologic Maps and Notes, Survey of 

Building Structures of the Sierran Gold Belt, etc. 

 

159. JOHNSON, Bruce L. James Weld Towne. Pioneer 

San Francisco Printer, Publisher and Paper Purveyor. Small 

quarto. 31 photographic illustrations, many in color, including 

portraits, views, title pages and facsimiles. Extensive notes, 

appendices, index. Purple linen. A very fine copy. San 

Francisco: The Book Club of California, 2008. $200. 
 First edition. One of 275 copies designed and typeset by 

Patrick Reagh. An in-depth study of Towne (1829-1917), one of San 

Franciscoôs earliest and most influential commercial printers. Towne 

arrived in Gold Rush San Francisco in 1852 and produced an 

enormous volume of printed material there during the period 1853-

1868 including Hutchingsô Illustrated California Magazine, 
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Croniseôs The Natural Wealth of California, and much more. This 

work is the first monograph on the subject, based on unique 19th 

century San Francisco business archives. Very important and useful 

is the exhaustive list in the appendices of Towne imprints. Original 

announcement laid in. 

 

SOLD JOHNSON, Drew Heath and Marcia Eymann 

[Editors]. Silver & Gold. Cased Images of the California Gold 

Rush. Quarto. 150 photographic plates (some in color), other 

illustrations. Stiff wrappers. A fine copy. University of Iowa 

Press for the Oakland Museum of California, (1998). $40. 
 First edition. This work was published in conjunction with 

the exhibition presented by the Oakland Museum of California. Over 

150 rare daguerreotype photographs of the Gold Rush are shown. 

Includes essays by John Wood, Peter Palmquist, and by the editors. 

 

161. JOHNSON, Kenneth M. [Editor]. San Francisco As 

It Is: Gleanings from the ñPicayune,ò 1850-1852. Quarto. 16 

plates, text illustrations; notes and references, index. Cloth-

backed boards. A very fine copy with pictorial dust jacket. 

Georgetown: Talisman Press, 1964. $75. 
 First edition. One of 1,000 copies. Articles derived from the 

rare files of the San Francisco Picayune. ñThis handsome volume 

reproduces the text of one of San Franciscoôs most important Gold 

Rush era newspapers beginning with August 5, 1850, and ending 

with April 17, 1852 ... This newspaper superbly documented not only 

the phenomenal growth of San Francisco but also news from the 

minesò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 361]. 

 

162. JOHNSON, Theodore T. California and Oregon; or, 

Sights in the Gold Region, and Scenes By the Wayé Frontis 

plate. Cloth. Two corners and foot of spine with light wear, 

light foxing to six preliminary leaves. Overall, a fine and tight 

copy and (except as noted) quite clean internally. Philadelphia: 

J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1857. $375. 
 Fourth edition. This edition was issued without the map in 

1849 under the title, ñSights in the Gold Regionéò. Beginning with 

the 1851 third edition, the title changed to, ñCalifornia and Oregon; 

or, Sights in the Gold Regionò. Beginning with that edition, much 

Oregon material was appended adding nearly 100 more pages, 

including the important Appendix by Samuel R. Thurston. 

ñJohnsonôs book provided one of the earliest, liveliest, and most 

detailed accounts of the Gold Rushé Johnson began his journey on 

February 5, 1849, on board the steamer Crescent City, and sailed for 

Panama. Much of the text is devoted to the crossing, delays, and life 

on the Isthmus. Boarding the Oregon, Johnson and 280 fellow-

passengers headed north, entered San Francisco Bay on April 1, and, 

by April 12, arrived at Sutterôs Mill. Johnson then spent the next 

several days in the Mother Lode, making observations of camps and 

towns, prominent individuals like Captain Sutter, Old Greenwood, 

and John Sinclair. He also wrote about the Indians and their 

mistreatment, Peruvians, social life, mining methods, and the natural 

wealth of Californiaéò (Kurutz). Johnson ultimately met with little 

success and left California on May 1 for Philadelphia. [Cowan: 

p.315; Decker 23:229; Graff: 2223; Howes I: J-154; Howes II: J-148; 

Kurutz: 363g; Mintz: 260; Rocq: 15884; Sabin: 36328; Streeter: 

Wagner-Camp: 167g:7; Wheat: 112]. 

 

163. KELLEY , Robert L. Gold vs. Grain. The Hydraulic 

Mining Controversy in Californiaôs Sacramento Valley... 

Illustrations, facsimiles, map, bibliography, index. Brown 

cloth. A very fine and bright copy. Glendale: The Arthur H. 

Clark Co., 1959.  $150. 
 First edition. One of 1265 copies. The history of the long 

and bitter opposition of the Sacramento Valley residents and farmers 

to the damage caused by flood-carried hydraulic mining debris, from 

the beginning to the final control of the problem in the 1890ôs. [Clark 

& Brunet I: 137; Clark & Brunet II: 158]. 

 

SOLD KELLY , William. A Stroll Through the Diggings of 

California. Foreword by Joseph A. Sullivan. 2 tipped-in plates 

in color by Charles Nahl, text illustrations. Cloth-backed gold 

boards. Small gouge to upper edge of rear cover, else a fine 

copy. Oakland: Biobooks, 1950.  $50. 
 One of 750 copies printed by the Gillick Press. The best 

account of the early gold rush period written by a working miner. 

ñLively, entertaining and worthwhileò (Wheat). ñHis wanderings 

took him to the major districts of the Northern Mines, including the 

Trinity Mountains and quicksilver mines near San Joseéò (Kurutz). 

[Kurutz: 371b; Rocq: 15897] 

 

SOLD KEMBLE , Edward C. A History of California 

Newspapers, 1846-1858. Edited and with a Foreword by 

Helen Harding Bretnor. Facsimiles of eight early California 

newspapers. Black morocco-backed boards. One corner lightly 

worn, a touch of scuffing to spine, else a fine copy. Los Gatos: 

The Talisman Press, 1962.  $225. 
 First book edition with the added indices on newspapers 

and newspapermen. One of 50 special copies, numbered and signed 

by the editor, printed on special paper, extra-illustrated with 

facsimiles, and specially bound. Reprinted from the Supplement to 

the Sacramento Union of December 25, 1858. ñEdward C. Kemble, a 

pioneer of 1846, was a contemporary of the events chronicled in his 

history, and for this reason, it has been called one of the most 

important books covering the early periodò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 372-b]. 

 

166. KEMBLE , Edward C. A History of California 

Newspapers, 1846-1858. Edited and with a Foreword by 

Helen Harding Bretnor. Brick cloth. A very fine copy with 

dust jacket. Los Gatos: The Talisman Press, 1962.  $125. 
 First book edition with the added indices on newspapers 

and newspapermen. 750 copies. Reprinted from the Supplement to 

the Sacramento Union of December 25, 1858. An excellent history 

and necessary reference. ñEdward C. Kemble, a pioneer of 1846, was 

a contemporary of the events chronicled in his history, and for this 

reason, it has been called one of the most important books covering 

the early periodò. (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 372-b]. 

 

167. KEMBLE , Edward Cleveland. A Kemble Reader. 

Stories of California, 1846-1848. Edited by Fred Blackburn 

Rogers. Frontis portrait, plates, facsimiles, map; bibliography, 

index. Orange cloth. Spine lightly faded. A fine copy. San 

Francisco: California Historical Society, 1963. $45. 
 First edition. Designed and printed by the Howell-North 

Press in an edition of 1000 copies. Covers important phases of early 

California history as presented in the writings of Kemble, an early 

California journalist. Includes articles on Yerba Buena (1846); 

Frémont and the march of the California Battalion; San Francisco 

(1848) and the Gold Rush; and more.  

 

168. KEYES, Erasmus Darwin. From West Point to 

California. Foreword by Joseph A. Sullivan. 2 plates. Blue 

cloth. A fine copy. Oakland: Biobooks, 1950. $35. 
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 The California account of Keyes who, for nine years (1849-

1858), was stationed at the San Francisco Presidio. A good journal 

which, among other accounts, gives a good description of Gold Rush 

San Francisco. [Kurutz: 375-c]. 

 

169. KILGORE , William H. The Kilgore Journal of an 

Overland Journey to California in the Year 1850. Edited by 

Joyce Rockwood Muench. Boards. A very fine copy with 

slipcase. New York: Hastings House, 1949. $75. 
 First edition. One of 1000 copies. ñOne of the most 

valuable records of 1850ò (Mattes). At the age of 32, Kilgore, his 

father, and a small company set out for California from Keokuk, 

Iowa. They followed the North Platte route and entered California via 

the Humboldt and Carson rivers. They eventually reached Hangtown. 

The vast majority of Kilgoreôs journal is devoted to the overland trek. 

He does provide a concluding entry describing life in Sacramento, the 

Squatter Riots, ranching and agriculture, Indians, and the gold mines. 

[Kurutz: 376]. 

 

170. KIMBALL , Charles P. The San Francisco City 

Directory. 12mo. Brown cloth. Cloth spine faded to light 

brown, rear cover and spine lightly spotted, lower front corner 

very slightly jammed, else a fine copy. San Francisco: Journal 

of Commerce Press, 1850 (i.e. c. 1870). $750. 
 First reprint of the first known San Francisco general 

directory, of which there are only 3 copies known of the original 

printing. The reprint includes the names of various settlers who lived 

in San Francisco in 1850 that were omitted in the original edition. 

This is the first of two reprints, the second published nearly thirty 

years later. The later reprint (c. 1897) is distinguishable from this first 

issue by the fact that the list of ñOmitted Namesò adds two 

Donahues. Those two names are not present here. This copy of the 

first issue of the reprint has the small oval stamp of ñAlexr B. 

Grogan. San Francisco.ò Alexander B. Grogan was Faxon Dean 

Athertonôs agent in San Francisco, and later the executor of 

Athertonôs estate. About 1858, Grogan and William M. Lent built the 

Grogan-Lent-Atherton building at 400 Jackson Street in San 

Francisco. The building was badly damaged by the 1906 Earthquake 

and Fire. The 19th Century occupants of the original building 

included Grogan, Lent, Faxon Dean Atherton, and other men 

prominent in commerce, mining, real estate, and brokerage in San 

Franciscoôs Gold Rush era. [Nunis, California Diary of Faxon Dean 

Atherton: p. xxx; Rocq: 7979]. 

 

171. KINGSLEY , Nelson. Diary of Nelson Kingsley, A 

California Argonaut of 1849. Edited by Frederick J. Teggart. 

Wrappers. Slight edge chipping, internally fine. Berkeley: 

University of California, 1914. $90. 
 First edition. This diary covers the period February 8, 1849 

to March 4, 1851, during which he traveled from New Haven around 

the Horn to San Francisco. Kingsley went into the shipping business 

on the Sacramento River between Sacramento and San Francisco and 

then turned to prospecting near Mormon Island and later worked a 

ñQuicksilver Machineò in the Yuba-Marysville area. Throughout, 

Kingsley recorded the mining activities and events in Sacramento, 

Marysville, and San Francisco. ñA drop-dead diary of the Gold Rush 

é if they read it, you wonôt have a dissatisfied customerò (Mead 

Kibbey). [Cowan: p. 331; Kurutz: 378; Rocq: 15899]. 

 

172. KNOWER , Daniel. The Adventures of a Forty-

Niner... Frontis portrait, 10 plates. Brown cloth. Minor wear or 

rubbing to spine ends, one corner just showing, else a fine 

copy. Albany: Weed-Parsons, 1894. $250. 

 First edition. The author voyaged to California from New 

York. Knower arrived in San Francisco in August of 1849 intending 

to sell prefabricated houses that he had shipped to California. He 

visited the mines near Coloma and Dutch Bar but the major portion 

of his recollections are devoted to life in San Francisco, where he 

formed a partnership with Colonel J. D. Stevenson in the lumber 

business. [Cowan: p.334; Kurutz: 381a; Wheat, Books of the 

California Gold Rush: 120]. 

 

173. KNOWER , Daniel. The Adventures of a Forty-

Niner... Frontis portrait, 10 plates. Rebound in Victorian black 

moiré cloth. A fine copy. Albany: Weed-Parsons, 1894. $250. 
 First edition. The author voyaged to California from New 

York. Knower arrived in San Francisco in August of 1849 intending 

to sell prefabricated houses that he had shipped to California. He 

visited the mines near Coloma and Dutch Bar but the major portion 

of his recollections are devoted to life in San Francisco, where he 

formed a partnership with Colonel J. D. Stevenson in the lumber 

business. [Cowan: p.334; Kurutz: 381a; Wheat, Books of the 

California Gold Rush: 120]. 

 

174. KNOWER , Daniel. The Adventures of a Forty-

Niner. With an Introduction & Extended Notes by Kenneth M. 

Johnson. 107pp. Map, illustrations. green cloth, gilt. A very 

fine copy. Ashland: Lewis Osborne, 1971. $50. 
 Limited to 600 copies. The author was infected with gold 

fever, and, in the course of his voyage to California from New York, 

he also caught Panama fever. His entrepreneurial spirit held strong, 

however, and his enthusiasm is contagious. 

 

175. KÜNZEL , Heinrich. Upper California. Translated 

from the German by Anthony & Max Knight. Introduction by 

Carroll D. Hall. Portrait, plate, facsimiles; woodcuts by 

Mallette Dean. Cloth. A very fine copy. San Francisco: The 

Book Club of California, 1967. $90. 
 Limited to 450 copies produced by Mallette Dean and 

James Beard. Reprinted from the first German pamphlet printed to 

promote emigration to California (1848). Because of its early date, it 

was an important source of information for the German gold seeker. 

The map shows the Sutter holdings on the Sacramento and Feather 

rivers, while the plate diagrams Sutterôs fort at New Helvetia as it 

existed in 1847. [Kurutz: 385-b]. 

 

 

The primary bibliography on the Gold Rush 
 

176. KURUTZ , Gary F. The California Gold Rush. A 

Descriptive Bibliography of Books and Pamphlets Covering 

the Years 1848-1853. Introduction by J. S. Holliday. Color 

plate, 24 unnumbered pages of illustrations; bibliography and 

index. Blue cloth. A very fine copy. San Francisco: The Book 

Club of California, 1997. $300. 
 First edition. One of 1,000 copies. Presentation inscription, 

signed by the author. A fully annotated bibliography, this is a 

monumental work of reference. Eight years in the making, it contains 

descriptions of 1,126 issues and editions of 707 individual works, all 

in great detail and with summaries and publishing histories. Includes 

published diaries, journals, reminiscences, collections of letters, 

guidebooks, sermons, mining company reports, contemporary novels, 

etc. Absolutely essential to any Gold Rush collection. 
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177. LAMSON , J. Round Cape Horn. Voyage of the 

Passenger-Ship James W. Paige from Maine to California... 

Cloth-backed boards. Boards rubbed, minor wear to spine 

ends and corners, slight damage to small area of fore-edge of 

two leaves. A very good copy of this fragile title. Bangor: 

Press of O. F and W. H. Knowles, 1878. $225. 
 First edition. The authorôs detailed narrative of the trip, 

events on board and at stopping places, with an appended thirty-page 

collection of anecdotes of life in California (Sacramento, Indians, 

rifle shooting, Yosemite, etc.) after his arrival. ñLamson left 

Frankfort, Maine, on April 3, 1852, on the barque James W. Paige. 

Shipping around Cape Horn, he and his fellow passengers arrived in 

the San Francisco harbor on September 7. Lamson devotes the vast 

majority of his book to the 158-day journey. He provides a good 

description of the abandoned ships in the harborò (Kurutz). [Cowan: 

p. 341; Howes I: L-48; Howes II: L-48; Kurutz: 389]. 

 

178. LANGWORTHY , Franklin. Scenery of the Plains, 

Mountains and Mines. Edited by Paul C. Phillips. Facsimile of 

original title page, 4 plates. Notes, appendix, and index. Brick 

cloth. A fine copy. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

1932.  $75. 
 Reprinted from the original 1855 edition, edited with notes 

by Paul C. Phillips. ñThis account is acclaimed by many sources as 

one of the best written of all overland narrativesò (Mintz). ñFranklin 

Langworthy started for California on April 1, 1850, from near 

Galena, Illinois, followed the California Trail, and arrived at the 

Humboldt Sink on October 2. He crossed the Sierra Nevada by way 

of Carson Pass and arrived at Sacramento on October 27é 

Langworthy spent two years traveling throughout California and the 

mining regions and presented his readers with a compact, but vividly 

written description of the mines, mining methods, and mining 

society. His accounts of thievery and gambling halls painted a sordid 

picture of the land of gold...ò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 392b; Mintz: 284]. 

 

179. LAPP, Rudolph M. Blacks in Gold Rush California. 

12 unnumbered pages of illustrations from portraits and 

photographs of mining scenes; notes, bibliography and index. 

Yellow cloth. A fine copy in slightly rubbed dust jacket. New 

Haven: Yale University Press, 1977.  $150. 
 First edition. Presentation, signed by the author. The first 

and only book to deal exclusively with the general history of Black 

Forty-Niners in the Gold Rush, including both free blacks and slaves, 

and their role in the development of California. Although Chinese 

and Latin Americans have deserved commentary in numerous 

accounts, blacks have been (prior to this book) singularly neglected. 

It appears from Lappôs extensive research on the subject that blacks 

worked singly, in companies with other blacks and in companies with 

whites and that they enjoyed the same degrees of success and failure 

in the gold fields as the others. This fine work also includes a detailed 

account of the California Colored Convention. 

 

180. LARKIN , Thomas O. The Larkin Papers: Personal, 

Business and Official Correspondence of Thomas Oliver 

Larkin, Merchant and United States Consul in California. 

Edited by George P. Hammond. 10 vols. plus the index 

volume. Facsimiles, plates, maps from early photographs and 

other sources. Green cloth. Top edges of text blocks a bit 

dusty, but a fine set with printed dust jackets. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 1951-1964, and 1968. $750. 
 First edition. One of 1000 sets. A valuable reference 

comprising the complete correspondence of Thomas Oliver Larkin, 

one of the most influential residents of California from 1822 to 1858. 

Larkin worked or served at various times as a merchant, naval agent, 

Monterey storekeeper, U. S. Consul, and as a delegate to the state 

Constitutional Convention. The rich and varied correspondence 

resulting from these diverse ventures totals more than 4,000 pieces 

and comprises one of the most important archives of early California. 

In his capacity as the first (and last) U. S. Consul from 1844 to 1848, 

Larkin worked under secret orders from Secretary of State James 

Buchanan to promote the peaceful annexation of California by every 

means at his disposal. George Hammond's concise introductions to 

each volume provide a useful survey of the key events and issues that 

defined the period as California evolved from a pastoral colonial 

outpost to one of the most dynamic regions in the world. ñéforms 

one of the great sources of documentary information on California 

historyé volumes VII to IX span the period of the Gold Rushò 

(Kurutz). Includes the index volume which is often lacking. Because 

the entire set consists of so many names, personal, geographical, even 

ordinary nouns, often spelled in different combinations of letters by 

Spanish, Mexican, or Anglo pioneers, this index is, as George P. 

Hammond states, ña key to unlock its (the setôs) buried treasures.ò 

[Kurutz: 393; Rocq: 5702]. 

 

181. [LARKIN , Thomas Oliver]. Underhill , Reuben L. 

From Cowhides to Golden Fleece. A Narrative of California, 

1832-1858... Frontis portrait, plates. Brown cloth. A fine copy. 

Stanford: University Press, (1946). $60. 
 Second and best edition, with much added material not 

included in the 1939 first edition. Based upon the unpublished 

correspondence of Thomas O. Larkin, U.S. Consul at Monterey, 

1832-1850. ñéone of the earliest ócapitalistsô of the Gold Rush eraò 

(Wheat). [Wheat: 214]. 

 

182. [LAYTON , Grovenor]. Artful Deeds in the Life of 

the Felon, Grovenor Layton. A Tale of the California Gold 

Rush. Introduction by Richard H. Dillon. Small quarto. 

Portrait, 5 illustrations, facsimile. Red cloth-backed boards. A 

very fine copy with publisherôs slipcase. San Francisco: The 

Book Club of California, 1998. $150. 
 One of 350 copies designed and printed by Peter Koch. 

Reprinted, with an excellent introduction, from the issue of 1853. A 

ficti tious biographical tale of an American charlatan named Grovenor 

Layton during the California Gold Rush and his convincing story of 

robbery, murder, and arson, ending with his own lynching in Sonora, 

California. ñAnother example of fiction presented as factò (Kurutz). 

ñThe best-written book in terms of seeming authenticityò (Dillon). 

The original edition is very rare. See: [Howes: L-159; Kurutz: 641]. 

 

183. [LETTS , John M.]. A Pictorial View of California; 

Including a Description of the Panama and Nicaragua Routes, 

with Information and Advice Interesting to all, Particularly 

Those Who Intend to Visit the Golden Region. By a Returned 

Californian. Collated complete, including the 48 tinted 

lithographs after original drawings by George Victor Cooper. 

Dark green cloth. Rebacked with original spine laid down, 

new ends. Spine a bit faded, light wear to corners. Some 

occasional foxing or spotting. Overall, a very good, complete 

copy. New York: Henry Bill, 1853. $1,500. 
 First edition with this title, first published in 1852 under the 

title, California Illustrated. ñLetts left New Yorké on January 27, 

1849, headed for Chagres. In Panama City, he boarded the Niantic 

and arrived in San Francisco on July 4. From there he went to 

Sacramento, Mormon Island, and other pointsé Letts produced one 
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of the best accounts of gambling, violence, and life in the minesé 

George V. Cooper, Lettsô traveling companion and New York artist, 

drew the illustrations that embellish this work. His scenesé 

document the journey across Panama, San Francisco, Sacramento, 

life in the mines, and Central Americaò (Kurutz). The contents of this 

second edition are identical to the first. Many copies of this title lack 

the full number of plates. As Cowan points out, ñThere was evidently 

a deficiency in the supply of engravings [lithographs] prepared; for 

the number varies greatly.ò As in this copy, there should be a total of 

48 plates to collate correctly. [Cowan: p.390; Eberstadt 114: 150; 

Graff: 2469; Hill: 1016; Howes I: L-300; Howes II: L-299; Kurutz: 

398e; Rocq: 15917; Sabin: 40723; Wheat: 125n]. 

 

184. LEWIS , Marvin [Editor]. The Mining Frontier. 

Contemporary Accounts from the American West in the 

Nineteenth Century. Illustrations from early woodcuts; index. 

Blue cloth. A fine copy with dust jacket. Norman: University 

of Oklahoma Press, (1967). $35. 
 First edition. Some of the best of the articles and stories of 

the genre, as originally written for and published in the news sheets 

of the boom towns and mining camps of the West. 

 

185. LINDGREN , Waldemar. The Tertiary Gravels of the 

Sierra Nevada. Quarto. 28 plates of photographs and maps 

(some folding, some in color, 2 in rear pocket), 16 text 

illustrations. Index. New brown cloth. A very fine copy. 

Washington: Government Printing Office, 1911. $425. 
 First edition. Professional Paper 73 of the U.S.G.S. One of 

the great classics of geological literature and quite rare. Next to J. D. 

Whitneyôs classic paper on the auriferous gravels of the Sierra 

Nevada, this is the best work on the remnant gravels of the Tertiary 

and those buried beneath the lava flows. Generally, each chapter 

covers a different quadrangle of the Sierra Nevada. This work treats 

topography, geology, gravel deposits, fossils, gold (its nature, size, 

occurrences, associated minerals, and mining methods), and detailed 

descriptions of the mines. A valuable reference. 

 

186. LOOMIS , Leander V. A Journal of the Birmingham 

Emigrating Companyé Edited by Edgar M. Ledyard. 

Introduction by J. Cecil Alter. Large folded map, illustrations 

from photographs of the family, and of the overland route 

from illustrations drawn by Frederick Piercy. Index. Brown 

cloth. A very fine copy. Salt Lake City: Privately printed, 

1928.  $275. 
 First edition. One of 1000 copies. This was one company 

that made it all the way to California without breaking up which was 

a rather unusual occurrence. Mattes states that Loomisô account is 

ñstraightforward reporting, the kind most valued by those interested 

in the nuances of trail geography.ò ñLoomis left Iowa with the 

Birmingham Emigrating Company on April 11, 1850, and followed 

the California Trail. He crossed the Sierra Nevada by way of Carson 

Pass and arrived at Ringgold, near Placerville, on August 13 and at 

Sacramento on the 15thé Loomis concluded his journal with a 

lengthy description of óSacrimento Sitty.ô The Pioneer, along with his 

brothers, sold cattle to the mining camps and, in 1851, settled in 

Weaverville, Trinity Countyò (Kurutz). Includes a reprint (pp. 137-

182) of Claytonôs Latter-Day Saintsô and Emigrantsô Guide of 1849. 

[Cowan: p.396; Howes I: L-464; Howes II: L-459; Kurutz: 404; 

Mattes: 880; Mintz: 302; Wheat, Books of the Gold Rush: 128]. 

 

187. LORTON , William B. Over the Salt Lake Trail in 

the Fall of ó49. Introduction by John B. Goodman III. Text 

illustration. Rust boards. Spine slightly faded, light surface 

smudge to rear cover, but a fine copy. Los Angeles: John B. 

Goodman III and Gordon J. Holmquist, 1957.  $100. 
 First book edition. It first appeared in ñThe New York Sunò 

in 1850. One of 150 copies. This letter is the only account which 

names and records the members of the ñPinney-Savage Party,ò 

known as the ñParty of Nine or Eleven,ò which perished in Death 

Valley. [Kurutz: 406]. 

 

188. LOVELAND , Cyrus C. California Trail Herd: The 

1850 Missouri-to-California Journal of... Edited by Richard 

H. Dillon. Frontis photograph, facsimile, wood engravings, 

endpaper map; index. Red cloth. A very fine copy with 

pictorial dust jacket (darkening to jacket spine). Los Gatos: 

Talisman Press, 1961.  $125. 
 First edition. One of 750 copies. Signed by the Editor. This 

work prints the original manuscript of Lovelandôs journal of the 

overland cattle drive with the Crow party. ñCyrus Loveland, formerly 

of Colonel Stevensonôs New York Volunteers, was hired by Walter 

Crow along with thirty-nine others to take 700 head of cattle to 

California. Lovelandôs journal began on February 22, 1850, at 

Ashley, Missourié Loveland followed the North Platte Route, and 

arrived at Fort Hall on July 31. The cattle drive proceeded south via 

the Humboldt and Truckee rivers and, by September 13, reached the 

foot of the Sierras or óSnowy Mountains.ô On September 21, after 

passing through Bear Valley, Loveland mentioned that some of them 

stopped to prospect for gold. By the 24th, Loveland and his 

companions arrived at the confluence of the Feather and Sacramento 

rivers. The following day he ended the journalò (Kurutz). This work 

is important because of the scarcity of information on the northern 

cattle trail to California. Dillonôs introduction provides a narrative 

history of cattle drives to California. [Kurutz: 407]. 

 

189. LOW , Frederick F. Some Reflections of an Early 

California Governor... Edited, with Preface and Notes by 

Robert H. Becker. Quarto. Color frontis, notes, index. Cloth-

backed boards. Minor offsetting to endpaper. A fine copy. 

[Sacramento]: Sacramento Book Collectors Club, 1959. $125. 
 First edition. Signed by the editor. One of 350 copies 

printed by the Grabhorn Press. The texts of a ñMemoirò (1877-1878) 

and an interview (1883) between Low and H. H. Bancroft, in which 

the ninth governor of California (1863-1867) reflected on his 

business and political life, with particular emphasis on the Gold Rush 

(his experiences in the mines, 1849-50), the railroads, and the 

question of Chinese immigration. [Grabhorn: 605; Rocq: 6771]. 

 

190. McCLOSKEY , Joseph J. and Hermann J. 

Sharmann. Christmas in the Gold Fields, 1849. 10 

illustrations. Green cloth. A fine copy with slightly chipped 

dust jacket. San Francisco: California Historical Society, 

(1959).  $35. 
 First book edition. Not indicated, but one of 1000 copies 

designed and printed by Lawton Kennedy. These personal 

recollections were written in 1909 by two veterans of the Gold Rush, 

recalling the hardships and heartaches of a particular Christmas 

season. The narratives originally appeared in the San Francisco Call, 

December 19, 1909. The illustrations are taken from contemporary 

letter sheets. [Kurutz: 415; Rocq: 15928] 

 

191. MôCOLLUM, William. California As I Saw It. 

Pencillings by the Way of its Gold and Gold Diggers! é With 

Five Letters from the Isthmus by W. H. Hecox. Edited by Dale 
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Morgan. Title-page vignette, 1 illustration; notes, index. 

Cloth-backed boards. A very fine copy with slightly chipped 

dust jacket. Los Gatos: The Talisman Press, 1960. $90. 
 Reprint of the extremely rare first edition of 1850 of which 

only 6 copies are known. One of 750 copies. Includes Dale Morganôs 

excellent 69 page introduction, extensive notes and an index. Dr. 

MôCollum arrived in San Francisco on the Niantic in July of 1849. 

He traveled to Stockton and the Southern Mines but found that 

mining for gold was too strenuous. He went back to San Francisco 

and survived by practicing his profession. He then journeyed to 

Sacramento and the Northern Mines and again tried mining. Soon 

thereafter, he headed home via the Isthmus of Panama in early 1850. 

[Kurutz: 417-b]. 

 

192. McGOWAN , Edward. McGowan vs. California 

Vigilantes. Foreword by Joseph A. Sullivan. Facsimiles of 2 

newspapers in rear pocket. Red and black cloth. Upper corners 

jammed and showing, else a fine copy. Oakland: Biobooks, 

1946.  $90. 
 Reprint of the rare 1857 first edition. One of 675 numbered 

copies. Signed by the great granddaughter of the founder of Stockton, 

Helen Weber Kennedy. Signed at the colophon by Editor, Joseph A. 

Sullivan. This work provides an unusual view of the 1856 Vigilance 

Committee. McGowan, a justice of the peace and ex-convict from 

Pennsylvania, was accused of complicity in the murder of James 

King of William. He absconded, and published this narrative to 

vindicate his conduct. Graff remarks that McGowan was, ña prime 

rascal, one of the truly colorful characters in California.ò [Howes I: 

M-103; Howes II: M-104; Wheat: 132n]. 

 

193. MôILVAINE, William, Jr. Sketches of Scenery and 

Notes of Personal Adventure in California and Mexico... With 

a foreword by Robert G. Cleland... Folio. 16 plates. Linen-

backed boards. A very fine and bright copy. (San Francisco): 

Printed at the Grabhorn Press for the Book Club of California, 

1951.   $200. 
 One of 400 copies. MôIlvaineôs ñSketchesò were first 

published in 1850, and included ten views of California. The sketches 

of San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton are among the earliest 

known, as are those of Sutterôs Fort and Mill. ñMôIlvaine arrived in 

San Francisco from Callao, Peru, on June 1 and left on November 1, 

1849, on board the steamer California. This album-like volume 

represents one of the earliest publications illustrated with on the spot 

drawingsò (Kurutz). [Grabhorn: 517; Howes: M-112; Howes II: M-

112; Kurutz: 420-b]. 

 

194. McKITTRICK , Myrtle M. Vallejo, Son of 

California. Frontis portrait, 14pp. of illustrations. Chapter 

notes, bibliography, index. Tan cloth. Slight cover soiling. A 

fine copy. Portland: Binfords & Mort, (1944). $60. 
 First edition. Presentation inscription, signed ñCarlò 

(author, Carl I. Wheat). Includes material on the Gold Rush, Sutter 

and the Californians, etc. 

 

195. MADDEN , Henry Miller. Xántus, Hungarian 

Naturalist in the Pioneer West. Frontis portrait, 5 plates. 

Bibliography, index. Orange cloth. A very fine copy. Palo 

Alto: Books of the West, 1949. $60. 
 First edition. János Xántus (1825-94), a Hungarian 

naturalist, came to the U.S. (1851-64) where his diverse activities and 

wide-ranging travels took him to the gold fields, thence to Fort Tejón 

as a member of the U.S. Armyôs Topographical Corps (1857-59), 

collecting specimens of flora and fauna, mainly birds and mammals. 

He next made a biological exploration of Baja California for the U.S. 

government. 

 

 

A superior copy of this classic account 
 

196. MANLY , Will iam Lewis. Death Valley in ó49. (An) 

Important Chapter of California Pioneer History... 4 halftone 

plates, illustrated chapter tailpieces, floral endpapers. Mustard 

cloth. Spine lettering tarnished to light brown, tiny nick to 

head of spine (hardly noticeable). A superior copy, very fine, 

clean and tight (the nicest copy we have handled). San Jose, 

California: The Pacific Tree and Vine Co., 1894.  $1,250. 
 First edition. ñéManly tells simply but movingly of his 

early life in the midlands, of the trip across the Plains (including a 

raft voyage down the Green River), of the first white parties in Death 

Valley and of experiences in the California diggingsò (Wheat). The 

author dramatically describes how his party of emigrants became lost 

in Death Valley, where a number died, and how he and a companion 

made their way to San Fernando where they secured supplies for the 

suffering party. The Valley was ever after referred to as, ñDeath 

Valley.ò [Cowan: p. 412; Edwards: 18; Graff: 2670; Howes: I: M-

255; Howes II: M-254; Kurutz: 427a; Mintz, The Trail: 325; Wheat, 

Books of the California Gold Rush: 136; Zamorano Eighty: 51]. 

 

SOLD MANLY , William Lewis. Death Valley in ó49... 

Foreword by John Steven McGroarty. Illustrations by Alson 

Clark, map endpapers. Green cloth. A fine copy with lightly 

chipped, elusive dust jacket. New York and Santa Barbara: 

Wallace Hebberd, (1929).  $75. 
 First edition with the foreword by McGroarty and 

illustrations by Clark. The dramatic adventures and misadventures of 

a California-bound emigrant party which became lost in Death 

Valley. Manly dramatically describes how his party of emigrants 

became lost in Death Valley, where a number died, and how he and a 

companion made their way to San Fernando where they secured 

supplies for the suffering party. 

 

 

One of the best descriptions of life in the mines 
 

198. MARRYAT , Frank [Samuel Francis]. Mountains 

and Molehills, or Recollections of a Burnt Journal. Frontis 

plus 25 wood engravings. Royal blue cloth. Light and minimal 

scattered foxing, a bit more so to first ten leaves, early ownerôs 

name and date on endpaper (ñJos. A. Linton / Aug. 25
th
, 

1870ò). Slight darkening to spine, but a fine, bright and tight 

copy. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1855.  $500. 
 First American edition, published the same year as the 

British edition but with wood-engraved illustrations. Marryat came to 

California in June, 1850 and stayed almost 3 years. His book gives 

one of the best descriptions of life in San Francisco and in the mines 

in the 1850ôs. ñExcellent narrative of experiences in the diggingsò 

(Wheat). ñMarryat began his narrative in April 1850, as he 

approached Chagres. On June 14, 1850, he arrived in San Francisco. 

In the summer and fall of 1851, the author engaged in quartz mining 

in the Tuttletown, Tuolumne County, region. He penned vivid 

descriptions of saloons, fires, claim jumpers, bears, fleas, mining 

techniques, mining camps, Chinese, transportation, theaters, and 

señoritasò (Kurutz). [Cowan: p.416n; Graff: 2685; Howes I: M-299; 
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Howes II: M-299; Kurutz: 429b; Sabin: 44695; Wheat: 137; 

Zamorano Eighty: 52, note]. 

 

199. MARRYAT , Frank [Samuel Francis]. Mountains 

and Molehills, or Recollections of a Burnt Journal. Frontis 

plus 25 wood engravings. Brown cloth. Slight wear to head of 

spine, less so to foot of spine. Contemporary ownerôs 

inscription on blank flyleaf, else a fine copy. New York: 

Harper & Brothers, 1855.  $400. 
 First American edition, published the same year as the 

British edition but with woodcut illustrations. Marryat came to 

California in June, 1850. His book gives one of the best descriptions 

of life in San Francisco and in the mines in the 1850ôs. ñExcellent 

narrative of experiences in the diggingsò (Wheat). [Cowan: p.416n; 

Graff: 2685; Howes I: M-299; Howes II: M-299; Kurutz: 429b; 

Sabin: 44695; Wheat: 137; Zamorano Eighty: 52, note]. 

 

200. MARTIN , Cy and Jeannie. Gold! and Where They 

Found It. Quarto. Photographs, maps. Glossary, bibliography. 

Brown cloth. A very fine copy with dust jacket. Corona del 

Mar, California: Trans-Anglo Books, (1974). $35. 
 Second, edition, revised. A guide to Ghost towns and 

mining camp sites throughout the U.S., British Columbia, and the 

Yukon. The first section deals with tales of the various gold rushes; 

the second half of the book provides a directory of old mining camps. 

Well illustrated with over 200 historic and modern photographs of the 

people and the towns. One section give specific instructions and the 

basic tools for panning for gold. 

 

201. MEGQUIER , Mary Jane. Apron Full of Gold, The 

Letters of Mary Jane Megquier from San Francisco, 1849-

1856. Edited by Robert Glass Cleland. Frontis portrait, 7 

illustrations. Black cloth. A fine copy slightly chipped dust 

jacket. San Marino: The Huntington Library, 1949. $45. 
 First edition. Printed by the Ward Ritchie Press. Letters 

which contain much information of the daily lives of San Franciscans 

from the beginning of the Gold Rush. Mrs. Megquier ran a boarding 

house while her husband was a doctor who ran a drugstore. Clelland 

states that Megquierôs letters ñédo for San Francisco what the 

famous letters of óDame Shirleyô did for the diggings and mines.ò 

[Kurutz: 436]. 

 

SOLD MELENDY , H.B. and B.F. Gilbert . The Governors 

of California: Peter H. Burnett to Edmund G. Brown. 

Portraits, illustrations, index. Black cloth. A very fine copy 

with dust jacket. Georgetown, California: The Talisman Press, 

1965.   $150. 
 First edition. Limited to 1,000 copies. The primary source 

book on the subject, being the first comprehensive study of the 

careers and administrations of the thirty-two Governors from Peter H. 

Burnett to Edmund G. Brown. Includes, of course, the Gold Rush era 

Governors Burnett, John Bigler, and J. Neely Johnson. An invaluable 

reference. 

 

203. MENEFEE , Campbell A. Historical and Descriptive 

Sketch Book of Napa, Sonoma, Lake and Mendocino... 13 

engraved plates (views and portraits), 1 lithographed plate 

(portrait), and 29 text engravings. Green cloth. Upper corners 

with slight spotting, endpapers with light foxing, else a fine 

and clean copy, collated complete with all the engravings. 

Napa City: Reporter Publishing House, 1873.  $900. 

 First edition. Rare. ñStill the best contemporary history of 

these agricultural countiesò (Howell). The first 220 pages constitute 

the history of Napa county. This work discusses more than fifteen 

mining companies active in the area and has a large number of those 

biographical materials which are so valuable for the historian and so 

difficult to find in other places. [Cowan: p.424; Howell, 50: 634; 

Howes I: M-516; Howes II: M-517; Rocq: 5847]. 

 

204. MEYER, Carl. Nach dem Sacramento. Resiebilder 

Eines Heimgekehrten von Carl Meyer. Small octavo. Newer 

half brown cloth, spine label from original binding. Light 

foxing throughout, small dent to spine, minor repair to top 

edge of last leaf. A very good copy. Aarau: Druck und Verlag 

von H. R. Sauerländer, 1855. $750. 
 First edition. Quite rare. ñA series of óword picturesô of 

lasting importò (Wheat). The author, a highly educated man, closely 

observes the phenomena of Gold Rush days in California. ñBorn in 

Germany, Meyer left for New Orleans in February 1849, bound for 

the Isthmus of Panamaé arrived in Monterey in the springé His 

summaries of the last vestiges of Mexican California are all choice. 

His descriptions encompass a Mexican caravan on its way to the 

Mariposa diggings, geology of the region, gold mining camps, San 

Francisco, Indiansé river steamers, and bull and bear fights in 

Sacramentoé Meyer left for home via Nicaragua in 1852ò (Kurutz). 

[Cowan: p.428; Decker 31: 53; Howes I: M-572; Howes II: M-574; 

Kurutz: 439a; Rocq: 15960; Wheat, Books of the California Gold 

Rush: 140]. 

 

205. MEYER , Carl. Bound for Sacramento. Travel-

Pictures of a Returned Wanderer. Translated from the German 

by Ruth Frey Axe. Introduction by Henry R. Wagner. 

Facsimile insert. Notes. Tan cloth. A very fine copy with dust 

jacket (jacket very good). Claremont, California: Saunders 

Studio Press, 1938.  $150. 
 First English translation of the complete narrative, first 

published in German in 1855. Scarce. One of 450 numbered copies. 

ñA series of óword picturesô of lasting importò (Wheat). ñBorn in 

Germany, Meyer left for New Orleans in February 1849, bound for 

the Isthmus of Panamaé arrived in Monterey in the springé His 

summaries of the last vestiges of Mexican California are all choice. 

His descriptions encompass a Mexican caravan on its way to the 

Mariposa diggings, geology of the region, gold mining camps, San 

Francisco, Indiansé river steamers, and bull and bear fights in 

Sacramentoéò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 439b; Wheat, Books of the 

California Gold Rush: 140, note]. 

 

 

With the California map showing the ñGold Regionò 
 

206. MITCHELL , Samuel Augustus. A New Universal 

Atlas... With a Special Map of each of the United States, Plans 

of Cities, &c. Folio. (17Ȩ x 14 inches). Lithographed title with 

large vignette, letterpress ñTable of Contents,ò hand-colored 

frontispiece of the heights of the principal mountains and 

lengths of the principal rivers, and 72 hand-colored 

lithographed maps, charts and city plans. Publisherôs three-

quarter red morocco over marbled boards, large red morocco 

title label on front cover elaborately tooled and lettered in gilt. 

Spine and corners renewed in modern red leather. Boards 

rubbed and scuffed at edges. Maps in fine condition. Overall, a 

fine copy. Philadelphia: S. Augustus Mitchell, 1849. $17,500. 
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 A very nice copy of this famous and very scarce atlas, with 

hand-colored maps of all the individual States and Territories, and 

including the famous map of ñOregon, Upper California & New 

Mexicoò showing the large yellow-colored area in California labeled 

ñGold Region.ò Certainly this work includes maps of the world, but 

the  Atlas concentrates to a marked degree on the American continent 

with 43 maps of the area, including a fine double-page coast-to-coast 

map of the United States. S. Augustus Mitchell and his sons were the 

leading publishers of maps in the United States during most of the 

nineteenth century. A New American Atlas, published in 1831, was 

Mitchellôs first work. In 1846 he published his first edition of the 

present work. He continued to publish the Atlas until 1850, when he 

sold the copyright to Cowperthwait & Co. It was with this 1849 

edition that ñNew Mexicoò was added to the title of the map, 

ñOregon, Upper California & New Mexico.ò This map was from the 

1845 plate with the words, ñGold Regionò added in the large yellow 

area in ñUpper or New California.ò As Wheat states, ñWe find S. 

Augustus Mitchell in Philadelphia publishing, in 1849, a revised 

version of his Texas, Oregon, and California map, taking advantage 

of Fr®montôs later work and displaying a large, colored Gold 

Region.ò [Wheat: Mapping the Transmississippi West: 630, p.284; 

text, p.82; not noted in Wheatôs Maps of the Gold Region]. 

 

207. MONAGHAN , Jay. The Overland Trail. Maps and 

plates. Red cloth. Spine lightly faded, 2 tiny spots to spine. A 

very good copy. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, (1947).  $50. 
 First edition. Lewis & Clark, the fur traders, Oregon Trail, 

Frémont, Mormons, the Forty-Niners, Pony Express, Mark Twain, 

the Railroad, etc. From the ñAmerican Trailsò series. 

 

208. MORRELL , W. P. The Gold Rushes. 8 maps, (2 

folding); index. Blue cloth. A very fine copy with dust jacket. 

London: Adam and Charles Black, 1940.  $150. 
 First edition. A well-researched history of gold rushes 

around the world, including Brazil, Siberia, California, British 

Columbia, Australia, the Klondike, etc. Chapter end notes list 

sources. 

 

209. MULLEN , Kevin J. Let Justice Be Done. Crime and 

Politics in Early San Francisco. Prints, portraits, map. 

Appendix, notes, bibliography and index. Blue cloth. A very 

fine copy with dust jacket. Reno: University of Nevada Press, 

(1989).  $30. 
 First edition. The first study of the establishment and 

development of San Franciscoôs courts, police, and jails from 1846 

through 1852. Includes extremely thorough documentation of the 

frequency of crime that occurred during this period. The author 

served with the San Francisco police department for twenty-six years. 

 

210. MÜLLER , J. California, Land of Gold, or Stay at 

Home and Work Hard. A Short Description of California and 

the Dangers Which Threaten the Immigrant... Translated by 

Anthony Knight. Edited by Ferol Egan. 12mo. Facsimile title 

page, 3 illustrations. Mustard cloth. A very fine copy. San 

Francisco: The Book Club of California, (1971). $45. 
 One of 450 copies printed by Lawton and Alfred Kennedy. 

ñM¿ller began with a business-like look at California history, the 

gold discovery, mining life, equipment, weather conditions, and 

routes to California. The second portion is the pitiful story of 

Friedrich Berwick, a master joiner from Germany, and his 

unfortunate experiences as a gold seekerò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 456-b]. 

 

211. NADEAU , Remi. Ghost Towns and Mining Camps 

of California. Photographs, map. Bibliography, index. Yellow 

cloth. A very fine copy with pictorial dust jacket. Los 

Angeles: The Ward Ritchie Press, (1965). $25. 
 First edition. Gold Rush towns and camps of the central, 

southern and northern mines; the sagebrush camps of eastern 

California, etc. 

 

212. NASATIR , Abraham P. French Activities in 

California. An Archival Calendar-Guide. Navy blue cloth. A 

fine copy with spine-darkened dust jacket. (Palo Alto): 

Stanford University Press, (1945).  $90. 
 First edition. An exhaustive guide to the documents in the 

French Foreign Office and other repositories, and to printed materials 

relating to the French interest in California from 1786 to 1849. An 

excellent resource. [Rocq: 17039; Wheat: 149]. 

 

213. NEALL , James. A Down-Easter in the Far West. The 

Reminiscence of James Neall in Oregon & California, 1845-

50. Edited by Martin Schmitt and K. Keith Richard. Frontis 

portrait, plate, illustrations. Cloth. A very fine copy. Ashland: 

The Oregon Book Society, 1977. $75. 
 First edition. One of 350 copies printed by Sherwood & 

Katharine Grover. A pioneer recollection that is both literate and 

historically important. It describes persons and events in the Oregon 

Country, 1845-1848, and the California Gold Rush as experienced by 

a San Francisco retail merchant (hardware, lumber, etc.) rather than a 

miner. Neall was a founder and member of the first San Francisco 

Vigilance Committee. 

 

214. NEASHAM , Aubrey, et al. California Gold 

Discovery Centennial Papers on the Time, the Site and 

Artifacts. Introduction by Joseph R. Knowland. Frontis, 15 

plates, text illustrations. Red cloth. Spine faded, else a fine 

copy. San Francisco: California Historical Society, 1947.  $60. 
 First book edition. The three articles include: ñSutterôs 

Sawmill,ò by Aubrey Neasham, ñArchaeological Investigation of 

Sutter Sawmill Site in 1947,ò by Robert F. Heizer, and ñArtifacts 

from the Excavation of Sutterôs Sawmill, 1947,ò by Franklin 

Fenenga. 

 

SOLD [NEWSPAPER]. The Daily Pacific News. Vol. II, 

No. 148; whole No. 334. Folio. (51 x 40 cm.). 4pp., 6 

columns. Two creases where folded. Small break at junction 

of folds, lower edge of front page slightly chipped. A fine 

copy. San Francisco: Winchester, Skillman & Co., Friday 

Morning, January 17, 1851. $325. 
 Published every morning except Sunday, this issue contains 

a multitude of advertisements, news from San Jose and Monterey; the 

report of the State printer; legal and business notices, etc. The bulk of 

the last page covers a number of new State laws (California was 

officially admitted to the Union on Sept. 9, 1850), including the 

establishment of Pilots and Pilot regulations for the Port of San 

Francisco; regulations for the quarantine of vessels; the creation of a 

Marine Hospital for California; and more. 
 

216. [NEWSPAPER]. The San Francisco Daily Herald. 

Vol. II , No. 113. Folio. (58 x 44.5 cm.). 4pp., 7 columns. One 

horizontal crease where folded. Left and right edges a little 

ragged, not affecting text, light damp stain to lower portion of 
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sheets. Overall, a fine copy. San Francisco: Nugent & Co., 

Tuesday Morning, October 7, 1851. $200. 
 Published daily, this issue contains a general business 

directory (A to Z); a multitude of advertisements (many for steamers 

and other vessels); legal notices: news from the Sandwich Islands 

(arrival of whaling ships, etc.); articles on the Land Commissioners; a 

general article on the acquisition of territory; and more. Includes 

wholesale prices current as of October 3, 1851. 

 

217. [NEWSPAPER]. The San Francisco Daily Herald. 

Vol. IV, No. 361. Folio. (69 x 52 cm.). 4pp., 8 columns. Two 

creases where folded. Two or three short tears to upper edge, 

not affecting text. A fine copy. San Francisco: John Nugent, 

Monday Morning, May 29, 1854. $200. 
 Contains a general business directory (A to Z), a multitude 

of advertisements; legal notices; commercial and financial news; the 

grading of San Francisco streets; and more. 

 

218. NUSBAUMER, Louis. Valley of Salt, Memories of 

Wine. A Journal of Death Valley, 1849. Edited by George 

Koenig. Foreword by J. S. Holliday. Portrait, facsimile; 

photographs by Ansel Adams. Folding route map by Robert 

Becker. Green cloth. A fine copy. (Berkeley): The Friends of 

The Bancroft Library, 1967.  $60. 
 First edition. Designed and printed by Lawton and Alfred 

Kennedy. Nusbaumer, unlike most gold-seekers, traveled an 

unknown trail to California and, along with his fellow travelers, 

found himself lost. He was with Manly and the group that attempted 

the ñshort-cutò through the desert that, because of their experience, 

became known as Death Valley. This is the first time that 

Nusbaumerôs firsthand, on-the-spot account has been published. It is 

the only extant journal carried out of Death Valley on the epic trek. 

His diary provides an important complement to Manlyôs better-

known reminiscence, Death Valley in ó49. [Kurutz: 470; Mintz: 349]. 

 

219. OôBRIEN, J. C. Current and Recent Mining 

Activities in the Redding District. Nine photographs. Gray 

wrappers. Ownerôs name on front cover. A fine copy. San 

Francisco: Division of Mines, 1948. $50. 
 First edition. This is the major article within the California 

Journal of Mines and Geology, Vol. 44, No. 4, October, 1948. The 

ñRedding Districtò includes an area of 36,678 square miles within the 

boundaries of 12 counties. It is bordered by the state of Oregon, the 

state of Nevada, and by the Pacific Ocean. Within the state it is 

bordered on the south and east by Plumas, Butte, Sutter, Yolo, Napa, 

and Sonoma Counties. Includes reports on gold in Humboldt, Lassen, 

Modoc, Shasta, Siskiyou and Trinity counties, and more. Another 

important section within this volume reprints a circular released on 

April 10, 1948 by the Atomic Energy Commission relating to a 

guaranteed ten-year minimum prices for domestic refined uranium. 

 

SOLD OôBRIEN, Robert. California Called Them. A Saga 

of Golden Days and Roaring Camps. Illustrated by Antonio 

Sotomayor. Index. Red cloth. A very fine copy. New York: 

McGraw-Hill Book Co., (1951). $35. 
 First edition. Presentation, signed by the author. Well-

written story of the people and towns of the Mother Lode country 

(Coloma, Angels Camp, Murphys, Columbia); of Truckee; and of 

Shasta, Yreka, etc.). 

 

221. PADEN, Irene D. Prairie Schooner Detours. 

Illustrations. Brown cloth. A fine copy with lightly chipped 

dust jacket. New York: Macmillan, 1949.  $45. 
 First edition. Presentation inscription signed by the author 

to fellow author E. Geoffrey Bangs. A readable account of the two 

treacherous covered wagon routes to California: ñHastingsô Cut-Offò 

and ñLassenôsò route. 

 

222. PARSONS, George F. The Life and Adventures of 

James W. Marshall. Introduction by G. Ezra Dane. Portrait. 

Green boards. A fine copy. San Francisco: George Fields, 

1935.   $125. 
 Reprint of the 1870 first edition. Bookplate and signature 

of actor and book collector, Jean Hersholt. One of 450 copies printed 

by the Grabhorn Press. ñéMuch of the book details not only 

Marshallôs famous discovery but also the ócurseô that dogged much of 

his lifeò (Kurutz). [Grabhorn Bibliography: 225; Kurutz: 483-b; 

Rocq: 1821; Wheat: 153]. 

 

SOLD PAUL , Rodman W. California Gold. The Beginning 

of Mining in the Far West. Illustrated. Brick cloth. A fine copy 

with slightly chipped dust jacket. Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 1947.  $60. 
 First edition. Signed by author, E. Geoffrey Bangs. A 

scholarly study of twenty-five years of California gold mining, 1848 

to 1873. Paul describes how the gold miner worked and lived, where 

he learned his craft, whether he profited, and how he survived after 

the passing of the flush days of 1849. Wheat calls this work a 

ñbrilliant study.ò [Wheat: 155]. 

 

224. PAUL , Rodman W. The California Gold Discovery. 

Sources, Documents, Accounts and Memoirs Relating to the 

Discovery of Gold at Sutterôs Mill. 4to. Portraits, illustrations, 

facsimiles, maps. Red cloth-backed boards. A fine copy with 

slightly chipped dust jacket. Georgetown, California: The 

Talisman Press, 1967.  $60. 
 Second printing. An extremely comprehensive book on the 

California gold discovery, containing a mass of detailed accounts and 

sources relating to the event. Includes all known accounts by the 

participants, including variant accounts by Marshall, Bigler, Brown, 

and Wimmer, plus related testimony of Capt. Sutter.. [Kurutz: 485]. 

 

225. PAUL , Rodman Wilson. Mining Frontiers of the Far 

West, 1848-1880. 32 plates, endpaper map. Extensive chapter 

notes, bibliography, index. Two-tone cloth. A very fine copy 

with dust jacket. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 

1963).  $40. 
 First edition. A quite scholarly work on the major mining 

frontiers, including the California Gold Rush, 1848-1858. Paul also 

discusses the Comstock Lode, Colorado rush, the Northwest and 

Southwest, and the Black Hills. 

 

226. PAUL WILHELM , Friedrich, Duke of 

Württemberg. Early Sacramento: Glimpses of John Augustus 

Sutter, the Hok Farm and Neighboring Indian Tribes... 

Translated by Louis C. Butscher. Edited with an Introduction 

by John A. Hussey. Quarto. Frontis portrait, 2 plates. Yellow 

cloth, brown cloth spine. A very fine copy. (Sacramento): 

Sacramento Book Collectors Club, 1973.  $125. 
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 First edition. One of 400 copies printed by Andrew Hoyem. 

A translation of a previously unpublished manuscript of Prince Paulôs 

journal of his fourth visit to the United States, and his journey to 

California in 1850 to experience, at first hand, the excitement of the 

Gold Rush. ñPrince Paul tells how he met the óKing of California,ô 

John Sutter. His narrative includes descriptions of Sacramento City; a 

Fourth of July celebration; visits to Sutterôs Hock Farm; the towns of 

Elisa, Marysville, and Yuba City; the gold fields; and óHockô Indians. 

The Prince also compiled a list of Hok and Kosum® languagesò 

(Kurutz). [Kurutz: 486; Rocq: 6802]. 

 

SOLD PEABODY, Alfred. The Early Days and Rapid 

Growth of California. [bound with]: Eagleston, John H. 

Account of an Early California Voyage. Together, 2 separate 

titles, paginated continuously. Newer blue cloth. 4 old library 

stamps (San Francisco Free Public Library), 2 inked call 

numbers, else a fine copy. Salem, Massachusetts: The Salem 

Press, 1874. $250. 
 First separate edition. From the Essex Institute Historical 

Collections, vol. XII. No. 2. Both titles are paginated continuously 

although each has its own title page. Peabody sailed from 

Massachusetts on December 23, 1848 and arrived in San Francisco 

on June 1, 1849. He provides good descriptions of San Francisco, 

Sacramento, Sutterôs Fort, etc. As Eagleston had left Massachusetts a 

few months earlier, he claimed the distinction of bringing the first 

cargo ship to San Francisco with supplies especially for the miners. 

He sailed from Massachusetts on October 28, 1848 and arrived at San 

Francisco exactly five months later on March 28, 1849. Eagleston 

sold his cargo and ship for $15,000. in gold dust. After a short stay in 

San Francisco, he sailed for home sometime in August of 1849 where 

he ñshowed the first golden lumps brought into Salem from 

California.ò [Cowan: p. 190 and p.477; Howes I: P-156; Howes II: P-

156; Kurutz: 214]. 

 

228. PEARSON, G. C. Overland in 1849 from Missouri 

to California by the Platte River and the Salt Lake Trail. An 

Account from the Letters of G. C. Pearson. Edited by Jessie H. 

Goodman. Introduction and notes by John Bartlett Goodman, 

III. Frontis portrait, illustrations, folding map. Green boards. 

Spine slightly faded, else a fine copy. Los Angeles: Printed at 

the Cole-Holmquist Press, 1961.  $90. 
 First book edition. Although not indicated, one of 350 

copies. Originally published as a series of letters in the San Jose 

Pioneer just prior to the turn of the century. Besides the significance 

of the work covering that portion of Pearsonôs journey over the 

Sevier River, or Salt Lake Trail and then south over the Spanish Trail 

into Los Angeles via Cajon Pass, there is also an account of 

considerable importance in the making of wine at the California 

Rancho Cucamonga. This is possibly the earliest description that is 

known giving such detailed information. [Kurutz: 489; Mattes: 588; 

Mintz: 361]/ 

 

SOLD PEREZ ROSALES, Vincente. California 

Adventure. Translated from the Spanish with an Introduction 

by Edwin S. Morby and Arturo Torres-Rioseco. Frontis 

portrait plus chapter headpieces by Albert J. Camille. Cloth-

backed linen. Bookplate, else a very fine copy. San Francisco: 

The Book Club of California, 1947.  $125. 
 First English translation. 250 copies printed by Taylor & 

Taylor. The Chilean authorôs visit to San Francisco and the Mother 

Lode in 1849. Rosales presented a much different perspective on the 

Gold Rush than his American or European counterparts. He wrote, 

ñPersonal safety could be found only at the muzzle of a pistol or the 

point of a dagger; and nevertheless, before the dazzling glow of gold, 

theft, violence, disease, death itself, were secondary considerations.ò 

[Kurutz: 493-a]. 

 

230. PERKINS, Elisha Douglass. Gold Rush Diary. Being 

the Journal of... on the Overland Trail in the Spring and 

Summer of 1849. Edited by Thomas D. Clark. Quarto. Frontis, 

text illustrations, map endpapers; bibliography, index. Yellow 

cloth. A very fine copy with dust jacket. Lexington: University 

of Kentucky Press, 1967.  $90. 
 First edition. An extensively annotated journal, with an 

appendix of reports and letters from contemporary newspapers, 

extensive notes associating the text with numerous other published 

and unpublished accounts, plus detailed and annotated sectional maps 

showing Perkinsô progress along the Overland Trail. ñMattes calls 

this óone of the premier daily journals of the California gold rushé 

rich and revealing in its detail.ô Perkinsé followed the California 

Trail, arriving in Sacramento on September 27 (1849)é traveled 

through Weberville, Coloma, Placerville, and Georgetownéò 

(Kurutz). [Kurutz: 494; Mattes: 590; Mintz: 364]. 

 

231. PERKINS, William. Three Years in California. 

William Perkinsô Journal of Life at Sonora, 1849-1852. With 

an Introduction and Annotations by Dale L. Morgan and 

James R. Scobie. Illustrations from early drawings and 

lithographs, facsimile, etc. Appendix and index. A very fine 

copy with pictorial dust jacket. Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 1964.  $75. 
 First English language edition. Perkins arrived in California 

in 1849, went to the southern gold fields near Sonora & worked as a 

miner, later becoming a storekeeper and merchant. A lively account 

of life in Sonora. ñPerkins originally wrote this manuscript around 

1862 after moving to Argentinaé in 1937 a Spanish translation was 

published in Buenos Aires with a reduced texté For this new edition, 

Morgan and Scobie made a fresh transcription of the original English 

manuscript, filled in missing pages by translating the Spanish version 

back into English, and added three of Perkinsô Sonora lettersò 

(Kurutz). [Kurutz: 496b]. 

 

232. PETERS, Charles. The Autobiography of Charles 

Peters ... The Good Luck Era, The Placer Mining Days of the 

ó50s. 12mo. 49 text illustrations. Gray printed wrappers. Front 

cover a bit soiled and creased. A very good copy. Sacramento: 

The LaGrave Co., n.d. (c.1915).  $45. 
 First edition. Biography of ñthe oldest pioneer living in 

California,ò a ó49er from Portugal, and descriptions of Placer mining 

towns and camps. Peter took the ship Elfa from New York to San 

Francisco. He took up mining in Amador County and in 1851 

claimed to have pulled out seventeen pounds of gold from Negro 

Hill. [Cowan: p. 480; Kurutz: 500; Wheat: 157]. 

 

233. PHILLIPS , Catherine Coffin. Cornelius Cole, 

California Pioneer and United States Senator. Etched frontis 

by William Wilke, 27 plates, facsimiles. Bibliography, index. 

Full classic vellum. A very fine copy. San Francisco: Printed 

by John Henry Nash, 1929. $500. 
 First edition. One of only a few copies bound in the 

printerôs classic vellum, not noted in any bibliography including that 

by Nashôs bibliographer, Nell OôDay. Presentation inscription, 

signed from the author to her daughter. Cornelius Cole [1822-1924] 

came to California during the Gold Rush, settled in Sacramento, and 
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became an important figure in the political affairs of the state. This 

fine biography includes a chapter of Cole the ñGold Seekerò and his 

mining experiences. [Barr: p.107; Cowan: p.483; Howes I: P-308; 

Howes II: P-307; OôDay: Pp. 88-89; Rocq: 10969; (see) Wheat: 45]. 

 

234. PHILLIPS , Catherine Coffin. Coulterville 

Chronicle. The Annals of a Mother Lode Mining Town. 

Frontis, illustrations. Cloth-backed boards. A very fine copy. 

San Francisco: The Grabhorn Press, 1942.  $150. 
 Limited to 500 copies printed by The Grabhorn Press. An 

entertaining history of one of the important mining towns of central 

California. Includes a list of Coulterville pioneers. [Grabhorn: 372]. 

 

235. PLATT , P. L. and N. Slater. Travelersô Guide 

Across the Plains Upon the Overland Route to California. 

Introduction by Dale Morgan. Map and title page facsimiles. 

Cloth-backed boards. A very fine copy. (San Francisco): John 

Howell Books, 1963.  $150. 
 Reprint of the very rare 1852 edition; first printing of the 

introduction by Dale Morgan. Although not stated, one of 475 copies. 

Guide to the overland crossing to California, showing distances, 

descriptions of springs, rivers, mountains and camping areas. ñThe 

Platt-Slater work is one of the more distinguished among the 

overland guidesò (Morgan, from the introduction). ñIn the John 

Howell Books edition, Dale Morgan provided a fine narrative on the 

bibliographic history of this rare guideò (Kurutz). Scarce! [Kurutz: 

509b; Saunders, Morgan Bibliography: 42]. 

 

SOLD PORTER, Rufus. Aerial Navigation: The 

Practicability of Traveling Pleasantly and Safely from New 

York to California in Three Daysé 3 plates (one in color and 

folding). Cloth-backed boards. A fine copy. San Francisco: 

Lawton R. Kennedy, 1935. $90. 
 First book edition. One of 200 copies. A reprint of Porterôs 

1849 pamphlet in which he proposed to transport passengers from 

New York to the gold fields of California by means of an ñaerial 

locomotive.ò [see: Cowan: p.496; Kurutz: 513b]. 

 

237. PRASLOW, Dr. J. The State of California. A 

Medico-Geographical Account. Translated from the German 

by Frederick C. Cordes. 1 photographic plate. Brick cloth. 

Covers lightly spotted. A very good copy. San Francisco: John 

Newbegin, 1939. $50. 
 First English translation. One of 250 copies printed by The 

Ward Ritchie Press. Presentation inscription, signed by the 

translator. ñPraslow based his narrative on a seven-year residence in 

Californiaé The physician arrived in San Francisco in June 1849, 

following a nine-month sea voyage from New York aboard the 

Brooklyn. In response to dire need, he established a pharmacy in San 

Franciscoé presents his observations of illnesses that beset the 

mining population from 1849 to 1856ò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 516b]. 

 

238. PRITCHARD , James A. The Overland Diary of 

James A. Pritchard from Kentucky to California in 1849. 

Edited by Dale Morgan. Frontis portrait, 3 maps (2 folding), 

folding chart in rear pocket. Bibliography, index. Red cloth. A 

very fine copy with spine-darkened dust jacket. (Denver): The 

Old West Publishing Company, 1959.  $125. 
 First edition. Although not indicated, one of 1,250 copies 

designed and printed by Lawton Kennedy. An important overland 

diary that describes the journey from Independence to Sacramento, 

by way of South Pass. The chart provides a complete summary of all 

known South Pass overland expeditions, with dates and destinations. 

The work includes a biography of Pritchard by Hugh Pritchard 

Williamson. ñThis overland diary certainly ranks as one of the most 

important, not only because of Pritchardôs observations, but also 

because of the scholarship of editor, Dale Morgan. Pritchardé 

reached Coloma on August 13 (1849)é Morgan furnished an 

invaluable essay on journals contemporary with Pritchardôs. 

Morganôs annotated bibliography of óevery known diary on the 

northern overland trails in 1849,ô and the majestic chart, serve as 

essential reference toolsò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 519; Mattes: 599; Mintz: 

380]. 

 

239. RAMEY , Earl. The Beginnings of Marysville. 

Foreword by Douglas S. Watson. Frontis portrait, title page 

map in color, 4 plates, 2 full-page facsimiles, large folding 

map. Chapter notes. Cloth-backed boards. Small surface 

smudge to bottom of front cover, but a fine copy. San 

Francisco: California Historical Society, 1936. $350. 
 First book edition. Although not indicated, one of only 200 

copies printed by Lawton Kennedy. This is the third and last in the 

series on early California towns published by the California 

Historical Society. The others were in the series covered San Jose and 

Los Angeles. The intent of the series was to focus on the local events 

which provided the individual ñpersonalitiesò of towns. This book, 

then, like the others, is a ñtown biographyò and is very 

comprehensive. ñAlthough settlement of Marysville occurred at the 

junction of the Feather and Yuba rivers prior to the discovery of gold, 

the actual birth of the community is traced to the Gold Rush and the 

townôs location at the end of the river route to the northern minesò 

(Evans). The folding map is, ñA Complete Map of the Feather and 

Yuba Rivers,ò showing towns, ranches, diggings, roads, and 

distances. [Evans, Publications of the California Historical Society: 

19]. 

 

240. RAYMOND , Rossiter W. Mineral Resources of the 

States and Territories West of the Rocky Mountains. 16 text 

illustrations, one full-page map. Maroon cloth. Spine faded, 

lower corners jammed; lower edge of rear cover shows wear. 

A very good copy, internally fine. Washington: Government 

Printing Office, 1869. $125. 
 First edition. House of Reps, 40th Congress, 3rd Session, Ex. 

Doc. No. 54. Section one covers the mining industry in California 

(New Almaden Mines; the Mother Lode; Nevada County quartz and 

placer mines, etc.); as well as mining in other areas of the West. 

Section two covers the relationship of government to mining with 

much on mining law in various parts of the world and in ancient 

times (mining law in the middle ages; Spanish mining law; modern 

German codes; mining laws of Switzerland, England, Australia, 

Canada, etc.). Finally, the work concludes with the statistics of 

bullion, ores, etc. at San Francisco for the year 1868. 

 

241. READ, Georgia Willis [Editor]. A Pioneer of 1850. 

George Willis Read, 1819-1880. The Record of a Journey 

Overland from Independence, Missouri, to Hangtown 

(Placerville), California, in the Spring of 1850... Frontis 

portrait, 20 plates, folding map. Blue cloth. Spine a bit 

darkened. A fine copy. Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 

1927.  $90. 
 First edition. Scarce. One bibliographer proclaims this 

work as a ñmost elaborate of overland journals.ò Read was a 

physician who kept a detailed diary of his overland journey in 1850, 

published in this book for the first time along with some of his letters 
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from that trip and a second trip to California via Panama in 1863. The 

folding map shows the overland route of the Jefferson-California 

company to California. ñéThey crossed the Sierra Nevada by way of 

Carson Pass and arrived in Placerville on August 18. On October 18, 

the gold seeker followed the journal with a detailed letter back home 

summarizing the trip and giving a stiff warning to all about 

Californiaôs moral depravityò (Kurutz). [Cowan: p.523; Graff: 3431; 

Kurutz: 523; Mattes: 937; Mintz: 386; Wheat, Books of the 

California Gold Rush: 163]. 

 

242. READ, James A. and Donald F. [Illustrators]. 

Journey to the Gold Diggins. By Jeremiah Saddlebags. 

Introduction by Joseph Henry Jackson. Oblong octavo. 63 

pages of illustrations in color. Cloth-backed boards. Ownerôs 

signature and date on endpaper, else a fine copy. Burlingame, 

California: William P. Wreden, 1950. $100. 
 Collotype facsimile of the very rare 1849 edition with a 

new introduction by Joseph Henry Jackson. One of 390 copies 

printed by The Grabhorn Press. ñéJackson called the Adventures of 

Jeremiah Saddlebags the best known of the American comic books 

on the Gold Rushé Saddlebags, in this amusing and satirical work, 

came to California via the Isthmus of Panama and returned overland 

(the opposite of most Argonauts)ò (Kurutz). ñOne hundred and 

twelve caricature illustrations of various phases of life to and at the 

minesò (Howes). [Howes I: R-92; Howes II: R-90; Kurutz: 524 note]. 

 

243. RITCHIE , Robert Welles. The Hell-Roarinô Forty-

Niners. 13 photographs. Red cloth. A very fine copy with the 

obscure dust jacket (jacket price-clipped; chip at foot of 

spine). New York: J. H. Sears, (1928).  $125. 
 First edition. ñA conglomeration of tales of the gold days, 

and a rehash of old-time lore, yet interesting withalò (Wheat). Rough 

and Ready, Grass Valley, Nevada City, Downieville, the Hanging of 

Juanita, etc. [Cowan: p.534; Wheat: 167]. 

 

244. ROBINSON, W. W. Land in California. 8 pages of 

illustrations from photographs. Gray cloth. Magazine review 

tipped to inner cover. A fine copy in lightly worn dust jacket. 

Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 

1948.   $75. 
 First edition. Inscription, signed by the author. The story of 

mission lands, ranchos, squatters, mining claims, railroad grants, land 

scrip and homesteads. A scholarly work on the subject and a sought-

after reference. [Rocq: 17123]. 
 

 

A remarkably comprehensive work 
 

245. ROCKWELL , John A(rnold). A Compilation of 

Spanish and Mexican Law, in Relation to Mines, and Titles to 

Real Estate, in Force in California, Texas and New Mexicoé 

Collated complete. Full tan sheep, professionally rebacked 

with original red and black leather labels laid down, new 

endpapers. Contemporary news clipping on inner cover. 

Contemporary ownerôs name (Nathl. Bennett) on blank 

endpaper. ñVolume 1ò (only volume published) erased on title 

page leaving two small holes and light scarring. Some 

occasional very light foxing, especially to front and end 

leaves, else a fine and fresh copy. New York: John S. 

Voorhies, 1851. $2,750. 

 First edition. Very scarce. Title continues, ñContaining a 

Translation of the Mining Ordinances of New Spain ï Gamboaôs 

Mining Ordinances ï The Laws in Relation to Mines of Gold, Silver 

and Quicksilver, Contained in the óNovisima Recopilacion,ô and the 

óRecopilacion de las Indias,ô and in the Decrees of the Cortes of 

Spain and of Ferdinand VII, Also of the Laws and Decrees of 

Mexico, on the Subject of Mines, Colonization, and the Right of 

Foreigners to Hold Real Estate. Also, Extracts from Public 

Documents, and from the Laws of California, in Relation to Mines 

and Mineral Lands: Together With a Digest of the Common Law, on 

the Subject of Mines and Mining.ò 

 A remarkably comprehensive work. Appearing shortly after 

the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the discovery of gold in 

California, this work treats Mexican mining laws and their colonial 

antecedents from the early Spanish era, California laws then in force, 

and the common law of mines and mining. Also included are treaties 

and other general topics such as the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 

Mexican colonization laws from 1823 to 1846, and a vocabulary of 

Spanish words with their English meanings. In addition to its value 

for miners, this work would have been useful for those seeking to 

reconcile Mexican colonial land grants in California, New Mexico 

and Texas with the new U.S. laws that went into effect after the 

Mexican-American War. The author was a lawyer, judge and 

politician. [Cowan: p.538; Sabin: 72430]. 

 

246. ROYCE, Sarah. A Frontier Lady: Recollections of 

the Gold Rush and Early California. Foreword by Katherine 

Royce. Edited by Ralph Henry Gabriel. Map. Gray cloth. A 

very fine copy with spine-darkened printed dust jacket (minor 

tape repair to inside). New Haven: Yale University Press, 

1923.   $150. 
 First edition. Details the overland trek in 1850 over the 

Humboldt-Carson Route. A mini classic. ñHer narrative of her 

journey across the waste and her life in California mining towns is 

one of the important documents that has come out of the middle of 

the last century...ò (Gabriel). ñSarah and family left Iowa on April 30, 

1850, followed the Humboldt-Carson Route, and arrived in California 

in late October. The chapters entitled óEl Dorado,ô óMorals,ô and  

óFortitudeô summarizes her California experiencesé a well-crafted 

description of Weaverville, Sutterôs Fort, the Sacramento Flood of 

1850, Grass Valley, San Francisco, and the role of women and family 

during this chaotic eraò (Kurutz). Decker 27: 242; Gudde: p.419; 

Graff: 3598; Kurutz: 545; Mattes: 611; Mintz: 400; Morgan, 

Gardiner: pp. xxxix-xl; Norris:3324; Rocq: 6019; Wheat, Books of 

the California Gold Rush: 172]. 

 

247. RUSSAILH , Albert Bernard de. Last Adventure. San 

Francisco in 1851. Translated from the original journal of... 

by Clarkson Crane. Folding frontis facsimile, 5 folding plates, 

small 12 page facsimile pamphlet bound in, facsimile notation 

and label on front endpapers. Greenish-gray cloth-backed 

boards. Slight offsetting to free endpapers, as usual. A fine 

copy. San Francisco: The Westgate Press, 1931. $75. 
 First edition. One of 475 copies printed by the Grabhorn 

Press. The journal kept by Russailh, who arrived in San Francisco 

aboard the Joseph in March, 1851, enjoyed a brief stint as a journalist 

for the ñDaily True Standard,ò and died during a cholera epidemic in 

1852. Russailh ñwrote a lengthy description of San Francisco and 

devoted sections of his journal to climate, living conditions, gambling 

houses, theaters, women, public dances, the Vigilance Committee, 

police, politics, ethnic groupséò (Kurutz). [Kurutz: 346]. 
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248. SCHAEFFER, L. M. Sketches of Travels in South 

America, Mexico and California. Brown cloth. Lower corners 

just starting to show, spine ends with a hint of light wear, else 

a fine copy. New York: James Egbert, 1860. $300. 
 First edition. ñThe author arrived in San Francisco in 1849, 

and nearly the entire work is devoted to California. His narrationôs 

are exceedingly interestingò (Cowan). ñéthe Argonaut visited 

Stockton, Sacramento, Rough and Ready, Grass Valley, Gold Run, 

and Downieville. He also participated in the Gold Lake expedition of 

1850é he returned home via the Isthmus of Panama and arrived 

back in New York on May 25, 1852ò (Kurutz). Much of the work 

describes the authorôs experiences in the California mines, 

particularly in the Grass Valley area. [Cowan: p.570; Graff: 3691; 

Kurutz: 558; Rocq: 6021; Wheatôs Books of the Gold Rush: 176]. 

 

249. SEVERSON, Thor. Sacramento. An Illustrated 

History: 1839 to 1874. From Sutterôs Fort to Capital City. 

Quarto. Early views, reproductions of drawings, portraits, 

engravings, facsimiles, some in color. Bibliography, index. 

Cloth. A fine copy with dust jacket. (San Francisco): 

California Historical Society, (1973). $50. 
 First edition. One of 5000 copies. A sweeping pictorial 

history of Sacramento, from the very beginnings, through the 

California Gold Rush and growth, to the Capital City. 

 

250. SHARFMAN , Dr. I. Harold. ñNothing Left to 

Commemorate.ò Story of the Pioneer Jews of Jackson, 

Amador County, California. Frontis, map, 21 illustrations; 

notes, index. Yellow cloth. A fine copy with dust jacket. 

Glendale: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1969. $60. 
 First edition. Although not indicated, one of 1003 copies. 

Account of Botellas (later named Jackson) during the Gold Rush and 

the following three decades. This work is an excellent addition to the 

study of Jews in the pioneer West, their reasons for migration, 

religious life, relationship with non-Jewish populations, commercial 

activity, and other aspects of their life. [Clark and Brunet I: 225; 

Clark and Brunet II: 254]. 
 

251. SHAW, Reuben Cole. Across the Plains in Forty-

nine. Edited by Milo Milton Quaife. 12mo. Frontis portrait, 

illustrations, facsimile. Index. Maroon cloth. A fine copy. 

Chicago: The Lakeside Press, 1948. $50. 
 Reprinted from the 1896 edition. Includes an excellent 

historical introduction by Quaife. A valuable gold-seekerôs narrative 

dealing with the Oregon-California road via the Platte, South Pass, 

and the Humboldt River. ñA record of the difficult six-month 

overland trip of the Mt. Washington Mining Company from Boston 

to the mines. Shawôs book offers a good picture of the hardships 

suffered, such as cholera, pursuit by the Indians, and natural 

phenomenaò (Mintz). [Kurutz: 571-b; Mintz: 420]. 

 

252. SHERMAN , Lieut. W. T. A Letter of Lieut. W. T. 

Sherman Reporting on Conditions in California in 1848. Red 

wrappers. Slight wrinkling to corners of wrappers. A very 

good copy. Carmel: Thomas W. Norris, 1947. $35. 
 Printed at the Grabhorn Press in an edition of 250 copies. 

Issued by Norris as a Christmas keepsake from the original letters in 

his collection. [Grabhorn: 448; Kurutz: 579]. 

 

253. SHERMAN , William T. Recollections of California, 

1846-1861. Foreword by Joseph A. Sullivan. 2 facsimile 

letters, Shermanôs folding map of the gold region. Beige cloth. 

Spine and edges of covers darkened. A very good copy, 

internally clean. Oakland: Biobooks, 1945.  $50. 
 One of 625 copies. Sherman was a pioneer soldier, banker, 

lawyer and school superintendent Presented unedited from the first 

printing of his Memoirs, this work concentrates on Shermanôs early 

Gold Rush years and banking career in San Francisco. ñStationed at 

Monterey at the time of the discovery, Lt. Sherman recalled in vivid 

detail the first gold sample brought to Colonel R. B. Mason, and 

Captain Sutterôs efforts to secure a ópreemptionô for the land where 

the mill was located. In June 1848, Sherman made a trip to the 

mining region and recounted the story of Marshallôs discovery. In 

September and October of 1848, Shermané made another excursion 

through the mineséò (Kurutz). Sherman entered the banking 

business in San Francisco, beginning in 1853. [Kurutz: 580h]. 

 

254. [SHERMAN , William T.]. Clarke, Dwight L. 

William Tecumseh Sherman: Gold Rush Banker. Plates from 

photographs; notes, bibliography, index. Cloth. A very fine 

copy with pictorial dust jacket. San Francisco: California 

Historical Society, 1969.  $45. 
 First edition. The Civil War Generalôs prewar career as a 

banker in San Francisco. Much on the history of banking in early San 

Francisco during the Gold Rush, the Vigilance Committee, and more. 

 

255. SHIRLEY , Dame [Clappe, Louise Amelia Knapp 

Smith]. California in 1851éin 1852. The Letters of Dame 

Shirley. Introduction and notes by Carl I. Wheat. 2 volumes. 

Chapter head illustrations. Blue cloth-backed boards. One 

lower corner just showing, else a fine set. San Francisco: The 

Grabhorn Press, 1933.  $175. 
 Second book reprint. Originally published in monthly 

installments in ñThe Pioneer.ò These letters were written from the 

California mines by Mrs. Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe to her 

sister in Massachusetts in 1851 and 1852. Unique in that they are a 

cultured womanôs account of gold rush mines and mining life. 

ñWheatôs introduction to each volume adds much to the interest and 

historic value of the bookò (Zamorano 80). [Zamorano 80: 69]. 

 

256. SHIRLEY , Dame [Clappe, Louise Amelia Knapp 

Smith]. The Shirley Letters from the California Mines, 1851-

1852. Introduction and notes by Carl I. Wheat. Eighteen 

reproductions of early lithographs and other prints, endpaper 

map. Maroon cloth. A very fine copy with pictorial dust 

jacket. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1949. $45. 
 First of this edition. Signed by author, E. Geoffrey Bangs. 

This classic of the California Gold Rush was originally published in 

monthly installments in ñThe Pioneer.ò The letters were written from 

the California mines by Mrs. Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe to 

her sister in Massachusetts in 1851 and 1852. The letters are unique 

in that they are a cultured womanôs account of gold rush mines and 

mining life. Wheatôs introduction is of much interest and historic 

value. 

 
257. SHUMATE , Albert. Captain A. A. Ritchie, 

California Pioneer. An Account of His Life, Family and 

Ranchos. Frontis portrait, illustrations, map. cloth. A very fine 

copy with pictorial dust jacket. San Francisco: Society of 

California Pioneers, 1991.  $35. 
 First edition. One of 350 copies. A sea captain at twenty, in 

San Francisco during the Gold Rush, wealthy land investor and 

owner of San Franciscoôs South Park, etc. 
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258. SMITH , Frank Meriweather [Editor]. San Francisco 

Vigilance Committee of ô56 with some Interesting Sketches of 

Events Succeeding 1846. Handsomely rebound in brown cloth, 

black leather spine label. Printed wrappers bound in. A very 

fine copy. San Francisco: Barry, Baird, 1883.  $350. 
 First edition. A concise and impartial history of the second 

Vigilance Committee, with accounts drawn principally from the 

contemporary press. The editor also provides a brief historical sketch 

of the earlier Committee (1851), a sketch of the organization known 

as the ñHounds,ò against whom the Vigilantes first directed their 

action, a detailed account of the important events associated with the 

Committee during 1856, and an almost full account of the legal court 

proceedings during the trial of Charles Cora for the murder of 

General Richardson. [Cowan: p.593; Rocq: 12185; Wheat: 192]. 

 

 

A complete run of the first ten years 
 

259. [SOCIETY OF CALIFORNIA PIONEERS ]. 

Quarterly of The Society of California Pioneers. Volume I, 

No.1 to Volume 10, plus annuals for 1941 to 1947. Together, 

44 issues. Illustrations, portraits, maps, facsimiles. Light blue 

wrappers. Spines faded, minor spotting to a few issues. A fine 

set. San Francisco: 1924-1933 and 1941-1947.  $750. 
 First editions. A complete run of the first ten years of this 

important quarterly. The first nine volumes were issued in four parts 

each; volume 10 (1933) was issued in one part as an annual. There 

were no issues from 1934 to the resumption of the publication as an 

Annual in 1941. Included with this group are the annual publications 

for 1941 through 1947. Includes a wealth of material on various 

aspects of California history including letters, journals, diaries, 

translations of rare manuscripts, biographies, autobiographies, 

reminiscences of pioneers, material on the Gold Rush, San Francisco 

land, etc. Complete runs of the first ten volumes of this quarterly are 

extremely scarce. We have only handled a run like this once before. 

 

260. SOULE, Frank, et al. The Annals of San Francisco... 

Maps, illustrations. Red cloth. A very fine copy. Palo Alto: 

Lewis Osborne, 1968.  $175. 
 Reprint and most useful edition. One of 960 copies. The 

work consists of information gleaned from pioneer citizens and from 

newspapers. An early, detailed account of the growth of San 

Francisco, it is divided into three sections: a history of California 

during the Spanish and American occupations; a year-by-year 

account of San Francisco social history; and descriptions of special 

local institutions. ñRecognized as one of the most important reference 

books of the period, The Annals of San Francisco not only gives an 

outstanding narrative history of San Francisco, but also supplies 

much information on mining and its impact on this instant cityò 

(Kurutz). Includes the ñContinuation of the Annalsò by Dorothy 

Huggins (separately published in 1939, an introduction by Richard H. 

Dillon, a treatise on the engravings by Dr. Joseph Baird, and a 

complete index by Charles H. Goehring. [Kurutz: 594; Wheat: 193]. 

 

261. SOULE, Frank, et al. The Annals of San Francisco. 

With a new introduction by Herbert Ely Garcia. Maps, 

illustrations, large folding map, index. Blue cloth. A very fine 

copy. Berkeley: Berkeley Hills Books, 1998.  $75. 
 Reprint edition, first published in 1855. Although not 

indicated, one of 965 copies. One of the key early histories of early 

San Francisco. The work consists of information gleaned from 

pioneer citizens and from newspapers. An early, detailed account of 

the growth of San Francisco, it is divided into three sections: a 

history of California during the Spanish and American occupations; a 

year-by-year account of San Francisco social history; and 

descriptions of special local institutions. Includes a new introduction 

by Herbert Garcia, and a complete index by Charles H. Goehring. 

[Kurutz: 594; Wheat: 193; Zamorano Eighty: 70]. 

 

262. [SOULE, Frank, et al.]. Continuation of the Annals 

of San Franciscoé From June 1, 1854, to December 31, 

1855. Compiled by Dorothy H. Huggins. Introduction by 

Douglas S. Watson. Frontis, illustrations, index. Tan cloth. 

Minor rubbing to head of spine. A fine copy. San Francisco: 

California Historical Society, 1939. $125. 
 First edition. One of 300 copies printed by Lawton 

Kennedy. Huggins takes up where Soulé, Gihon, and Nisbet left off. 

Her sources are the ñtabulations of events which appeared in the 

Pioneer in 1854-55, supplemented by research in the files of both the 

Alta California and the Daily Evening Bulletin.ò Provides a summary 

and index to many of the significant events of the middle 1850ôs. 

 

263. SPURR, George G. The Land of Gold. A Tale of ô49. 

Illustrative of Early Pioneer Life in California... 7 engraved 

plates including frontis. Blue cloth. Light rubbing to 

extremities, small spot to upper rear board. A near fine copy 

without the usual broken inner hinges. Boston: A. Williams & 

Company, 1881. $75. 
 First edition. A fictional account of early pioneer life in 

California. ñOne of the more authoritative fictional accounts of gold 

rush life. Features the detail of mining, destruction of Sacramento by 

fire in 1852, adventures at Rough and Ready, placer mining on Poor 

Manôs Creek, 1849-1852ò (Baird and Greenwood). [Baird and 

Greenwood: 2305; Cowan, p.606; Wright, 1876-1900: 5146]. 

 

 

ñOne of the great overland classicsò 
 

264. STEELE, John. Across the Plains in 1850. Edited 

with introduction and notes by Joseph Schafer. Frontispiece, 6 

photogravures, folding map. Brown cloth, red vellum spine. A 

very fine copy with slipcase. Chicago: Printed for the Caxton 

Club, 1930. $425. 
 First edition. One of 350 copies. According to Mattes, this 

work is ñone of the great overland classics.ò Steele traveled overland 

to California in 1850 in company with a group of lead miners. He 

crossed the Missouri River at Council Bluffs on May 16, 1850, and 

followed the California Trail. He then crossed over the Sierra Nevada 

by way of the Truckee River and Donner Pass and arrived in Nevada 

City on September 23, 130 days after his departure. The narrative 

ends with Steele looking for gold near Deer Creek and an invitation 

ñto continue the acquaintanceò with his next book. Mattes notes that 

the sketches are by James Wilkins (see An Artist on the Overland 

Trail, published in 1966). The folding map shows the partyôs route 

from the Missouri River to California as well as other routes. 

[Becker, Christy, p.21; Cowan: p.612; Decker 28: 234; Eberstadt 

115: 1079; Graff: 3964; Holliday: 1045; Howes: S-923; Kurutz: 597; 

Mattes: 978; Matthews: p.328; Mintz: 438; Plath: 1016; Wheat, 

Books: 195]. 

 

SOLD STELLMAN , Louis J. Mother Lode. The Story of 

Californiaôs Gold Rush. Frontis and 57 photographs. Index. 

Yellow cloth. A very fine copy with slightly soiled dust jacket. 

San Francisco: Harr Wagner Publishing Co., (1939). $45. 
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 Second printing. A very, very nice copy with the elusive 

pictorial dust jacket. Mariposa and the Frémont grant, much on the 

mining camps and towns, the beginning of hydraulic mining, etc. 

[Wheat: 197]. 

 

266. STEWART , George R. Take Your Bible in One 

Hand. The Life of William Henry Thomes, Author of A 

Whalemanôs Adventures on Land and Sea... Thin quarto. 

Illustrations. Black cloth-backed blue boards. Edges of boards 

slightly darkened, one corner showing, else a fine and clean 

copy. San Francisco: The Colt Press, 1939. $90. 
 One of 750 copies issued from The Colt Press by Jane 

Swinerton, William Roth, & Jane Grabhorn. A biographical sketch 

with an emphasis upon Thomesô contacts with early California and 

his mastery of a popular literary technique, as well as his experiences 

in the Gold Rush. Part one draws from Thomesô ñRecollections of old 

times in California;ò part two from his ñThe Reminiscences of a Gold 

Hunterò (first published in 1882 in Ballouôs Monthly Magazine), and 

part three from ñThe Pioneers of ó49ò by Nicholas Ball (1891). 

[Rocq: 16080]. 

 

267. STILLMAN , Jacob D. B. Around the Horn to 

California in 1849. Foreword by Kenneth M. Johnson. Frontis 

portrait, illustrations. Blue cloth. Head of spine slightly 

bumped. A fine copy. Palo Alto: Lewis Osborne, 1967. $45. 
 One of 1950 copies. An account of Stillmanôs voyage to 

California, mainly drawn from his letters to friends and his journal. 

[Kurutz: 605-b]. 

 

268. STILLMAN , Jacob D. B. An 1850 Voyage: San 

Francisco to Baltimore by Sea and by Land. Foreword by 

John Barr Tompkins. Illustrations, endpaper maps. Blue cloth. 

A very fine copy. Palo Alto: Lewis Osborne, 1967. $60. 
 First book edition. First published serially in the Overland 

Monthly. One of 2350 copies. Stillmanôs narrative of his 

extraordinary trip back home to Baltimore from San Francisco in 

1850. He traveled on the ship Plymouth from San Francisco to 

Realejo port in Nicaragua, followed by a canoe trip up-river to the 

town of Realejo. Then came a long overland trek by horse to the 

shark infested waters of Lake Nicaragua, two abortive attempts to run 

the length of Lake Nicaragua by native canoe, a successful crossing 

of the lake in a small, overloaded schooner, another canoe trip down 

to the sea, a trip on the brig, Mechanic and finally home on the Polly 

Hinds. Stillman returned to California in 1856 to live the rest of his 

life because ñThere is more intelligence and generous good feeling 

than in any country I ever saw.ò [Kurutz: 605-c]. 

 

269. STILLMAN , Jacob D. B. The Gold Rush Letters of 

J. D. B. Stillman. With an Introduction by Kenneth Johnson. 

Illustrations, portrait. Tan cloth. A very fine copy. Palo Alto: 

Lewis Osborne, 1967.  $50. 
 One of 2350 copies. Dr. Stillmanôs letters from Sacramento 

during the 1849-50 period, first published as part of the book, 

Seeking the Golden Fleece in 1877. Third and last of the Stillman 

books. [Kurutz: 605-d]. 

 

270. [STOCK CERTIFICATE ]. Hancock Gold & Silver 

Mining Co. 5 x 9¾ inches. Two engraved vignettes. A very 

fine copy. Printed by H. S. Crocker and Co. in Sacramento. 

San Francisco, c.1863. $100. 
 A blank stock certificate for this mining company with 

offices located at San Francisco. The apparent location of the mine 

was at Silver Mountain in Alpine County. Capital stock was 

$150,000. Shares were $100. each. The company was incorporated 

July, 1863. 

 

271. [STOCK CERTIFICATE ]. Original Hidden 

Treasure Mining Company. 4¼ x 9¼ inches. Engraved eagle 

vignette. A very fine copy. Printed by A. J. Leary of San 

Francisco. San Francisco, c.1869. $75. 
 A blank stock certificate for this mining company with 

offices located at San Francisco. Capital stock was $2,133,300. 

Shares were $100. each. The company was incorporated February 2, 

1869. 

 

272. SUTTER, John A. The Diary of Johann August 

Sutter. With an Introduction by Douglas S. Watson. 2 colored 

portraits, one facsimile on 3 pages, folding colored plate. 

Boards. Short tear to head of spine, else a fine copy. San 

Francisco: The Grabhorn Press, 1932. $75. 
 First edition in book form. One of 500 copies. Includes a 

facsimile of the manuscript muster roll (in Sutterôs hand) of forces 

which left Sutterôs Fort in 1845 to aid Governor Micheltorena. 

ñSutterôs diary é is one of the key publications of the Gold Rushò 

(Kurutz). [Kurutz: 610; Wheat: 201]. 

 

SOLD SUTTER, John A. New Helvetia Diary: A Record of 

Events... at New Helvetia, California, from September 9, 1845, 

to May 25, 1848. Quarto. Colored frontis, 2 plates (1 colored), 

map. Cloth-backed boards. A fine and bright copy. San 

Francisco: Society of California Pioneers, 1939.  $175. 
 First edition. One of 950 copies printed by the Grabhorn 

Press. A valuable source of information. Of prime importance as it 

includes exact dates, information about hundreds of early pioneers, 

etc. Also includes a complete index of ñpersons at the Fort.ò 

Although Kurutz includes this work in his Gold Rush bibliography, 

he does admit that the diary ñprovides little information on the 

discovery and subsequent events.ò A number of the later entries by 

Sutter mention increasing numbers of people leaving for the gold 

mines. [Grabhorn: 310; Graff: 4041; Howes I: S-1155; Howes II: S-

1163; Kurutz: 612; Rocq: 6939; Wheat: 202]. 

 

274. SUTTER, John, et al. Pioneers of the Sacramento: A 

Group of Letters by & About Johann Augustus Sutter, James 

W. Marshall & John Bidwell. Introduction by Jane Grabhorn. 

Facsimile letter sheet, folding color map. Cloth-backed 

boards. A very fine copy. San Francisco: The Book Club of 

California, 1953. $125. 
 One of 400 copies printed by Edwin and Robert Grabhorn 

for the Colt Press. Correspondence documenting the early years of 

the Gold Rush by 3 individuals in the center of events. Includes a 

color reproduction of a map of the gold region (ñValley of the 

Sacramento and the Gold Regionò); a reproduction of an illustrated 

lettersheet containing an account of the discovery of gold; and the 

text of letters from Sutter to Bidwell, Bidwell to Sutter, Marshall to 

Bidwell, Sutter to Mrs. Bidwell, and Bidwell to Captain W. F. 

Swasey. [Grabhorn: 544]. 

 

275. SWAN, John A. A Trip to the Gold Mines of 

California in 1848. Edited, with Introduction and Notes by 

John A. Hussey. Frontispiece portrait. Notes. Dark green 

leather-backed boards. A very fine copy. San Francisco: Book 

Club of California, 1960. $75. 




